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Abstract:

The present paper investigates Candrakirti's concept of dependent-arising on
the basis of the interpretation of the term “pratityasamutpada”
( dependent-arising ) and of the term “samvrti” (convention) in his writings. For
Candrakirti, the term “pratityasamutpada” comprises the three aspects of
“relativity,” “conditionality,” and “emptiness,” while the term “samvrti”
comprises the three aspects of “obstruction to true reality,” “mutual dependence,”
and “worldly discourse”. Candrakirti distinguished between “true worldly
convention” and “false worldly convention” within conventional domain to show
that the conventional truth and the ultimate truth have different meanings to both
ordinary people and sages. The present paper, moreover, discusses that
Candrakirti's concept of dependent-arising corresponds simultaneously with the
two truths on the basis of the three aspects of “pratityasamutpada’ and those of
“samvrti” to indicate that Candrakirti's concept of “dependent-arising Middle
Way” contains no extreme views regarding the dualities of existence and
non-existence, arising and ceasing, permanence and nihility, identity and
difference, etc.
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