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Buddhist Doctrine of "Neither
Increase Nor Decrease in the Realm
of Sentient Beings" in the
Animatvdp irpatva-nirdesa: A
Doctrinal Development from the
Realm of Sentient Beings,
Dharmadhatu, Dharmakaya, to
Tathagatagarbha

Yao-Ming Tsai *

Abstract

The present study examines Buddhist doctrine of "neither
increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient beings" in the
Animatvdp rpatva-nirdesa in terms of a doctrinal development
focusing attention on keywords from the realm of sentient beings
(sattva-dhatu), dharma-dhatu, dharma-kaya, to tathagata-garbha.

The Mahayana has sometimes been associated with the doctrine
that there is neither increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient

beings, a doctrine which is often linked to the Prajiap aramita-Sitras

* Yao-Ming Tsai, Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University
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or the Madhyamika school. In this paper, I look into just such a
doctrine, as it is found in a Chinese traslation of the
Animatvdp rnatva-nirdesa, a Buddhist scripture translated by
Bodhiruci in 525. Several passages of this scripture were cited in the
Ratna-gotra-vibhaga, a treatise still preserved in Sanskrit, Chinese
and Tibetan, and give us textual sources for research into the Chinese
translation of this scripture.

In the Animatvdpirpatva-nirdesa, the very way in which the
doctrine of neither increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient
beings is defined and verified through the employment of the
dharma-dhatu thoery, a theory which, in turn, is verified by reference
to theories of dharma-kaya and tathagata-garbha. So in order to
understand this scripture's discursive construction of the doctrine of
neither increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient beings, we must
explore its conception of such keywords as dharma-dhatu,
dharma-kaya, and tathagata-garbha.

It is my hope that an examination of such a scripture with the
focus on the doctrine of neither increase nor decrease in the realm of
sentient beings may contribute to the study of the various ways in
which the contours of the Mahayana have been drawn from a

doctrinal perspective.

Keywords:
Buddhist studies, Antinatvapurnatva-nirde$a, neither increase nor

decrease, realm of sentient beings, dharmadhatu, dharmakaya,
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paramdrtha iti Sariputra sattva-dhator etad adhivacanam / sattva-dhatur iti Sariputra
tathagata-garbhasya etad adhivacanam / tathagata-garbha iti sariputra dharma-kayasya
etad adhivacanam / (Cf. E. H. Johnston (ed.), The Ratnagotravibhaga
Mahayanottaratantrasastra, Patna: Bihar Research Society, 1950, p. 2; E. Obermiller (tr.),
Uttaratantra or Ratnagotravibhaga: The Sublime Science of the Great Vehicle to Salvation,
the Work of Arya Maitreya with a Commentary by Aryasanga, Talent: Canon Publications,
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“ yo ‘yam Sariputra tathagata-nirdisto dharma-kayah so ‘'yam a-vinirbhaga-dharma

a-vinirmukta-jiiana-guno yad uta ganiga-nadi-valika-vyatikrantais tathagata-dharmaih / tad
yatha Sariputra pradipah / a-vinirbhaga-dharma a-vinirmukta-gupah / yad uta
alokospa-varpatabhih / manir valoka-varpa-samsthanaih / evam eva Sariputra
tathagata-nirdisto  dharma-kayo  ’vinirbhaga-dharméa-vinirmukta-jiana-guno yad uta
ganga-nadi-valika-vyativittais tathagata-dharmair / (Cf. E. H. Johnston (ed.), The
Ratnagotravibhaga Mahayanottaratantrasastra, Patna: Bihar Research Society, 1950, pp. 3,
39; E. Obermiller (tr.), Uttaratantra or Ratnagotravibhaga: The Sublime Science of the
Great Vehicle to Salvation, the Work of Arya Maitreya with a Commentary by Aryasanga,
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nityo ’yam Sariputra dharma-kayo ‘n-anyatva-dharmaksaya-dharmataya / dhruvo ‘yam
Sariputra dharma-kayo dhruva-Sarano ‘paranta-kofi-samataya / Sivo ‘yam Sarviputra
dharma-kayo ‘dvaya-dharmavikalpa-dharmataya ~ /  Sasvato yam  Sariputra
dharma-kayo ‘vinasa-dharmskntrima-dharmataya / (Cf. E. H. Johnston (ed.), The
Ratnagotravibhaga Mahay anottaratantrasastra, Patna: Bihar Research Society, 1950, p. 54;
E. Obermiller (tr.), Uttaratantra or Ratnagotravibhaga: The Sublime Science of the Great
Vehicle to Salvation, the Work of Arya Maitreya with a Commentary by Aryasanga, Talent:
Canon Publications, 1984, pp. 204-205; FHAHEE » (B imbToe) CBR R i E)E » 1959
) | 324-325; /NI—3€ (BGE) » CRIBRERERS - IFERE - QGRS « “FIEAIRAE)
(BREL - KRR » 2001 £8) » FH 246-247.)
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ayam eva Sariputra dharma-kayo ‘paryanta-klesa-kosa-koti-gighah / samsara-srotasa
uhyamano ‘n-avaragra-samsara-gati-cyuty-upapattisu samcaran sattva-dhatur ity ucyate /
sa eva Sariputra dharma-kayah sams ara-sroto-dufkha-nirvinmno viraktah
sarva-kama-visayebhyo dasa-paramitintar-gatais catur-asitya dharma-skandha-sahasrair
bodhaya caryam caran bodhisattva ity uyate / sa eva punah Sariputra dharma-kayah
sarva-klesa-koSa-parimuktah sarva-dubikhatikrantah sarvdpaklesa-maldpagatah  suddho
visuddhah parama-parisuddha-dharmatayam sthitah sarva-sattvdlokaniyam bhamim
aridhah sarvasyam jAeya-bhiimav a-dvitiyam paurusam
sthama-prapto  ’n-avarapa-dharmdpratihata-sarva-dharmais varya-balatam —adhigatas
tathagato ‘rhan samyaksambuddha ity ucyate /

tasmac chariputra nanyah sattva-dhatur nanyo dharma-kayah / sattva-dhatur eva
dharma-kayah / dharma-kaya eva sattva-dhatuhh / a-dvayam etad arthena /
vyafjana-matra-bheda it/ (Cf. E. H. Johnston (ed.), The Ratnagotravibhaga
Mahayanottaratantrasastra, Patna: Bihar Research Society, 1950, pp. 40-41; E. Obermiller
(tr.), Uttaratantra or Ratnagotravibhaga: The Sublime Science of the Great Vehicle to
Salvation, the Work of Arya Maitreya with a Commentary by Aryasanga, Talent: Canon
Publications, 1984, pp. 184-185; %] {Fig » ({5 ) (Tl :{gﬁw rfr, » 1959 &F ) >
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