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An Investigation on Allan Wallace’s Consciousness
Studiesof Contemplative Science

Lin, Chien-té&’
Abstract

In this preliminary study ofContemplative Sciencby Allan
Wallace, three main lines of thought are presenteda strong
criticism of scientific materialism, 2. an outliref the benefits of
cooperation between Buddhism and science in studiéged to
consciousness, 3. emphasis on the importance of Bingdhist
tradition of meditation in providing new angles thie various aspects
of consciousness. Besides, this report takes pesitispiration from
the Wallace's views on consciousness with regardbe following:
1. the limitation of scientific studies of conscsmess, 2. the
importance of Buddhist views on consciousnesd)e8athievement of
positive contributions being the first priority obktudies of
consciousness. On the contrary, some issues aedraith regard to
the importance of a clarification of Buddhist tenawlogy, as well as
the essential role that a thorough examination of waditional
presumptions of Buddhist knowledge may play in siggations
related to consciousness. | conclude by suggestiay a cautious
attitude be held when making claims toward the carbpity of
Buddhism and science, for Buddhism and science ¢alkd very
different approaches to the study of consciousnessh presenting
their own unique advantages. Furthermore, in otdegain a more
comprehensive understanding of the vast subjeatoofciousness,
these two approaches ought to be assigned equi. val
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