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Flowers as Spring or Gold Dust as Film
in the Eyes?
Zibo Zhenke’s View on the Relationship
between Chan and Doctrine and
Its Problems on Anti-intellectualism

Lin, Wushi *
Abstract

The debate on the relationship between Chan and doctrine
appears from time to time in the history of the Chan community. One
of critical points is their different positions on “a separate transmission
apart from the doctrine”( #¥M7![{# ) and “not setting up language and
letter,”( NI ) that is, the core of the problem is to determine
what role “doctrine”( 8% ) plays in meditation and the experience
of Chan enlightenment, or if “doctrine” does not play any role.
However, if we examine this issue deeper, then we will find that the
Chan patriarchs’ positions on this debate showed their rationale. The
Chan patriarchs who emphasized the importance of doctrine also
preferred to agree that rationale can or must have a positive position in
Chan practice. But because of their emphasis on to logic and atypical
position from the mainstream, they need to explain intellectually how

doctrine is necessary and why it will influence Chan meditation.

* Ph.D. Student, Department of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts.
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Zibo Zhenke( ¥8MHEA] , 1543-1604) who is regarded as
a Noble Master( Zif#g ) in the Ming Chan community, highly
stressed the importance of literary Chan( 37 ) and doctrine
by claiming that the relation between Chan and doctrine is non-
dualistic with a metaphor: Chan is the spring, literature (including
doctrine) is the flowers. However, when Zibo tried to interpret the
theories of consciousness, direct perception (pratyaksa, & ) and
logical inference (anumana, fLE ) from Yogacara Chinese texts, his
preunderstanding which is based on *Strangama Sitra( #5EHK ) and
Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana( KIE#E(Z i ) made him return
to the anti-intellectualist position of “not setting up language and
letter” and debasing rationale. Zibo argued that the sixth consciousness
already fell into logical inference, and only the pure mind, which is
something before the arising of sixth consciousness, is able to perceive
tathata( A1) in direct perception way. However, this contradiction
makes the problem emerge again: theoretically, if doctrine plays no
role in perceiving tathatd, why and how is doctrine important for
getting enlightenment? Is doctrine gold dust as film in the eyes or the

flowers as spring?

Keywords: Zibo Zhenke, the relationship between Chan and doctrine,
the experience of enlightenment, mysticism, anti-

intellectualism
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