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Does Bhaviveka Inherit Nagarjuna? -From
the Perspective of the Use of Hetuvidya

Lin, Su-An*
Abstract

The major difference between Bhaviveka and Nagarjuna as well
as other Madhyamikas such as Buddhapalita and Candrakirt etc. is
Bhaviveka’s application of Buddhist logic (hetuvidya) in his works.
However, to a certain degree, his use of inference has to accept the
system of logical rules, which, in turn, violates the view in Nagarjuna’s
Vigrahavyavartani where the means of acquiring knowledge
(pramana) is denied. Then, what are the reasons that Bhaviveka
applies hetuvidya when he explains the content of Madhyamaka? What
is the background and positive meaning behind his application? This
paper discusses whether or not Bhaviveka has successfully explained
the content of Madhyamaka by applying hetuvidya. If he does, how
does he solve the doubt in metaphysics when applying it? In other
words, how does he avoid considering pramana as real? What role
does the qualification of “from the ultimate point of view” play within
it? Additionally, though Bhaviveka is considered as the adherent of the
Madhyamaka school, he is not highly valued regarding cultivation
when compared to Buddhapalita and Candrakirt. This paper clarifies
that his method has inherited the spirit of Middle Way and it is
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convincing if we examine his philosophy as a whole.
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