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A Comparative Study on Nagarjuna’s and
David Hume’s Criticism of Theism

Jia-cheng Liu
Lecturer
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Abstract:

Both the theory of the existence of God and the belief of the Creator have
played pivotal roles in theological studies and religious beliefs in the East and the
West. However, for philosophers who emphasize looking at problems by using
rational thinking, they usually examine the views of theists from an angle of strict

speculation.

This paper aims to give a comparative study on British empiricist David
Hume’s and the founder of Indian Buddhism Madhyamika Nagarjuna’s criticism of
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theism, so as to explore both the Eastern and Western philosophers’ critical
methods and philosophical views of theism, as well as the mutual compatibility of
the above-mentioned methods and views.

Comparing Nagarjuna’s and Hume’s criticism of theism, it was found that
their critical methods and related argument were quite similar. The tacit
understanding between them showed that they both gave a thorough criticism of
theism which was ubiquitous in the East and the West, with their standpoints based
on empiricism and skepticism.

Keywords:

Nagarjuna, David Hume, theism, the argument from design, the Supreme

Being ( Mahe$vara ) , the individual soul (atman)



