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10 =z FI “utpanna-bhagnan-avasthita bhadantopale sarva-dharma maya-megha-

vidyut-sadfsaft’ (Vkn 2006, p. 30) (Honorable Upali, all dharmas are not
abiding in arisen or broken, like illusions, clouds, or lightning bolts.) [=9f >
CIE S RVEE | - TREPEE PR QPIT Y  YF pse  (T 476,
p. 563c) 2[H : T. 474, p. 523a; T. 475, p. 541b; Lamotte 1976, p. 73.
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substantive content or shape) Al > I'J ] EAT=!E S5 =1
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1 FE“na kva-cid gamanagamano ’n-avasthitatvar’ (Vkn 2006, p. 22) (It [the

Dharma] is going nowhere or coming nowhere because it is non-abiding.) "=

o TEEEA R mAREfE e (T. 476, p. 561c) 2B 1 T. 474, p. 521 T.

475, p. 540a; Lamotte 1976, p. 48.
= “tarra yatita jatifi, sa ksipd. yapy andagatd, sapy a-sampraptd.
pratyutpanndyall sthitir nasti jatef.” (Vkn 2006, p. 35) (If it is a past birth, it is
already exhausted. If it is a future birth, it has not arrived. If it is a present birth,
it does not abide.) =9 » T FEA oI IR e F A g S ffE A
Z o FHTEE A IE - (T.476, p. 564c) 2B 1 T. 474, p. 523¢; T.
475, p. 542b; Lamotte 1976, p. 88.
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13 FF1“dharmo ’samvasaf” (Vkn 2006, p. 57) (The Dharma is not co-habitation.)
F=9f > TR AR o (T. 476, p. 570b) [ : T. 474, p. 527a; T. 475, p.
546a; Lamotte 1976, pp. 137-138.
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(72) MRS — UL B DO AR A B 2L e
TR ] O L B O AR ¢ T
o REVF T SIS LEVR QT QIS
A 2
(RIPAE) TR TR LA (mila/ root)
OB TS+ REEV VT FREER T R ) B T

M FE1“nir-apeksah sarva-dharmah kSanam api navatisthante” (Vkn 2006, p. 30)
(Not being dependent on each other, all dharmas do not abide even for a single
instant.) [F=9f » - U3k ’[?T\ﬁ'éﬁlﬁj P 7E = G ?’Tl’é o (T. 476, p.
563c) =B : T. 474, p. 523a; T. 475, p. 541b; Lamotte 1976, p. 73.



~

B ([ 1Gs ’;“]‘-Pu B gD R S lﬁ i o /FQTMF[
A %", 7 3?", i ( kusala-akusala/ wholesome and
unwholesome ) AN %5}, (sat-kaya/ body (or the existing
assemblage 4 TQ?'F}F‘)) ' & LA AT Fﬁmj 1% (iccha-
lobha/ desire-greed ) » &[4 #F P 55 HU y (a-bhuta-
parikalpa/ unreal projection of distinction) > j‘f‘éﬁlj?ﬁf&i AN

~

.y (viparyasta samyjia/ inverted conception ) » yE[iflA e T
(=, (a-pratistha/ non-abiding ) ° ?i?‘f,ﬁkfgﬁ@;ﬁﬁ@:' . [:"'fﬁ
R F%ﬁ'éﬂ_ﬁl’%ﬁ'ﬁgﬁi s LRV IR PRLE
SRR FE? o (RH7E ) HE POV D IR
o ﬂBET_ﬁiﬁiﬁ 7'1['“ (= A L - IR N R A
ENZ ST S

