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Is the assertion (the claim?) -- especially by Mou Zongsan (_{f‘ 4 =) -- that there exists in
Chinese philosophy what can be called "intellectual intuition” compatible with the affirmation of
"the unity of knowledge and action” ? The French philosopher Maurice Blondel, who advocates
the philosophical significance and the "noetic" value of action, repeatedly denied the existence of
"intellectual intuition" for this very reason: knowledge can have access to being (i.e. reality) only
through the mediation of action; therefore, it is impossible for the human intelligence,
understanding and knowledge to directly grasp reality, without the participation of action. |
would like to discuss Mou Zongsan and Blondel's positions. Such a confrontation seems all the
more promising because both Mou Zongsan and Blondel were referring to Kant's denial of the
possibility of metaphysics, but in different if not opposite ways : against Kant, Mou asserted the
existence of "intellectual intuition™ on the grounds that it exists in Chinese philosophy ; whereas
Blondel questioned the Kantian presuppositions themselves, basing himself on arguments (or : a
way of reasoning) that curiously appear(s) to be even closer to Chinese thought than Mou's.

2. BAMPREE/RNDFTFEAEL (LB E B2 HR) Fr 22T
B 4o o

The project of the fourth year focuses on the relationship between feminism and nationalism
in two representative fictional works in Taiwan and Canada. Continuing with the themes in the
previous three years on postcoloniality, indigeneity, ethnicity, the research of the fourth year
interrogates the relationship between feminist writing and national identity. |1 choose Taiwanese
Li Ang’s 1998 novel The Strange Garden (miyuan) and Canadian Margaret Atwood’s The
Robber Bride (1993). Both novels tackle the intricate interrelated issues of a woman’s position in
the traditional patriarchal system, postcolonial implications in a modern society, and ethnic
interventions in the so-called “multicultural” country. All these veins are imbricated in the
definition of national identity. Li Ang’s novel, through the eyes of the heroine, Zhu Yinghong,

probes not only the writer’s concern about femininity and feminism, but also the gender role in
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relation to a grander picture of how the political myth intervenes in the national discourse and
historical memory. Zhu Yinghong, as a woman, is represented through men’s authority in
conventional fictional and historical writing, a hegemonic discourse prevalent in conceptualizing
nationalism and patriarchy. Li reinterprets the history through the body and desire of the usually
erased female voice. Likewise, Margaret Atwood’s novel challenges such a singular assumption
about “Canadian” identity. The novel’s three protagonists — Roz, Charis, Tony — console
themselves and help each other by telling stories about the mate-stealing exploits of Zenia, the
Robber Bride, a European postwar immigrant to Canada. The novel further explores the
relationships between the heroine Zenia and other women’s personal histories, the relationships
that question comfortable assumptions about white Anglophone Canadian identity and reveal
Canadian multicultural, immigrant identities. Atwood combines all the matured techniques (i.e.,
intertextual, gynocentric storytelling) and blends the important themes to the novel. Atwood, by
questioning the singular, white, colonial, male tradition, presents in her texts complicated issues
of “belonging,” of “place,” and most importantly, of what constitutes an individual in relation to

nationhood and to the history of nation-building.

3 F PRSP ESCER DL P E AL (BRI L) Fe 2P

4T

Nationhood and Postmodernity in Early Taiwan Literature In my research over the past

three years, | have frequently noticed what may be considered a postmodern tendency in the
works of early Taiwanese writers. When viewed in relation to nation formation, it seems that the
postmodernist trend may have influenced Taiwan in such a way that national identity remains a
problematic issue for us today.
Furthermore, African writers have noticed similar developments in their literature, so it is highly
interesting that the postmodern writer is often criticised and sometimes even dismissed. If
postmodernity and nationhood are both essentially Western projects, how does and how can
Taiwan literature forge a path of its own?

4, FRFPHEIEER NS T IR EEL (RO EFL BT ) aﬁ‘xﬁipi‘#§
L L

The fourth-year project will focus on the female playwrights of Taiwan and lIreland,
especially those having established theatre groups with feminist agendas. The two theatre groups
to be compared and analyzed will be Taiwan’s “Shakespeare’s Sisters” (7, F=ghpvfk ik '),
and Ireland’s Charabanc Theatre Company. The former was founded in 1995 by Yin-Chuan Wei
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(ﬁ}ﬁtzﬁ); the later 1983 with five Belfast-based actresses. The two theatre groups are known for
not only toppling the existing patriarchal values but opening up new theatrical historiography
with female voices and experiences, especially those on the social margin. Interestingly, the two
theatre groups, surviving in a conservative ethos of both cultures, explored a wide range of issues
in relation to gender, politics, and society. Not in accordance to traditional dramaturgies, their
experimental works have turned a new leaf of their national theatres, allowing the audiences to
see both women’s talents and their difficulties in many aspects. This research will argue that to
what extent these women playwrights and directors do (not) surpass their male predecessors, and

how they developed a collective force with women’s sensibilities.

