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Beijing’s growing reliance on gangsters to further its political aims sends a

worrying signal to Taiwan.

 

Invited by Taiwan’s New Power Party (NPP), three newly elected members of Hong
Kong’s Legislative Council — Nathan Law, Eddie Chu and Edward Yiu — as well as
Demosisto Secretary-General Joshua Wong, probably the most recognizable student
movement leader worldwide, arrived in Taiwan in the early morning of Jan. 7 to
participate in a forum. Unexpectedly, suspected mobsters were waiting for them at the
airport, and protesters who shouted their opposition to what they regard as “the
con�uence of Taiwan independence and Hong Kong independence” threatened
physical violence against Wong and his companions, who were whisked away by
activists.

This was not the �rst time that the 20-year-old Wong encountered unpleasant
problems at airports. He has been detained and denied entry in Malaysia and Thailand,
obviously under political pressure from China. As a globetrotter who recently met
heavyweight U.S. politicians who would not bother to meet or even grant a meeting
with Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, this nevertheless was the �rst time that Wong faced
such a threat to his safety when disembarking from a �ight.

However, this was not the �rst time that Hong Kong opposition activists encountered
the risk of mobster violence while traveling abroad. In December last year, a group of
pro-independence Hong Kong National Party activists were threatened with physical
attack during their three-day stay in Taiwan.
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What do these incidents mean? Pro-China media in Hong Kong would certainly frame
these as a sign of the opposition’s unpopularity. There is propaganda value to
depicting these events as resentment on both sides of the Taiwan Strait toward the
independence (or localization) movements in Taiwan and Hong Kong. for example,
Hong Kong’s Takunpo, a Beijing-controlled media outlet, described the incident as
“‘Hong Kong Independence Movement’ Was Chased Away.” TVB, another pro-China
media in Hong Kong, also mischaracterized the incident in its news report. These
malicious news no doubt served Beijing’s purpose of isolating the opposition in the
special administrative region.

Such incidents also send a worrying signal to Taiwan. While pro-uni�cation fringe
groups protested against the Dalai Lama’s visit to Taiwan more than two decades ago,
they were not involved with ma�a members. But today organized crime is clearly
involved. During the 2014 Sun�ower Movement, which opposed a controversial
services trade agreement with China, pro-Beijing mobsters made their presence known
by threatening to unleash violence against student activists who were occupying the
legislature in Taipei. These recent developments clear indicate an escalating assault
upon Taiwan’s fragile democracy.

Those incidents also suggest that Taiwan is sliding toward the “One County, Two
Systems” formula as framed by Beijing in the early 1980s. In recent years, high-pro�le
mobster attacks upon the pro-democracy movement (and media) in Hong Kong have
been on the rise. Many eyewitness accounts revealed that these assaults were
perpetrated by triad members brought in from China proper. The rumors that China’s
public security o߾cers were training Hong Kong police, meanwhile, were legion.

Knowing the delicate relationship between Taiwan and Hong Kong, nobody —
especially not gangsters — should be allowed to dictate the nature and agendas of
these exchanges. One year ago, when Taiwan was about to hold its presidential and
legislative elections, many Hongkongers visited Taiwan, and most did so through the
o߾cial channels set up by the Mainland Añairs Council. Tellingly, the invitees included
pro-Beijing establishment elites and opposition politicians. Sadly, violence now
threatens to disrupt the tradition of Taiwan-Hong Kong exchanges on many fronts.

Perhaps the most ridiculous aspect of this weekend’s incident was that none of the
visitors to Taiwan advocated for Hong Kong’s independence from China, as the three
Legislative Council members only uphold the right to self-determination for the people
of Hong Kong (independence and other options were deliberately left open for the
residents of the SAR to decide). If such moderate opinions cannot be tolerated and
must be met with violence, then there is su߾cient reason to doubt Beijing’s tolerance
on just about anything.