I EROER - TP EHENE > BV e - TR
FPHRE [y 2 E F TR AU E AR o b

15 HE1“aha: viparyastayah samjiiaya a-pratiStha miilam. aha: a-pratiSthayah kim

milam. aha: yan maiijusrih a-pratiSthanam tasya kim milam bhaviSyati. iti hy
a-pratiSthana-mila-pratisthitah  sarva-dharmah” (Vkn 2006, p. 68)
([Vimalakirti] answered: “The non-abiding is the root of inverted conception.”
[Maijusri] asked: “What is the root of non-abiding?” [Vimalakirti] answered:
“Mafijusri, if it is non-abiding, how will it have any root? That is why all
dharmas abide in the root which is non-abiding Py =gt TRED TEER
o BT IR B 2 5 RATAF, ¢ O )
Hip A EEH S ARHE AL e fH R A AR -
SIEEE o 5, (T. 476, p. 573b) 38 : T. 474, p. 528b; T. 475, p. 547c;
Lamotte 1976, p. 160.
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Y SPRIpVELAE > 0 2T - e JE’\[?H%&FIJ% o WRFNEVISER|
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(o 1
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o 7\qJ“ﬁﬁ#4rmﬁﬁo?£wEﬂWﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂj
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16 HE1“vandami samsara-gatav a-nisritam.” (Vkn 2006, p. 7) (We bow our heads
to you who are not leaned (or relied) on the pathways of cyclic rebirth.) =9} »
IF'T (&%= - (T. 476, p. 558¢c) 28 : T. 474, p. 520a; T. 475, p.
538a Lamotte 1976, p. 14.
17 F[1“vande "ham akasa-samam a-nisritam.” (Vkn 2006, p. 8) (I bow my head to
you who are leaned (or relied) on nothing, as space.) =9} > r%ﬁlf/[@“ & B
= (T. 476, p. 559a) =§§ : T. 474, p. 520a; T. 475, p. 538a; Lamotte

1976, p. 14.
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YA B GUAVER Vg0 o H BT ] S RS A (A > F '“‘ﬂw
IS 2 i = {3 e o

FEII T ALEO S RULESE R 0 - )

SHREPIE - R RV - AR SR A R
i/DI'F**'j“‘nTTTf (AL 2 b (= 73 - TR (Ut )

EVFE T a2 DRt e A R ER A
e g MRSREER R 7 A S '—ﬁ:“J PR
FURRLE G2 FRB I o [y R RS T L Y Rl R R
B e PRIy Al “Fw » MR AR P > R

FAM )R AR o Ul R Y EREE PV o
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18 = F1“piarvantato ’jatam, aparantato ‘samkrantam, pratyutpanne 'dhvany a-
samsthitam pasyami.” (Vkn 2006, p. 109) (I see [the Tathagata] as not born
from the past, not passing on to the future, and not abiding in the present time.)
=9t TESEI IR - JRE R T E e o (T. 476, p. 584a)
Bf : T. 474, p. 534b; T. 475, p. 555a; Lamotte 1976, p. 238.

19 g AR ﬁuﬁﬂl”"?ﬂ'ﬁi r FEILP3FE, (the (or a) historical Buddha) — & » ¥
WY 2 IR fE b URL v AR L R pusE A E *Mﬁflgﬁﬂl i o 32
B AK Narain (ed.), The Date of the Historical Sakyamuni Buddha, Delhi:
B.R. Publishing, 2003; Hans Penner, “17: The Quest for the Historical Buddha,”
Rediscovering the Buddha: Legends of the Buddha and Their Interpretation,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009, pp. 123-142.
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( anuttara samyak-sambodhih/ the utmost, right and perfect
enlightenment ) V7 ) iﬁﬁ;ﬁg{‘kﬁ@fﬁﬁ[ » H A= EIU’I??%%
fi ?
H QTS PARCDE > e 5
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20 = 1“q-sthana-sthitaiva hi bodhih.” (Vkn 2006, p. 74) (Indeed Enlightenment is
without any locus of abiding.) =9} - Fﬁfl_’*?{ T ﬁ E5g - (T. 476, p.
574c) =B : T. 474, p. 529b; T. 475, p. 548c; Lamotte 1976, p. 171.

M OE “gthatapratiSthita  bodhih sarvato ‘dfiya.” (Vkn 2006, p. 36)

(Enlightenment, not to be seen anywhere, does not abide in Suchness.) =9} >
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o
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U@*Eﬁ‘/ [ EEE EL R W,?i ~ U BRI