5. %7 #2H R

=R EgRlE#E
FIEZF PP ERETEE G TR T G %R0 T L n ke P
(s %)*ﬁﬂ@ﬁ§\¢% Borlfi 4 WA FBergson & b - & 4R

4T

Keeping on "rethinking” the Chinese-Western philosophical dialogue while discussing the
"legitimacy" of some of the Western "conceptual frames" that have been used --- or "misused",
as | would put it as a working hypothesis --- when applied to Chinese philosophical topics, |
would like to study the influence of Bergson on Xiong Shili (f= -+ # ) ; more precisely, | intend
to investigate the question :"To what extend did Bergson's philosophy of intuition influence
Xiong Shili's thought ?" in order to find out whether the Western conception of "intuition™ is
appropriate in the context of Chinese philosophy. In other words, I would like to put forward that,
as Western "intuition™ is still an "intellectual™ conception, it is presumably not entirely fit to meet
the practical requirements of Chinese thought.
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#  (regression narcissique )~" 3% 542 e | (identification projective) &2 T & ¢ | (transfert)
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R oo
Bofé 0 &3t 2 Julia Kristeva v 2000 # efik s G14F 2 5 A=®k (“Les migrants, ou

peut on analyser l'autre langue ?’, in Débats de psychanalyse, RFP, Paris: PUF, 2000 ) # 3t &

B MR S AT TS AL R o 32 B AT oY 2 g B i anfliE &
A ST R P e § o Kristeva g 4G - FRp AT ATRERE S ED
B TRAD o R Bk Aot - 1 E#ﬂm;‘i‘?ﬁéﬁ% #- o Kristeva f4 47 ¢
HIRRZ > T @Rk 2 £ U LB o Bl A5 > a3 T AL DFET > A ien
EE RS FEg o e Kristeva B AR #F R TR L4 | HT PR : €4 FltBA L TEMEY B§
BEFOE D FEE 0 LGB W T LT OUE N ELD A e R
Pl ek rol- > e HrFs 2R A A4 d a2 v it ¥ - 2 G s L
My pltae B R E aoftinhe e & &4 -

FEEr 3 BT RARKR/EBIEE  (Research Topic: The Aesthetics of Silence in the
Sound Film) (#74c » 2= 5 B3 3+ %)
AL 1 ALH  (Duncan Chesney)

Following the pioneering work of French composer and theoretician Michel Chion, | want
to explore the nature of silence in the cinema, particularly in that of Post-War Europe.
The “silent film”, essentially, contains no meaningful silence. As argued very early on by Bela
Balazs (1930), it was only with the introduction of sound that silence could be meaningfully
deployed in the so-called “sound-track” as an aesthetic element among so many others. But it
took some time for sound technology to achieve even basic fluency, to say nothing of reaching a
sophistication comparable to the visual elements. Now, according to Chion, there is no such
thing as a “sound-track™ conceived of as an autonomous element of cinema. Rather, what is at
play in a sound film is an “audio-visual contract” between the visual and sonic elements.
However, although the visual aspects of film have been studied and theorized in great detail from
the very birth of the art form — in terms of cinematography, composition, editing, the star system,
and so forth — the sonic “half” of film has been shockingly neglected. Or, as Adorno and Eisler
assert in their programmatic and somewhat polemical piece, the institutionalized [i.e.
industrialized] cinema itself has neglected the “sound-track”, and the theoretical neglect follows
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from the poverty of the object, as much as from a deafness of the theoretical subject.

Chion’s single-handed efforts have put the sonic element of cinema on the theoretical map.
His studies on voice on film (1982), sound in film (1985), speech on film (1988), audio-vision
(1990), music in film (1995) sound in general (1998), and finally a grand synthesis, Un art
sonore, le cinéma: histoire, esthétique, poétique (2003), constitute the theoretical basis of my
study. However, Chion’s insights in to silence as an element of sound — and not a merely
negative element — have been, though suggestive, very brief and inconclusive (e.g. 1990: 50-52).

My particular interest is in the use of silence in the Post-War Modernist Film, particularly in
what Andras Balint Kovécs refers to as post-neo-realist minimalism (i.e. Antonioni, Jancso,
Akerman, Angelopoulos, and very early Fassbinder and Wenders). Kovacs’ taxonomy derives
primarily from visual and narrative criteria (rarefaction of narrative linked to continuity of visual
style, whether through long take cinematography, various forms of static composition, or on the
contrary of fluid, seamless tracking shots, “geometrical minimalism” of visual style [149], and so
forth), and his sensitivity to sonic elements of minimalism is muted. However, Chion himslef has
drawn attention to Antonioni’s key role in the use of sound and silence, and since Antonioni is
the main figure in this minimal strand of Post-War film, according to Kovécs, a long-standing
interest of mine in Antonioni’s films — as complete audio-visual achievements of the first order —
is here given confirmation. Therefore, Antonioni is to be the key auteur in my study, although

Akerman and others will also be very important.

