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Imperialism

Oxford English Dictionary :

1. Animperial system of government; rule by an emperor or supreme ruler, esp. when despotic
or tyrannical. Now chiefly historical.

2. The extension and maintenance of a country's power or influence through trade, diplomacy,
military or cultural dominance, etc. Frequently with modifying word, as commercial
imperialism, economic imperialism; cultural, dollar, linguistic imperialism: see the first
element. Now usually depreciative.

3. Used chiefly in Communist writings with disparaging implications: the imperial system or
policy of the Western (western adj. 4e) powers. Also used conversely with similar disparaging
implications in some Western writings: the imperial system or policy of the Communist
powers.



New contributions from three scholars of
American political development

Building an American Empire: The Era of Territorial and Political Expansion. By Paul Frymer. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Prass, 2017.

American Imperialism and the State, 1893-1921. By Golin D. Moore. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2017.

Populism and Imperialism: Politics, Culture, and Foreign Policy in the American West, 1890-1300. By Nathan Jessen. Lawrence:
University Press of Kansas, 2017.
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EMPIRE, FROM THE CONTINENT TO
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THE QUESTION OF DURABILITY
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENT
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN POLITICAL
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENT

Jessen shows how one conspiratorial idea conditioned the response of actors to new
developments. Populist suspicions of the system of global and American finance (see also
DeCanio 2011) influenced their response to imperialism.

As Jessen shows, “the money power conspiracy was one of the most powerful and widespread
ideas of the nineteenth century” (23), serving both as “an important source of unity for the
otherwise diverse group that made up the new party” and conditioning their response to
imperialism (29). Before the United States intervened in Cuba’s war for independence against
Spain, Populists criticized President McKinley’s reluctance and “attributed this timidity to vested
economic interests” (74). But once the United States began to acquire overseas territories,
Populists criticized empire as being “demanded by the greater financiers and industrialists” (147).
Throughout the age of imperialism, Populist responses and opposition were driven by a core
belief that the financial elite demanded imperialism: “Western reformers believed that they
were witnessing the evolution of a growing infrastructure of political, economic, and military

power. Imperialism represented the extension of that systemfor the benefit of economic elites”
(162).
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CONCLUSION
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