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The theme on food and culture is gradually becoming a popular sphere.
Anthropological researches in previous ten decades are full of discussion on food. Why does
Professor Wu use the name “new wine in new bottle” to stand for the content of lecture? He
shows cover of a particular issue of American Anthropologists published in 2007 with
various kinds of bottles. Everyone can imagine all possible nature of liquid inside bottles.
Anthropologists may contribute their findings on the study of cooking wine, vinegar, or
healthy olive oil. We in fact are working on something under the frame of “anthropology of
cooking”. No matter what the name would be, it is closely related to modernity,
consumerism, and individualism. Any developing trend or change in contemporary situation

might drive researchers to create new viewpoints and discourses.
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The topic of this lecture in Chinese is “Chinese minority peoples danced out”. Why
“danced out”? On the one hand, it is certainly referring to dance, and on the other hand,
“suddenly happened” should be the best term to explain such a situation. How come the
non-Han minority peoples (they mostly are very young women) chose dramatic dancing
performances to represent themselves? Professor Wu in the first place discusses the
relationships among East Asian societies, Olympic game, and national-ethnic identity. He
continues to analyze the processes of representing China Nation and Minority Nationality of
China in terms of dancing performances. Professor Wu emphasizes that there is no so-called
essential reality of “China Nation”, it whereas is a product of an intertwined interaction
among operation of history, value competitions during the period of post-modernism, and

the understanding of time and space.
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Fieldwork is a crucial methodological experience for most of the anthropologists.

Professor Wu, based on his living observations in more than two decades, tells us about the
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independent movement among Hawaiian indigenous people since 1990. The pursuit of being
independent for Hawaiians is similar to the political goal of re-gaining Mainland proposed
by KMT government in the 1960°s and 1970’s in Taiwan. The independent organizations in
Hawaii are devoted themselves into striving for more political rights by using many kinds of

cultural symbols.
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