Research Purpose

What | want to discover through Antonioni and the other minimalists of the 60s and 70s is the
role of silence in cinematic minimalism, and by extension, the place of cinema in Post-War
minimalism more broadly conceived (not only Donald Judd, Robert Morris, Tony Smith — and
pre-cursors Newman and Rothko — but also John Cage, Morton Feldman, and their successors in
music, as well as Samuel Beckett and the nouveau romanciers, and so forth). To my knowledge,
this sort of broad, comparative inquiry is unusual, though not without precent, for example Leo
Bersani and Ulysse Dutoit’s Arts of Impoverishment: Beckett, Rothko, Resnais which is
something of a model for my study.

Two Year Research Objective
My first goal is to complete initial research on Antonioni and perhaps try to publish an
autonomous piece on sound (silence) in his great 60s trilogy.
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With this work in place, | can proceed to broaden my study from Italy to France (Duras —
Resnais — Robbe-Grillet: silence, cinema, and the nouveau roman); to Belgium (Akerman); to
Hungary (Miklés Jancsd); to Germany (Fassbinder and Wenders); and so on, towards a
generalization about sound and minimalism in the Post-War European cinema.

Ultimately this will constitute a major part of a larger study whose purview is greater than
the proposed Cinema research topic: silence in Post-War Minimalism, or Late Modernism.

Texts (Tentative)

Achilli, Alberto, Alberto Boschi, and Gianfranco Casadio (eds.). Le sonorita del visibile. Longo,
1999.

Adorno, Theodor and Hanns Eisler. La Musique de cinéma. L’arche, 1972 [Komposition fiir den
Film, 1969.]

Altman, Rick (ed.). Sound Theory, Sound Practice. Routledge, 1992.

Antonioni, Michelangelo. Fare un film & per me vivere. Marsilio, 1994,

Antonioni, Michelangelo. | Film nel cassetto. Marsilio, 1995.

Antonioni, Michelangelo. Quel Bowling sul Tevere. Einaudi, 1983.

Antonioni, Michelangelo. Sul Cinema. Marsilio, 2004.

Balasz, Béla. Der Geist des Films. Suhrkamp, 2001 [1930].

Bersani, Leo, and Ulysse Dutoit, Arts of Impoverishment. Harvard, 1993.
Bondanella, Peter. Italian Cinema from Neorealism to the Present. Continuum, 1990.
Brunette, Peter. The Films of Michelangelo Antonioni. Cambridge, 1998.

Cardullo, Bert (ed.). Michelangelo Antonioni Interviews. Mississippi, 2008.
Chatman, Seymour. Antonioni, or the Surface of the World. California, 1985.
Chatman, Seymour, and Guido Frank (eds.). L’avventura. Rutgers, 1989.

Chion, Michel. La voix au cinéma. Cahiers du Cinéma, 1982.

Chion, Michel. Le son au cinéma. Cahiers du Cinéma, 1985.

Chion, Michel. La parole au cinéma. Cahiers du Cinéma, 1988.

Chion, Michel. L’audio-vision. Armand Colin, 1990.

Chion, Michel. La musique au cinéma. Fayard. 1995.

Chion, Michel. Le son. Armand Colin, 1998.

Chion, Michel. Un art sonore, le cinéma. Cahiers du cinéma. 2003.

Cuccu, Lorenzo. La visione come problema. Bulzoni, 1973.

Didi-Huberman, Georges. Ce que nous voyons, ce qui nous regarde. Minuit, 1992.
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Kovacs, Andrés Balint. Screening Modernism. Chicago, 2007.

Marcus, Millicent. Italian Film in the Light of Neorealism. Princeton, 1986.
Micciché, Lino. Cinema italiono: gli anni ’60 e oltre. Marsilio, 1995.
Prédal, René. Michelangelo Antonioni ou la vigilance du désir. CERF, 1991.
Restivo, Angelo. The Cinema of Economic Miracles. Duke, 2002.

Rohdie, Sam. Antonioni. BFI, 1990.

Sitney, P. Adams. Vital Crises in Italian Cinema. Texas, 1995.

