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The Exploratory Overlook from the
Perspective of Digital Humanities: Case
Study in the Commentarial Tradition of

Lengyan Jing in Song, Yuan, Ming Dynasty

Chih-Chang Yang, Jen-Jou Hung,
and Pang-Hsin Chou”

Abstract

This article attempts to investigate the macro overlook of the
commentarial tradition of Lengyan jing which has been recognized
as one of most influential indigenous scriptures in Chinese Buddhist
tradition. The research scope is comprised mainly of two parts: 1) The
group of the commentarial tradition of Lengyan jing in Song, Yuan,
Ming Dynasty, which includes 39-volume/312-fascicle Lengyan Jing
commentaries; 2) The possible quotation sources of the group, which
includes 670-volume/5,277-fascicle scriptures in the Buddhist Canon.

Facing massive quantities of Lengyan jing commentaries and
their related reference sources, in the past the researchers had to
selectively focus their studies in limited quantities of Lengyan jing
commentaries and their possible related reference sources. The
limitation of such research methodology failed to capture the macro

overlook of the commentarial tradition of Lengyan jing. Using the
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quantitative methodology of Digital Humanities—the quantitative
analysis of textual reuse, this article aims for an exploratory overlook
of the Commentarial Tradition of Lengyan jing which used to be very

difficult to come by if not impossible.

Keywords: Lengyan jing, commentarial tradition, textual reuse,

digital humanities
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