EES f@ Ho W U RS e, (T 476, p. 565a) 20 T. 474, p.
524a; T. 475, p. 542c; Lamotte 1976, p. 92.
2 HEl1“ve ke-cid dharmepa sardham sam-vasanti, na te dharmarthikah, sam-
vasarthikas te.” (Vkn 2006, p. 57) (Those who abide with the Dharma are not
pursuing the Dharma but are pursuing abode.) =9 » [FZHk = > ATRLR =
7 Fﬂ'j*?? o (T. 476, p. 570b) =8 : T. 474, p. 527a; T. 475, p. 546a;
Lamotte 1976, p. 138.
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3 HE1“dharmarama-ratih ... visayeSv a-nisrita-ratih.” (Vkn 2006, p. 40) (“Joy in

the garden of the Dharma” ... is the joy which consists in not leaning (or relying)
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on objects.) [=If » riﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ?\%ﬁ AR (E G . (T, 476, p. 566a)
[ 1 T. 474, p. 524c; T. 475, p. 543a-b; Lamotte 1976, p. 138.
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24 ﬁ‘?ﬁjﬁfjﬁ»&’r}% (entities ) > ELF‘*I/JH‘FW?TEZ_'"EJELEI “L:JLFIFIF 5 B
B I SARERPITTRO S B o T S B R PO ERA - R
AR - Y (PP

» HF1“cittam ca bhadantépale nadhyatma-pratiSthitam na bahirdha nébhayam
antarenopalabhyate.” (Vkn 2006, p. 30) (Honorable Upali, the mind neither
abides within nor without, nor is it to be apprehended between the two (or in the
middle).) 15+ TORLCH R R R PUGE - PR, (T. 476,
p. 563b) =B : T. 474, p. 523a; T. 475, p. 541b; Lamotte 1976, pp. 71-72.
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% HE1“tatha pratisamliyas ca yatha te na cadhyatmam cittam ava-sthitam bhaven

na bahirdhépavicaret.” (Vkn 2006, p. 20) (To have your mind neither abide
internally nor inspect externally—this is sitting in repose.) =9t » T =)
G BB« (T. 476, p. 561b) % 1 T. 474, p. S21c; T. 475, p.
539c; Lamotte 1976, p. 44.
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& F1“na ca tena nidhyaptau vanidhyaptau va sthatavyam.” (Vkn 2006, p. 52)

(He should abide neither in pacified contemplation, nor in the un-pacified mind.)
=9 T E?ﬁfﬂ\rﬁﬁf{fu o (T. 476, p. 569b) =5 : T. 474, p.
526¢; T. 475, p. 545b; Lamotte 1976, p. 128.
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» HE“caksi ripam ca dvayam etat. yat punas$ cakSuli-parijiiatavi, ripesu na

rajyati, na duSyati, na muhyati, sa ucyate santa iti....... evam Santa-sthitasya-
dvaya-pravesah.” (Vkn 2006, p. 86) (Regarding eye and form, it is two (or a
duality). Moreover, if one, completely understanding the eye, does not have
craving, aversion, or delusion with regard to forms, this is called “serene (or
calm).” = To abide serenely (or calmly) in this way is to enter into non-duality.)
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- I [fk’g“l“ FLELE 1% » jJ_{‘\C'I%\FfI s IfE s g e R A o PIRLEL
ol R fc,mlf, TR e 5 (T. 476, p. 578a) [ 1 T. 474, p.
531b; T. 475, p. 551a-b; Lamotte 1976, pp. 196-197.
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H[1“na samsara-sthito na nirvana-sthitah, pari-bhuiijita.” (Vkn 2006, p. 23)
(Neither abiding in cyclic rebirth nor abiding in Nirvana—only then should one
eat.) JF=9f » TIEfE % 5= JEEIRAE S 8791 4 o (T. 476, p. 562a) %5 :
T. 474, p. 522a; T. 475, p. 540b; Lamotte 1976, p. 53.
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30 H F1“tad bodhisatvena samskItam ca na kSapayitavyam, a-samsklte ca na

pratiSthatavyam.” (Vkn 2006, p. 104) (The Bodhisattva should neither exhaust
the conditioned (or compounded) nor abide in the unconditioned (or
uncompounded).) =9t > H“’ e DR E L R EEA ., (T
476, p. 582¢) = @ T. 474, p 533c; T. 475, p. 554b; Lamotte 1976, p. 229.
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samskna bodhlr utpada-bhanga-sthity-anyathatva-vigata.” (Vkn 2006, p. 36)
(Enlightenment, being unconditioned (or uncompounded), is beyond arising,
passing away (or breaking up), abiding (or duration), and alteration of what is
established.) =9} » & tﬂﬂfr‘l o & =R ?@E"f&,%ﬁ%ﬁy o (T. 476, p.
565a) =0 : T. 474, p. 524a; T. 475, p. 542¢; Lamotte 1976, p. 91.