Weis, Elisabeth, and John Belton. Film Sound. Columbia, 1985.
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F3RI R SRS eI E (Classic Case Studies in Psychoanalysis )
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L rend BAEF > T2 R 04718470 2PV RS- F o GldcE 12 (Vérité) o

Bl e R T oM A AERBELESEE B THRE R
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2 RehE B, — 7 2 e Derrida #7422 T A 24 B | (autographie) o &3+ H R
[ AW e - R A L gkl :}}%x{ , (Krankengeschichte) » — 2 & 17 Nz wm® | 2

96



h»’%ﬁﬁié i AR A R B A T - 2 R R TR R
- TR AR A A BB L B B 2 NI T il G o

Fo ETREHELT IEA SATT B m S B A 24T e - A TR
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1905e (- BEcErAR 2 A 472 % (A& 3% 5] )) (Bruchstiick einer Hysterie-Analyse )
1909b (7 & 9 & P2 & 47 (] % #7% 5] )) (Analyse der Phobie eines flinfjahrigen
Knaben )

1909d (- 5z 18 A TR PR (& % %1%])) (Bemerkungen tber einen Fall von

Zwangsneurose )

1911b (M- p B EF I B R i bl 2 A A 4T L ( Schreber % ] ) )
( Psychoanalytische Bermerkungen uber einen autobiographisch beschriebenen Fall von
Paranoia )

1918b[1914] (- 23 # R R g g4 j2 £ % i) ) )(Aus der Geschichte einer infantilen
Neurose )

2

B EFEREE T AL BOIRE > RS E A AR R H R
B kv o at @ Derrida & Spéculer sur Freud (in La carte postale, Paris, Flammarion,
1980) — % ¢ “rBEIIz TR A2 HE B —HA At iom— g R ) 2 gk kg It
B 1R R A A R R Y 2 2R Eﬂ%ﬁrf o

1907a (Bc? (RFF ) ¢ 2 % 23 ) (Der Wahn und die Traume in W. Jensens
« Gradiva »)

1908e ( i 327 = & ) (Der Dichter und das Phantasieren )

1910c (¥~ & - 3 & w i) (Eine Kinderheitserinnerung des Leonardo da Vini )
1914b (¢ ;q‘.’ B9 ARz Aa ) (Der Moses des Michelangelo )

1917e ( »M-22 &4 ) (Trauer und Melancholie )

1923d (4 € %k 2 - A4 5g ) (Eine Teufelsneurose im siebzehnten Jarhundert)
1928b (M A7L » & AT BRI ) ( Dostojewski und die Vatertétung )
1937d (A& > - =% 2 4 ) (Moses ein Agypter)

1937e (4% Ba T BEEE A ... > (Wenn Moses ein Agypter war ... )
1938a (#% F P i % ) (Ein Wort zum Antisemitismus )
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Subalternity
AFL I HL

This project takes as its point of departure the following question: As visible as racial
differences—or physical characteristics of a certain race in the eye of another—were, why did
they appear invisible in the dawning moments of modern (western) democracy, invisible in the
sense that the enslaved race was not even considered part of the socio-political order premised on
equalitarianism? It seeks to explore the curious phenomenon of the ostensible invisibility of race
in historical junctures in which glaring racial difference was in various ways rendered a spectacle,
and to offer a Lacanian reading of the workings of race and subalternity through the slave figure.
Building on Kalpana Seshadri-Crooks’s pioneering and seminal work on a Lacanian theory of
race, in which she conceives race as a “regime of visibility” structured around Whiteness as a
Master Signifier (in the Lacanian sense), | would further propose that such a regime of visibility
nonetheless hinges on a certain invisibility (of racial difference), which represents no more than
the inherent impossibility of such representations.

The slave, who needs not be but is almost exclusively marked along racial lines, is
conceived in this paper not only as the patently subaltern, the unrepresentable vis-a-vis the
dominant political order, but also as the constitutive exclusion, the foreclosed element that
exemplifies both the visibility and invisibility of race. In the case of the post-Bastille France
confronted by the burning question of colonial slavery, for example, racial visibility/invisibility
can be instantiated by the slave figure in terms of what I call the specter/spectacle of subalternity.
I shall show in my analyses how the spectacle of racial difference is intertwined with its specter,
which threatens the consistency of the representational system itself, much in the way the real
appears as the internal limit of the symbolic. Cast in Lacanian terms, such subalternity, as real,
emerges as an existence without predicates, a spectral or surplus existence that cannot be caught
up in the positivity of the social. However, since the politically unrepresentable can only be
mapped, in a distorted way, onto a particular difference within the social, it is constantly
susceptible to the misrepresentation, and hence, domestication by the dominant socio-political
order, often in the form of spectacle. The flip side of such misrepresentation is that its subversive
potentials lie, paradoxically, in the misrecognition of subalternity, in whatever shape or form, as
the unrepresentable has no other means of articulation. Teasing out the pivotal role of the real in
contemporary Lacanian analyses of concrete socio-political phenomena, my project will then
explore the propinquity of spectacle and spectrality in the instantiations of subalternity and racial
(in)visibility in some literary, critical, and visual representations, which include Fanon’s account
of the peasant uprisings in the Algerian decolonization movement and the image of the black

body in US literary and popular imaginations since slavery.
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FEF- CRREROT R PP F i IS (The Other Side of Freud: The Subject
Mode of the Late Lacan)
A4 2
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* DT AR G 2 e F P Lacan ¢+ MR- v L FFECOA MBI Flti I Ary T
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BT o B EHER AT U E B A ST AA A F s TSR o

