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Abstract

This paper examines two of Suzuki Daisetz Teitaro's works in
English, The Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana and Outlines of
Mahayana Buddhism. This paper investigates the influence upon
Suzuki of Carus's romantic thought of Buddhism, Suzuki's
experiences at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1899,
and Suzuki's reflections upon Japanese Buddhism during the Meiji
period. Rhetorical expressions in Suzuki's works betray his sense of
the nobility and superiority of (Japanese) Mahayana Buddhism in
comparison to other religions. When Buddhist studies began in the
West, Suzuki's works decisively influenced the later study of
Mahayana Buddhism. This paper shows the hidden religious and

political implications of Suzuki's works.
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