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AL T B AR a5 VK ik (David Hume, 1711-1776) K2 F[)
FEA AP ERR LT FERY (Nagarjuna, ¢.150-250 ) A MiEmHUHL
FIETTLERRM ST - DIBSKIERIAI R ~ PO T S5 B e am A 4L
PG IE B BB S LE o FRAH A B ST - IRIRHE CEAR
THCEEESE) (Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion ) F1 » 5[]
FELL S AU FEEITE ~ HEam ARG RAYIAEE - i ARG S
RS IR ~ 5o Z SR B E R e amad (the
argument from design ) #ETTHEP] > WAL FERH AR ARRHE
faamae  HLAE A T DA R aeny Bk - RERIRE LA
FO_E AR AREFEBAR e 7 iR ARG - 78 (0 Tam ) HRatilfT
YRR BAERP e S - 76 (Hham) St PIARTEERN
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FPAER AT MRS T LA

g -
HRS - (KA ~ AR - REEFRRY - REIZER - T



RER SIS fiERA LA 2 LR g BI5E38 7

A Comparative Study on Nagarjuna’s and
David Hume’s Criticism of Theism

Jia-cheng Liu
Lecturer

Fa-Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies

Abstract:

Both the theory of the existence of God and the belief of the Creator have
played pivotal roles in theological studies and religious beliefs in the East and the
West. However, for philosophers who emphasize looking at problems by using
rational thinking, they usually examine the views of theists from an angle of strict

speculation.

This paper aims to give a comparative study on British empiricist David
Hume’s and the founder of Indian Buddhism Madhyamika Nagarjuna’s criticism of
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theism, so as to explore both the Eastern and Western philosophers’ critical
methods and philosophical views of theism, as well as the mutual compatibility of
the above-mentioned methods and views.

Comparing Nagarjuna’s and Hume’s criticism of theism, it was found that
their critical methods and related argument were quite similar. The tacit
understanding between them showed that they both gave a thorough criticism of
theism which was ubiquitous in the East and the West, with their standpoints based
on empiricism and skepticism.

Keywords:

Nagarjuna, David Hume, theism, the argument from design, the Supreme

Being ( Mahe$vara ) , the individual soul (atman)
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ASBE LA B B 2 RS} (David Hume, 1711-1776)
FIEE MBSk it e RS (Nagarjuna, ¢.150-250 ) 145 fiGmiT
HFETTLL 52 - DIFORIEMAIR ~ P S a A fam ey
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DU e a T IR MiER LS > HRESEmAE R A
AAHLF] - B P ORI LRSS ST PfEm e L P T EEHEA S

=~ R i ER AL

B RIEEET AR RS » DU RIS () (IR
2% (the argument from design ) LA () ~ (S ETEGEEFTEEH
FOHEPIEE R TENDAEST -
(—) KIEETREEHIHE A

PErh RO BA LS o PHER Ak k] DA B P R Al i s A
1E o BRI (David Hume, 1711-1776) FBRIGERT > BlJ 18 A



90z R HhERTE « 1T

BRI 7 B A3 5 I o= et I AR T amre i RS BT Hf B
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VLT DU AL -

IRBBEET i amas It - DL CHARGREAEN ) K (A
BfERTE) 55 11 E%E 18 CEHARREER ) T KSRl E
IRF 2T T TR Rea Tamaes » *amae /b 1R ORI HHARAT TSt
1%**‘&)&*5}3}?*%/[1‘“59%&%’% ER)N NG E e S ENAYNEDIIE
Fe PR IR EE A SR AT AR L - Tk i ARIESALL AR T HE A
IR I LEAREL - L TTHELEY) AR L8 2 A e A0 L
(Y > St H R L MR AIEEAE ©