Lacan & (% -+ - #) ¥ # 9 & ¢ A 43 Freud p Beyond the Pleasure Pr|n0|ple (&
EedicBREM > » kg A & %%gF”fr e B s 4 Freud e B B4R ¢ 2 2R 22 Beyond
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(% @)y = )*k » 4z . Jacques Lacan and the Other Side of Psychoanalysis
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3. & F AP 2 R FH Bt (2008)
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competitiveness in the international arena, schools at all levels in Taiwan have in recent years
undertaken reform in English education. One major objective of the various curricular
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innovations and changes in this wave of reform is to develop learners’ communicative abilities in
English. How such an objective can be achieved in the often large-size English as a foreign
language (EFL) classrooms, however, has received limited research attention to date. For most
EFL learners, classroom interaction plays a crucial role in their development of communicative
abilities in English because opportunities for extensive target language interaction are mostly
restricted to the language classroom. Nevertheless, what is commonly observed in many EFL
classrooms is the learners’ low participation. Previous studies (Tsui, 1996; Liu & Littlewood,
1997; Ferris, 1998; Cheng, 2000; Hsu, 2001) show that communication apprehension, among
others, is a commonly cited cause of the seeming reticent and passive behavior observed in
ESL/EFL learners. This study aims to explore the nature and phenomenon of communication
apprehension by incorporating various oral activities into college EFL classrooms. This in-depth
investigation of learners’ communication apprehension shall not only help shed light on the
tongue-tied phenomenon so prevalent in the EFL classroom, but also provide useful pedagogical
implications for effective use of oral activities to enhance EFL learners’ communication
proficiency.
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1.32006 #3+%

Underlying this study is VWgotsky’s (1978, 1986) sociocultural theory in which
speaking/oral communication is viewed not only as simple message transmission and reception
but also as a “thinking, cognitive” tool. Through language use, humans (learn to) control
themselves, others, and objects (language and tasks are two such examples). Within this
framework, speaking in the foreign language class assists the language learner in achieving
control of the target language and the classroom collaborative task as well. In other words, we
support the view that speaking, thinking, and acting are not three separate activities; rather, they
constitute each other. By speaking, language learners “talk through, think through, and act
through” the problem situation (Brooks, Donato, and McGlone, 1997).

In the first year, our student participants come from two colleges, College of Engineering,
and College of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science. The data provided by this group of
students have reasonably generated not only a host of factors that contribute to EFL learners’
communication apprehension, but a list of specific features and patterns of language-learner talk
(such as metatalk, talk about task, use of L1, use of L2, and self-talk). These findings provide the
foundation on which further investigations of learners’ L2 communication apprehension in the
following four years will build. A research paper based on the preliminary findings of the
first-year’s study will be presented at “The First National Conference on College English” to be
held on November 25, 2006. (Continued on P. 3, Progress by Year)

1.4 2007 & & %

1AL KE: AFF223E  F-FERITED LAY THEr - ol o
WAL cBHFL AP 1ER T FTER EFR A EER A &PF B
2T~ F o 2R

142 By %8 4:

(1) &2 (2008): zF# % Hsu, Hong-Ying. Strategy Based Instruction Intervention in the
Language Classroom. Taipei: Bookman Books.

(2) #= % 4. 3F= &, FHE%® Hsu, Wen-Hsien & Hsu, Hong-Ying. (November 11, 2007).
“Communication Apprehension in the University EFL Classroom.” T % -+ = E ¢ &3 ®# % ~
# 5 W%t € (The Sixteenth International Symposium and Book Fair on English
Teaching) -

(3) # = % % #F = & Hsu, Wen-Hsien. (April 4, 2007). “Coping with Communication Anxiety
through Cooperative Learning Activities.” " ®*%:% % # 7 1 ¢ 2007 # &3+ ¢ |, (The
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International Society for Language Studies 2007 Conference) -

(4) # = % 4. 3F = & Hsu, Wen-Hsien. (November 25, 2006).

“ Transforming Freshman English Classes into Collaborative Learning Groups.” " > W+ & & ~
g w# 3t € 4 (The First National Conference on College English) -

LTAB R it A 58 &3 00T 2 B §
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144 8
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(1) ki< 8 Teazgpm gty L3wd-— - 1y
95 & 12 % 29 p B {7
S R
#.42: “When English Classes Are No Longer Exam-Oriented”
(2) e~ BEF 0 BAT#
%E5" 11l p EiF
S R
# %7 “Teacher-Student Interaction in the L2 Classroom”

2.8, 17 vt 2 K {73 ;4 (Strategies and Methods)

This study adopts a data-driven, qualitative research design. The use of qualitative
approaches with data collected from multiple sources and with multiple methodological
instruments in naturalistic settings (Seliger & Shohamy, 1989; Denzin & Lincoln, 1994;
Riggenbach, 1999) gives an in-depth and comprehensive description of learners’ naturally
occurring language behavior in the university EFL classroom. It also allows learners’
participation patterns during class activities, and the changes in those patterns over time, to
emerge from the data as themes for inspection, thereby providing insights that tend to be
obscured or unavailable from analysis based on numerical data alone.

