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A Study of Master Fen Yang Shan Zhao’s
Literature, Life and Thought

Zhang, Guo Yi”*
Abstract

Shan Zhao is an apprentice of Xing Nian and the third inherited
master of Lin-Ji-Zong in the North Song Dynasty. With Shan Zhao’s
devotion to the “Script Zen” paradigm, Lin-Ji-Zong Zen reached
a new apex. Although there are many studies on Shan Zhao today,
scholars and researchers may still find that these studies are not
enough and complete, especially in the aspect of objective analysis. In
this paper, I firstly explored Shan Zhao’s literature and then acquired a
more complete database including twenty-eight items of Shan Zhao’s
literature. The database is composed of two ‘primary literature’ and
twenty-six ‘post Zen Canon Deng History’. On such basis, the lifespan
and ideology of Shan Zhao were examined with a view to achieving a
better understanding of Shan Zhoa’s life, Zen thought, and pedagogical
approach.
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