IRERHEH > BtaTamae /e — % KAYEmRS (the argument a
posteriori ) > * el Kamae A& —FEAERHERINGRES - ° K
IR S BB RTE (matter of fact) FIf7AE (existence ) 4T >
HHEUZ T REREN] (demonstration ) [y » B A BELL L A BHAS R
Fhamag > ANILAEH (prove ) » [ Leaha ot A AEASER [ [
It > B tamae T LARR T T AR ERYEmRE | (arguments from
experience )~ » IRIRE. 55 T E BG4 150 | (experimental theism ) © o
TEFT ARG T amas S MRS ERIY - IRIEL RIS DA — AR =

FArLY o RBLPIRGEEmaE A& SR B R Rt T -

! David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Norman Kemp Smith, ed., New York:
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1947, p.143. ( DL T f#@ Dialogues )

% Dialogues, p.145.

* David Hume, Enquiries Concerning Human Understanding and Concerning the Principles of
Morals. L.A.Selby-Bigge and PH.Nidditch ed., Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975,
pp-135-136. (LU NS Enquiries )

* Enquiries, pp.163-164.

> David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Nelson Pike, ed., Indianapolis: The

Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1970, p.129.

® Dialogues, p.165.
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IR E N EET (NKemp Smith) FUEE » IRIREE G Tamae
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For EALR I SRR P AME— 5N < 7 $PBHE SRS NI
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FOAESIH o FLrPE 1R 2 BEAHE R S (1) ~ () - 5 3 B S L
FHE RS (3) > [RIFHAHE P2 ARKSE (Nelson Pike) fft
A T RGETIERE ) (hypothesis of design).Z S5 - * JHAL » 25 6 K 7
AR R T AmRE A EHE R ORI EE -

1 ~ SRR EE B RATMEDI M (similarity )

A i e TR RO SEEE R I T AH (AR At SR B AR DL i
Lo L AIETERE AT T EAATELTAIMEEL (R
AL - Al DS T ARSI AR O EEAREL CBRAARELD » #1152
PISREGALE - RIREIEAN S - RIS SR S B R AR A
AR BRAGRIICARER » ANit - ORIBFT AR A2 R B R i
EEB - dnffe CNIEERARRASE) At

H RAVRIE L R ORI AT RR B B 0 KA LB 48 R H e
R b 0 T B RFPARER B ERAEE 0 R T R
BRABRUAEATNBEREZGZI BREHA LM

Wy o

IRIEE S » BAPTEHA R A AR B > B FR A

" Dialogues, pp.99-100.

8 Nelson Pike,ed. 1970:163.
o Dialogues, p.165.

' Enquiries, p.136.
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A E AT T B E2 B 20 T KB EAS | (constant conjunction) < ' 4[]
RIS,
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FI5E o BIAIEEESTE ML o KEREE - Y e HERMIRoR B
e ASE AL SRR o NI BE S PR R A 11 R
57 > IR HEEm i il 58 - B2 > WAL RS AY R
PEAE gk LB stlgs T HEELAIRER ] - BRI RS R AN AT
58 o B > ReG TR BT A DAL o RIS AR
A BARERAREIE: - I E AT SR P AU AHAA -
S EHIERISE T - WURIFEER 5 RS BRI - (RIS
EHRATER R P57 > Bl nl AR e E s HEEE F5 1 E R
—RIEAT S > N A AT AR BRI R R A SR S {1 i
K> A2 A Rl — R - SR T E A5 T Al A a Mo U
(EEATREAS A LL 11 (R m] SEsth e — (EAR AR (Rt )
BTG T # & B AR R - °

FHIEL AT 5 - IRERE D R R L S SR AR A i e R LY ] 5

""" Enquiries, p.27.
12 Dialogues, p.144.
13 Dialogues, p.144.
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RS ITAY  HARJREET - 8 e HETE A ARSI R
EHY o IREREAE IEE DA RE (species) YR 2B E RS A AR BB HE
T 3l H DU BRI AR R

P b NE— BRI T S AP SR R R TR A B
—EWE YT T RY B AR R A F AT ..
EERELT  BAALBT AEMMAE "4, (species)
Be- TR E TR SRR AL ek
Bl 0 de RR B > ARSI R T A LA A L E R
by KA o