This study explores university EFL learners’ communication apprehension in a foreign
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language by incorporating oral activities into classroom instruction. The oral activities include
oral journal, group or pair work, group presentations, and individual presentations. The
participants of this study will be university students taking Freshman English courses for
non-English majors. The research data include entries of students’ oral journal and reaction
reports, classroom audio/video recordings, learning reflection logs, questionnaire surveys, and
interviews.

3 T R (Progress by Year)

Based on the findings from the first two years’ study, during the third year, we developed a
series of pedagogical interventions that aimed at enhancing learners’ aural/oral training in
general and English communication skills in particular. These interventions included various oral
activities that became an integral part of our Freshman English curriculum. By incorporating
these oral activities into our regular classroom instruction, we attempted to help learners cope
with their communication apprehension and anxiety.

In the fourth and fifth years of executing this research project, we would like to employ
triangulation that includes qualitative and quantitative data in our analyses in order to construct
meaningful explanations from multiple data sources, including entries of students’ oral journal
and reaction reports, questionnaire surveys, classroom video-recordings, semi-structured
interviews, learning logs, and listening proficiency and oral English proficiency assessments. In
qualitative analysis, themes that emerge from the various data sources will be identified,
compared, cross-examined with quantitative data, and developed using the constant comparative
method. Quantitative data will be analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences). The primary statistical techniques that will be conducted include: (1) descriptive
analysis: mean, standard deviation, correlation coefficient, (2) Cronbach alpha for internal
consistency reliability test and inter-rater reliability tests, (3) paired-samples t-test.

In the fourth year, we would like to involve subjects sampled from College of Law and
College of Life Science. We will continuously monitor and inspect learners’ attitudes toward the
pedagogical interventions developed in the previous year, as well as their perceived effectiveness
of these interventions in promoting their English communication proficiency. Moreover, we will
conduct a pilot study with a sample of non-freshman undergraduates taking the “On-line English
Program” (OEP). The purpose of including sophomores, juniors, and seniors in the study is to
ensure a more representative and comprehensive description of the phenomenon of EFL
university learners’ communication apprehension. In the fifth year of the study, we shall have
had a huge amount of data in hand. Based upon these data, we hope to, eventually, develop a
taxonomy of the major features and patterns of communication apprehension and to suggest
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some effective ways of adopting oral activities in the EFL classroom. We would also like to do a
comparative study to see in what aspect(s) and to what extent students across different colleges
might differ, if any, in their manifestations of the fear of speaking in a foreign language.
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1.7 #¢ &3+ 4 P & (Five - Year Project Objectives)
1.17 #¥ 234 p 4k (an outline of five-year project)

Teaching on the Internet becomes more and more a must for any kind of institution
concerned with higher education. Since the mid-nineties the term blended learning is in the
center of the discussion how to teach on / with the Internet.

The discussion about blended learning revolves around three main discourses held in
society as a whole: the discourse of technology, the discourse of information age and the
discourse of pedagogy.

However, departments teaching foreign language acquisition and foreign literature research
tend to ignore this development. Furthermore, the term blended learning is not yet defined or
even filled with content, neither for the language acquisition nor literature teaching field. A
conceptual framework for the design of blended learning is still at large. Blended learning might
give higher education the chance to regenerate its proceedings and thus lead to a high impact on
future research, education and consequently on the whole society. However, we prefer the term
blended teaching, since we as researchers, teachers and course designers deal with the teaching
process and should suit this process to a knowledge based on a constructivist approach to
learning itself!

Each of the following objectives will be addressed on a theoretical level and later in an
applied research:

1. What is blended learning/teaching?

2. How does blended teaching influence foreign language teaching?

3. How does blended teaching influence the reception of foreign literature itself?

4. How does blended teaching influence the teaching of foreign literature and its research?

5. Which impact has blended teaching on the process of (language) learning itself?

6. How does blended teaching influence the teaching process and didactical scheme in higher
education?

7. Which impact has blended teaching on the class size and the cost?

None of the questions above have been answered yet; many of them are even not discussed,
especially not the specific cultural background in the Taiwanese setting. Practitioners around the
world try to solve those questions on a case-to-case basis, still lacking a coherent theory, a
common accepted framework not even to speak of a didactical method for the teaching of
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languages or literature. A simple transfer from the theoretical on-the-job-training of the
management and the practical business work definitely won’t do it! Our research team aims to
combine different single research projects related to blend teaching under a common theoretical
reference frame.

