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Yixing Huijue and his Huayan Repentance Ritual

K. J.Solonir?
Abstract

This paper is devoted to a study of an importantuneent of late Tangut
Buddhism: The Repentance Ritual on the Platforn©oéan-like Samadhi
from the Avatamsaka Sutra\(7[& il 5 & 4SBT B TR iR (S 18
#). This text in forty-two chapters was composedrbyng Huijue (—{7
#/4 ), a monk of Tangut descent who was active in Yuan& at the
beginning of the fourteenth century. This papemmsarizes current
research on Huijue's life, his scholarly affiliatiand other various aspects of
his work, as well as the origins of the commentitgched to the text. The
conclusion is that the commentary was not fully posed by the Yunnan
Buddhist master, Cangshan Pugii(1i%%%) of the Yuan dynasty, but was
partially authored by Huijue himself.

Huijue mainly followed the late Tang and Liao ttémh of Huayan thought
and maintained the ideal of "perfect teaching" asmbilated by Liao
Buddhist masters, whose works had been availab¥xia either in Chinese
or in Tangut translations. This puts Huijue irte mainstream of pre-Yuan
Buddhist thought in northern China. He demonstrateubstantial
familiarity with the teachings of Tibetan EsoteBaddhism. His Buddhism
might be considered to be late Tangut Buddhism, ino-Sibetan
amalgamation which later became instrumental in tthesfer of Tibetan
Buddhism into Yuan China. Thus the research is friesent scholarly

paper is more than a demonstration of the vitalftfangut Buddhism during

Y Associate Professor of the Department of Buddtistlies, Fo Guang University.



BRRHE (RIT R EROBEIES
FETREERSHSE) S REE 15

45
the early Yuan dynasty.

This paper compares the work of Huijue with severtdler ritual texts
which originated in Khara-Khoto and were discoveetsewhere. Among
these ritual texts, special attention is given toe TRitual of Integrated
Repentance (Yuantong Changfli#{) from Khara-Khoto, The Huayan
Repentances and recitations (Lichan nians@ii &%) recently discovered
in China. The conclusion is that these texts beltmghe same tradition
which was based on the practice of the vows of Stebhadra, which was

popular during the Tang dynasty, but was latergmgitted to Liao and Xixia.
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