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The Publication and Influence of the
Jiaxing Tripitaka Buddhist Text during the
Late Joseon Dynasty

Jong-su Lee”
Abstract

This paper explores the reprinting and republication of the Jiaxing
Tripitaka Buddhist texts, initially brought to Joseon by a Chinese
drifting ship in 1681, and assesses their impact on the Joseon Buddhist
community. This article holds academic significance as it provides
a comprehensive examination of the reprinting and republishing
processes of the Jiaxing Tripitaka Buddhist texts, shedding light on
their introduction and subsequent influence.

In June 1681, during a typhoon, a Chinese merchant ship
found itself stranded on Imjado Island in Jeolla Province. Backam
Seongchong, residing in a nearby temple, was informed of Buddhist
books that had washed ashore from the ship. He gathered the books
and transported them to Jingguang Temple in Nakan. There, he
initiated the reprinting and republication process, with a particular
emphasis on materials related to Buddhist education. Following
Seongchong’s passing, various editions of the Jiaxing Tripitaka
Buddhist books were reproduced, totaling 22 different types and

comprising 249 volumes, as identified thus far.

*
Associate Professor, Department of History, Sunchon National University.
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The impact of the Jiaxing Tripitaka Buddhist texts on the Joseon
Buddhist world can be categorized into three main areas. Firstly, they
contributed to the establishment of a structured system for Buddhist
education. Secondly, they facilitated the popularization of the study
of the Avatamsaka Sutra. Lastly, they played a significant role in the
restoration of the Sect of Buddhist Commandments.

The publication and dissemination of the Jiaxing Tripitaka
Buddhist books by Seongchong, focusing on Buddhist educational
materials, facilitated a unified study approach across the country.
Among these materials, the study of the Commentaries on the
Avatamsaka Sutra emerged as particularly active, leading to a
widespread trend in Avatamsaka Sutra studies. Throughout the 17th
and 18th centuries, the books concerning Buddhist Commandments
from the Jiaxing Tripitaka were reprinted multiple times, contributing
to a deepened understanding of precepts and the subsequent
restoration of the Sect of Buddhist Commandments. Therefore, it
can be concluded that the transmission and publication of the Jiaxing

Tripitaka in 1681 revitalized the Buddhist community in Joseon.

Keywords: The Jiaxing Tripitaka, Chinese drifting ship, Buddhist
education system of Joseon Buddhism, Avatamsaka Sutra

studies, the Sect of Buddhist Commandments
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