The answers to those questions above and the development of conceptual-didactical
framework on a theoretical sound basis are essential for future decisions in further education.
We are aiming at the level of Heidelberg University, Germany, ranked 71 among the 100 best
universities worldwide (viz http://ed.sjtu.edu.cn/rank/2005/ARWU2005_Top100.htm ) and
Technical Munich University, ranked 53" among the technical universities worldwide
(http://ed.sjtu.edu.cn/rank/2005/ARWU2005_TopEuro.htm).

Furthermore the applicant would like to mention, that a ranking in the field of language

didactics and pedagogy is not available! Of course we have total faith to become the world’s
leading university in internet based blended language teaching methodology.

S PFEREEE
2.1 %- # B3 § (First-year project)

The first-year project aims to create a common theoretical basis for further empirical
research in this project. This includes the review of the relevant literature to be acquired, and the
planning of the empirical research. The latter one requires the study of quantitative and
qualitative research procedures. The basic research will cover the answer to the questions, what
blended teaching/learning is and what requirements have to be fulfilled. This parameter will
determine the further research in the project.

% - & R 5% (First-year result)

The result of the first year project included a common setting of parameter. Each participant
has given a colloquium presentation about his/her topic. An extensive discussion lead to the
setting of relevant definitions and the review of the current status quo in each field of research.
The results will be presented in a publication due mid 2007, published in Europe, thus
multilingual. Other scholars from other European and Taiwanese academic institutions were
invited to participate. Some of the papers have already been submitted to different journals, still

pending editorial approval.

22 %= # R34 (Second-year project)

Conducting and evaluating several different empirical studies based on the common
theoretical approach. During the first part of the year the pilot studies will be performed, in case
an empirical-statistical approach is chosen by the researcher of a sub-project. This process will

118


http://ed.sjtu.edu.cn/rank/2005/ARWU2005_Top100.htm
http://ed.sjtu.edu.cn/rank/2005/ARWU2005_TopEuro.htm

be supported by the whole research group. In the second part of the year, the final data winning
process will be performed; data will be statistically processed and later interpreted under the
common theoretical reference frame.

The members of the group, who are concerned with the issue of reviewing relevant
literature, will work on a theoretical reference frame which can be applied to the theory of
blended learning: So far only case studies are available, but no complete theory of an educational
and didactical framework. Each sub-project will be subject to evaluation by the group’s peer
members as well as the faculty members. Refereed publications are, of course, within the
intended goal of this year’s project.

% - & B eh¥ 5% (Second-year result)

The probably most important result of this year 2007 (= April to Oktober2007) was the
publication of the refereed book: Merkelbach, C. (Hg.) (2007) Gemischte Lehr- und Lernformen
im Fremdsprachenunterricht. Werkstattberichte. Shaker Verlag: Aachen, which compiles the

research papers not only of the participants of our research group but also of some foreign
scholars (Germany, Greece, Italy, France).

Furthermore the blended teaching approach has been applied to various classes (French2,
Germanl, German 4, and English writing). All of those classes are under steady observation and
are subject to evaluation in our monthly meetings. The German 4 class presents a special case,
since it is conducted in collaboration with the Maximilian Ludwig University, Munich, Germany.
During the whole teaching process data are collected in order to evaluate the possibility of
outsourcing parts of the language acquisition classes.

As can be seen in the final report (already submitted), members of the group visited various
international conferences and presented their research.

As a result of the research into blended learning approaches Dr. Chris Merkelbach has been
invited to lecture for three weeks at the Berlin University of Technology, Institute of Language
and Communication in January / February 2008.

23 % = # A3 % (Third-year project)

The third year views the Blended Learning concept in foreign language acquisition from
different angles:

Mr. Chris Merkelbach will conduct research on how to apply Languages for Specific
Purpose (LSP) into the blended learning concept. Mr. Merkelbach will research more the
theoretical background of LSP (Law and Medicine) which will lead to methodological guideless
for the implementation

Mr. Rummel and Mr Merkelbach will further conduct their research of the advanced level
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language acquisition (German 4) as a mean of outsourcing language training and preparing
students to pass relevant exams (Test DaF, etc.)

Ms. Janet Yuvienco’s research provides results of an Action Research on the design,
implementation and evaluation of an ICT-supported course in English language education.

Mr. Oberreiter will conduct research into DACH (German, Austrian and Swiss) literature and
how the development of modern media have changed / will change the perception of literature
and culture as a whole.