”mw’Fﬁ%W’4ﬂﬁ’ﬁTﬁi%%ﬁﬁﬁé?ﬁﬂW@&’H*%
[ R AR BRERERL-C S EU (ELA) o ¥ F1“tathd pratisamliyas ca

yatha samsaravacarams ca klesan na pra-jahasi nirvapa-samavasarapas ca

154 p@ss -/ 0--&8>21 L3779

AT ARl SR 5 Sy U (T W e H A Y
fufljg,’:;pﬂ?lj?ﬂ'pj Eﬁﬁ“* £ ij TPy i ;'j —[ [j?if o ot A
F§EEHUEL4715&4 B H T ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁérv ﬂjﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬂ
RN SUES NG YRR g diees lf’fii“[ftp BV H
CRE #%%¢ﬂﬁw“:’®wﬁ~@'7“*wﬂw”@
o PP BRI R Y B WO R AR

N BRI THeqE ] iy [HEE %
{*
by 1 (B ,H?E,%\Z>> IVASEE Y >l T
KR IR - R R ] RS
ririi'%‘ JtJIF” FEE ilﬂl'ﬁﬁti%ﬁ TpEEAE L, ) JWT o
flwt /I ﬁ*“’:’ﬂ%’ﬁ& : (UJ%&FTH/ EPF AL %
{fﬁﬁr‘ YEES (2) BRI ENTES Efﬁﬁlﬂ[ﬁ (3) Fﬁ,ua
PAEFRE S (4) G B ER S SRS i
L (5) FEERY ERE [SE R ”?J‘[‘ﬁ

b

(—) EEaT LAk eIk ik a7 2 e
FETA = s ?T%311~ flwt TA%?EJ<I’ DA (R
%%ifb?p“4ﬁJuﬁﬁﬁ FRIVEUT & > PR pLEE 00
ﬁ@%# Q0 T R P S 8 2

bhavasi.” (Vkn 2006, pp. 20-21) (Not to eradicate the afflictions related to the
realm of cyclic rebirth yet descend into Nirvapa—this is sitting in repose.) =

CUTRE TR BER R ALY e (T 476, p.
561b) é*ErLJ T. 474, p. 521c; T. 475, p. 539c; Lamotte 1976, pp. 44-45.
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How Is “Real Abiding” Possibly Founded on Non-
abiding?: A Philosophical Inquiry Mainly Based
on the Vimalakirti-nirdesa

Yao-ming Tsai
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan

University

Abstract

Buddhist teachings lay consistent emphasis on the
impermanence of the compounded world. Since nothing is
permanently constant or settled, impermanence can also be
understood as “not abiding” or “non-abiding.” In the Vimalakirti-
nirdesa, the topic of abiding is not limited to teaching how “not to
abide.” Abiding is affirmative as well when it comes to how one
abides in practicing Buddhist teachings and how one can be a
Bodhisattva abiding in practice. For example, the idea of “a
Bodhisattva who abides in the inconceivable liberation™ elicits many
interesting questions: what is the abiding doctrine in the
Vimalakirti-nirdesa? How is “real abiding” possibly founded on
“non-abiding”? All these questions are worth further discussion.

This paper proposes an analysis of the underlying theoretical
foundations. It is composed of six sections. The first is an

introduction that elucidates the theme and the outline of the paper.
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The second focuses on the idea of “abiding” as a concept in
philosophy of life to give further definitions and offer conceptual
contrasts. In addition, relevant concepts are clarified. The third
develops major questions in philosophy of life such as “abiding,”

})

“non-abiding,” “deluded abiding,” and “real abiding/ abiding as it
really is.” Based on the Vimalakirti-nirdesa, the fourth unfolds nine
aspects of non-abiding in reasoning, discourse, and practice. The
fifth reflects and debates philosophically how non-abiding can
transform itself into ‘“real abiding.” The final section is the

conclusion.
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