RIS CAVD I E A B B A I P AT IHE A ARSI A AE (L -

FREVEH AT SEROFEHN - AHECHE » (ERANFRATTFTHE A 5 S R
ERORROL > I E Rk R RE R BRI RE T HEE > T ERA R AT

% Engquiries, p.144.
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REERAEIG  AEERRIEI N AT R R HEER AR AN AT SE T o IRIBHE
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PUESR AR S am a1 T e A TR B A L e —
(8T E R A HOLF] » 28 P AR AT G A S IR IR R a T e
Syt EfEREE T BaGEEe EErE R
FRFPAME—R o DURNES 3 % 5 8 > s G RiE 7 mnvatam -

3 ~ ANEHARRE RN REHEH B RBERRREIR

IRIREE S TR BREEBE Y SILE » ATE A NJHE ARAERAA TR
PEAEREAE B RS ARTE /)N - DU R R 0 HEH BB AN
TEE o IRIEEE AR SR BB 2 At/ ) ~ gz AR > B
EAMT A DUE R vt 5 AR AL iy £ BN - He T L UE T
R IR U073 - KL R A REA R A R R R e R 8

'S Enquiries, p.144.
% Ibid.
""" Dialogues, p.149.
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{8 T AR A -

PREBFEREETIFE A AJEROSEAR ~ Rt e L A T
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( Anthropomorphism ) HS{ESZE » JER ARSI TACT B

"% Dialogues, pp.147-148.

' Dialogues, p.147.

0 Dialogues, p.169.

2! Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:128.

2 Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:164-182.
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% Dialogues, p.166.

* Dialogues, pp.166-167.

= Dialogues, p.167.

% Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:165.
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2 Dialogues, p.178.
* Dialogues, p.176.
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FH B ] 5 Bt am e DU e iy iR s T SRR e
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¥ Dialogues, p.180.
* Dialogues, p.177.
3! Tbid.

32 Dialogues, p.182.
* Dialogues, p.183.
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3 Dialogues, p.167.
¥ Dialogues, p.182.
% Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:182.
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RIS E ORI R Tk - (HEATHEREANE - HAE
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EEAE - SUHAHED & (Stanley Tweyman) G855 IRBEAMEAE
T AESMERRGTRIZAFAE > T HARSE 1 st IR 2 e
e AL MR R AR RRA B - LI AR TS
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Sy i RIS S B A i E (E Y E S E B At R
PP * DIREE S R A — A e 0y Ll - 0
1GHIH (George Nathan) DAFS - sLIRISHVBRARITS > T EEREFHY
B — [ U — R i TN R & - 3,
EATRRE PRI BRI B AR E R Y -

T - BEREEET T ESREWENSNEL ) ZRF
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3" Dialogues, p.161.

3% David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Stanley Tweyman, ed., London:
Routledge, 1991, pp. 32-33,

¥ Dialogues, p.162.

40 George Nathan, “The Existence and Nature of God in Hume’s Theism.” in Hume: A
Re-evaluation. D.W.Livingston & J.T.King, ed., New York: Fordham University Press, 1976,
pp.127-128.
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( Anthropomorphism ) °

“! David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature. L.A.Selby-Bigge and P.H.Nidditch ed.,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978, pp. 5-7.

2 Enquiries, p.19.

© B EMERETT S o T EREEE R - 20  5A0 - I HRIE TR
OB ~ TR Rk IE R » William L. Rowe, Philosophy of Religion: An Introduction.
Belmont,California; Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1993, pp. 5-15.
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* Dialogues, p.199.
* Dialogues, p.208.
* Dialogues, pp. 200-206.
4 Dialogues, p.199.
* Dialogues, p.194.
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¥ Dialogues, pp.195-196.

% Dialogues, pp.196-197.

5" Dialogues, p.200.

2 Dialogues, p.199.

3 Dialogues, p.201.

 Dialogues, p.198.
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