If such moderate opinions cannot be tolerated and must
be met with violence, then there is su�cient reason to

doubt Beijing’s tolerance on just about anything.
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While there are manifest national security reasons to pay closer attention to the kind
of pro-China mobsters who succeeded in terrorizing Hong Kong opposition leaders
during their visit, Taiwan should not panic over such incidents. Resolute action is
certainly needed to monitor Beijing’s use of gangsters to further its political aims, and
there should be zero tolerance for violence by such groups against members of
society. Mobsters are a sordid social ill, which is all the more nefarious when they
become involved with certain political agendas. Chiang Kai-shek’s China, Hitler’s
Germany, and Slobodan Milošević’s Serbia are all examples of such opportunistic

relationships between gangsters and politicians. And now Xi Jinping’s China seems to
have joined that club.

However, while we defend our society against the threat of violence, we should ensure
that the right to voice one’s opinions — those expressed without violence — are fully
protected in Taiwan. Otherwise, if we fail to distinguish between free speech and
threats to society and muzzle both, Taiwan will have betrayed its democratic principles
and the values that serve to strengthen its society.

Comments

 

You might also like

 

China as a Global Leader

 335

C H I N A

E D I T O R  P I C K S

W O R L D  

China’s New Terror
Campaign Against Foreign
Opponents

 991

C H I N A

C R O S S - S T R A I T

E D I T O R  P I C K S ‘Mainlanders’ and What it
Means to be a Taiwanese

 1.5K

E D I T O R  P I C K S

S O C I E T Y  &  C U L T U R E

1 Comment Sort by 

Fred Li · Newcastle University
Number one: Mainland China detests seperationists in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Number two, it is
alerted these two stinky streams of scumbags may converge and more foul ordors. An open
society tolerates differences, however, that differences shall not disrupt normal and orderly life of
others in society.
Like · Reply · Jan 10, 2017 8:28pm

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

 March 28, 2017

 March 27, 2017

 March 14, 2017



 Search

https://sentinel.tw/tag/democracy/
https://sentinel.tw/tag/gangsters/
https://sentinel.tw/tag/hong-kong/
https://sentinel.tw/tag/triads/
https://sentinel.tw/china-global-leader/
https://sentinel.tw/china-global-leader/
https://sentinel.tw/category/china/
https://sentinel.tw/category/editor-picks/
https://sentinel.tw/category/world/
https://sentinel.tw/chinas-new-terror-campaign/
https://sentinel.tw/chinas-new-terror-campaign/
https://sentinel.tw/category/china/
https://sentinel.tw/category/cross-strait/
https://sentinel.tw/category/editor-picks/
https://sentinel.tw/mainlanders-means-taiwanese/
https://sentinel.tw/mainlanders-means-taiwanese/
https://sentinel.tw/category/editor-picks/
https://sentinel.tw/category/society-culture/
https://www.facebook.com/youchen.cai.9
https://www.facebook.com/fred.li.9235
https://www.facebook.com/fred.li.9235
https://www.facebook.com/newcastleuniversity/
https://sentinel.tw/mafia-fifth-column-taiwan/?fb_comment_id=1304365206289435_1305392932853329
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://sentinel.tw/china-global-leader/
https://sentinel.tw/chinas-new-terror-campaign/
https://sentinel.tw/mainlanders-means-taiwanese/
javascript:;
https://sentinel.tw/


2017/4/20 A Mafia Fifth Column in Taiwan: The Significance of Mobster Attacks on Hong Kong’s Opposition Politicians  Taiwan Sentinel

https://sentinel.tw/mafiafifthcolumntaiwan/ 4/5

About Us

Taiwan Sentinel is published

thanks to generous funding

Syndication

If you are interested in

reproducing in full or in part

Disclaimer

Any views or opinions

expressed in the articles are

Submissions

Authors, academics, journalists and

other specialists with expertise in

More from Cross-Strait

Editor Picks

President Tsai Dodges Another Cross-Strait
Bullet

  

A Chinese activist’s attempt to defect to Taiwan earlier
this week could have shaken the careful balancing act
that has …

 

 52

J Michael Cole  0

ChinaWatch Vol. 1 No. 5
  

A regular feature of Taiwan Sentinel, ChinaWatch
examines developments in China in the areas of internal
politics, economics and trade, …

 

 212

Staff  0

Why Washington Must Stand Up For Taiwan
  

For moral as well as geo-strategic reasons, Taiwan
matters to the United States. Abandoning it to
authoritarian forces would spell …

 879

Hugo Tierny  0

China’s Assault on Race and
Religion: Misunderstood and
Underreported

  0

Taiwan and the Missile
Defense Dilemma

  0

Is Asia Lurching Toward
War?

