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The Primary Standpoint and Approaches of Chi-Tsang’s
Interpretation of the Buddhist Sutras

Chien, Kai-ting”

Abstract

In the era that Chi-Tsang lived, the sutras influencing Chinese
traditional Buddhism had been translated and spread around. However,
from the viewpoints of contemporary scholars, these Mahayana sutras
embraced by traditional monks are divergent from each other in
thoughts. Chi-Tsang’s abundant interpretation writings involved with
most of the important sutras at that time, implying that behind the
writings Chi-Tsang possessed his own fundamental principle to the
sutras and the exegetical approaches developed from the principle in
order to include and conduct the somewhat different sutras in one
system. Discussing the fundamental attitude and premise of
Chi-Tsang’s interpretation as well as the two exegetical
methods—*“Yin Bing She Yao, Bing Chu Yao Shiao” ( [ﬂ)ﬁ?&% ) ﬂﬁ
#Z&3f)) and “Tzu Shing Chi Tui Tzu Shing Te Yin Yuan,” ({4~
SPEIEpYPNA8 ) this study attempts to indicate that the “Yu Suo Te”

(ZFr#H ) and the “Wu Suo Te” (& J):’[’?'rﬁ ) of Chi-Tsang’s theory
represent the two attitudes assumed, from the angles of “Ontology”
and “Soteriology” respectively, to use and understand human language.
The exegetical establishment of “Yin Bing She Yao, Bing Chu Yao
Shiao” ([ﬂﬂfﬁ”%ﬁ—\ ) Jﬁ[@ﬁ?ﬁj) was based on the standpoint of

* Doctoral Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University.
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“ Soteriology” and pointed out that Buddha’s teaching preached in the
sutras via human language is the medicine to the particular illness
“Chih-Chien” (il ) but not the claim of “truth” based on the scope
of “Ontology.” Last and also of more importance, Chi-Tsang’s
considering himself a part of “Wu Suo Te”( Z 57 ) suggests that the
exegetical approaches discussed in this study can also be applied to

understand Chi-Tsang’s use of human language.

Keywords: Chi-Tsang, Wu Suo Te (ZFvifl ) , Tzu Shing (F11%) ,
Shiang Tai Chia ( PFE[??]: 5 ), Yin Bing She Yao ( W’ﬁ?‘i&f)



