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A Critical Examination of the
Biographical Accounts of Fayan
Wenyi’s Enlightenment Experience

Huang, Yi-hsun”
Abstract

Chan master Fayan Wenyi’s %8k X iz (885-958) biography
is first found in the Song gaoseng zhuan R 51§ 1% (Biographies of
Eminent Monks Compiled in the Song; 988). In Fayan Wenyi’s life,
the accounts of his enlightenment experience vary the most among
his later biographical sources. The controversy starts with the Song
gaoseng zhuan's description that Wenyi first studied with Chan master
Changqing Huiling & Z#% (854-932) and then continued to study
with Luohan Guichen /% H 3K (867-928). Later biographers have
to decide which lineage Wenyi belongs to, provide justification, and
further elaborate upon Wenyi’s enlightenment experience.

The author compares Wenyi’s biographies from different periods
of time, namely the Song gaoseng zhuan, the Jingde chuandeng lu
154% % 4% (Jingde Record of the Transmission of the Lamp; 1004), the
Chanlin sengbao zhuan ##f% ¥ 1% (Biographies of Samgha Treasure
of the Chan School; 1124) and the Liandeng huiyao ¥3% &% (A

Collection of Essential Material from the Chan’s Successive Records;

" Associate professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University. The
author wishes to dedicate this article to Professor John McRae (1947-2011) in honor
of his contributions to the study of Chan.
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1183) in order to see the development and discrepancies exhibited
in each of Wenyi’s biographies. By examining Wenyi’s biographies
chronologically, the author does not try to argue which biographies
are more accurate than the others. Rather, it is more important to
understand the historical meanings behind the discrepancies of these

biographical materials.

Keywords: Fayan Wenyi, Changqing Huiling, Luohan Guichen,
enlightenment experience, records of the transmission of

the lamp
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