  0

It’s Time for China to Start
Paying Oᓻ� Its Debt to the
U.S.

  0

 Posted On April 20, 2017

 Posted On April 14, 2017

 Posted On April 12, 2017

 April 10, 2017

 March 30, 2017

 March 25, 2017

 March 18, 2017



 Search

https://sentinel.tw/president-tsai-dodges-bullet/
https://sentinel.tw/president-tsai-dodges-bullet/
https://sentinel.tw/author/cole/
https://sentinel.tw/chinawatch-vol-1-no-5/
https://sentinel.tw/chinawatch-vol-1-no-5/
https://sentinel.tw/author/staff/
https://sentinel.tw/us-must-stand-by-taiwan/
https://sentinel.tw/us-must-stand-by-taiwan/
https://sentinel.tw/author/hugo-tierny/
https://sentinel.tw/china-assault-race-religion/
https://sentinel.tw/china-assault-race-religion/
https://sentinel.tw/taiwan-missile-defense-dilemma/
https://sentinel.tw/taiwan-missile-defense-dilemma/
https://sentinel.tw/asia-lurching-toward-war/
https://sentinel.tw/asia-lurching-toward-war/
https://sentinel.tw/time-china-start-paying-off-debt-u-s/
https://sentinel.tw/time-china-start-paying-off-debt-u-s/
https://sentinel.tw/president-tsai-dodges-bullet/
https://sentinel.tw/chinawatch-vol-1-no-5/
https://sentinel.tw/us-must-stand-by-taiwan/
https://sentinel.tw/china-assault-race-religion/
https://sentinel.tw/taiwan-missile-defense-dilemma/
https://sentinel.tw/asia-lurching-toward-war/
https://sentinel.tw/time-china-start-paying-off-debt-u-s/
javascript:;
https://sentinel.tw/


2017/4/20 A Mafia Fifth Column in Taiwan: The Significance of Mobster Attacks on Hong Kong’s Opposition Politicians  Taiwan Sentinel

https://sentinel.tw/mafiafifthcolumntaiwan/ 5/5

from the New Taiwan Peace

Foundation (新台灣和平基金會).

No. 67, Lane 164, Songjiang

Rd., Zhongshan District, Taipei

City, Taiwan 104 
Tel.：+886-2-2567-8808 
Fax：+886-2-2567-0018 
E-mail：info@twpeace.org.tw

Editor in chief: J. Michael Cole 
E-mail : jmc@sentinel.tw

Report typo/errors to
corrections@sentinel.
tw

content from Taiwan Sentinel,

please direct your inquiries to:

No. 67, Lane 164, Songjiang

Rd., Zhongshan District, Taipei

City, Taiwan 104 
Tel.：+886-2-2567-8808 
Fax：+886-2-2567-0018 
E-mail：info@twpeace.org.tw

solely those of the authors

and do not necessarily

represent those of Taiwan

Sentinel or the New Taiwan

Peace Foundation. The

authors are required to avoid

making defamatory

statements or to infringe or

authorize any infringement of

copyright or any other legal

right. Any such

communication is contrary to

foundation policy and outside

the scope of the author. The

Foundation will not accept any

liability in respect of such

communication, and the

author responsible will be

personally liable for any

damages or other liability

arising.

political science, history, politics and

other related �elds are invited to

submit articles. Taiwan Sentinel will

consider op-eds, analyses, news

articles, features, photo essays and

book reviews related to Taiwan, the

Taiwan Strait, China, the Asia-Paci�c

and any global developments that are

bound to añect Taiwan. Op-eds, news

articles and book reviews should be

limited to a maximum of 1,500 words;

analyses can be longer but should be

discussed with the editor in chief prior

to submission. Taiwan Sentinel

provides competitive compensation

for articles, agreed upon prior to

publication.

© 2017 Taiwan Sentinel All Rights Reserved - Development by Squirrel.Studio



 Search

http://squirrel.studio/
javascript:;
https://sentinel.tw/