% = £ Ren% % (Third-year result)

During this year Mr. Chris Merkelbach has achieved a deep understanding about LSP and
the different understanding of this matter in Europe and the USA. In addition he implemented a
Blended Learning Course in cooperation with Berlin University of Technology in order to
conduct research in the matter of content courses aimed at teachers’ education of LSP. In the
center of this class is the topic of teaching methodology of medical terminology. Furthermore 2
related articles were send out for review and accepted. In December 2008 a book with a
collection of 15 articles about teaching languages in a Chinese heritage society will be published.
Furthermore he started the research into a virtual tool for lexic acquisition in order to enhance
the foreign language learning process of medical students. The final report of this part of the
project is expected to be published in late 2009 or early 2010.

Mr. Stefan Rummel has finished the comparison between an online lead German class and
a more traditional class on high intermediate level German (B2). The final report was accepted
by the reviewer and is going to be published in the above mentioned Furthermore Mr. Rummel is
going to report about the success of the project at the Pan-Asian DAAD-Meeting in Wuhan in
November 20009.

Ms. Janet Yuvienco successfully conducted research into the components of a learning
environment that helps to foster learners’ proactive attitude towards foreign language learning
within the higher education. On the basis of her research she designed a Freshman English
Course with a blended learning approach (course number 102 83020). In addition she presented
a paper at the World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia and
Telecommunications 2008 in Vienna, Autria. Please refer to following website (Article available
upon request)
http://www.editlib.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Reader.NoAccess&paper _id=29015 .

Mr. Suitbert Oberreiter has conducted his research in Germany and Austria in different
literature archives in order to answer the question how the globalization affects the role of the
German Culture and Language in a destructive world. His results will be published in the article
~Literatur im Abseits. Uber die mangelnde Unterstiitzung, welche die Literatur in Gesellschaften
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nicht erst neuerdings erfédhrt und welche Konsequenzen diese nach sich zieht.“

24 % = # B33% (Forth-year project)

For the forth year the original team succeeded to interest three more colleagues to take part
in the project, Blended Learning and Language Acquisition® There will be six participants in the
team: Chris Merkelbach, Suitbert Oberreiter, Janet Yuevienco, Sean Allan, Vassilis Vagios,
and Pablo Deza Blanco. In the following I present the common framework for this years project.
Single project abstracts can be found below. Please refer to Appendix 1.

During the forth year the matter of Blended Learning and Foreign Language Acquisition
will be regarded from different viewpoint. All members of the team have a different expertise in
this field. The results of their research will be published in a group publication as well as in

single publication in international journals.

Mr. Chris Merkelbach will conduct more research on how to apply Languages for Specific
Purpose (LSP) into the blended learning concept. Mr. Merkelbach will research more the
theoretical background of LSP (Medicine) which will lead to methodological guideless for the
implementation. In addition he will evaluate a BL-class currently taught until February 2008
about this topic. Furthermore he plans to finish a virtual tool for lexic acquisition for medical
students who learn foreign terminology. As the leader of this project he will carefully support
lounger faculty in order to get published. He will be guest editor of the internationally renown
journal: Zeitschrift fur Interkulturellen Fremdsprachenunterricht (http://zif.spz.tu-darmstadt.de/)
in the first half of the year 20009.

Mr. Sean Allan’s project looks at the connection between the challenges of using media
and literature in an ESL classroom and the challenges of using web technology as an
instructional tool. The project will look at how formulating a media ecology- and
literature-driven approach to ESL instruction can utilize web-based material and how a “teacher
driven” (but not “teacher centered”) instruction method cannot just function with computer- and
web-based material but thrive with their inclusion.

Mr. Pablo Deza Blanco will examine the mitigation in the oral discourse of Spaniards and
Taiwanese learners of Spanish as a Foreign Language. The study focuses on the pragmatic
function and distribution of lexical and syntactic mitigators in the oral discourse of Spaniards
and Taiwanese in formal and informal situations. The three speech acts analyzed are invitations,
requests and suggestions. In order to achieve a native like fluency, mitigators are an integral part
of language acquisition and in principle all communication. In order to conduct this research,
participants have to carry out six dramatizations which after recording transcription will be
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analyzed using SPSS version 16. He will use an analysis of variance (ANOVA) and paired
sample t-test in order to contrast average mitigators uses among groups and formality level. The
research will focus on lexical and syntactic mitigators. As a consequence it will be also discussed
in how far the relevant matter of mitigators can be implemented usefully into a Blended Learning
concept.

Ms Janet Yuvienco will conduct research into the matter of Tandem Teaching, which
involves a close coordination between a Language Instructor (LI) and a Teaching Assistant (TA),
who acts as a Language Facilitator, enabling learners to be involved in various real experiences
of the use of the foreign language. Her study aims at arriving at an estimated knowledge of the
components, relations and interactions involved in co-teaching (that is, between a LI and a TA)
of a course designed within an ICT-supported learning environment. Results of the study may
offer recommendations on efficiently offering and evaluating Blended Learning courses offered
at Higher Education.

Mr. Suitbert Oberreiter deals with the (global) Crisis of Survival of the last 30 years and

the ongoing struggle in society that has installed a kind of ,,Megaphilosophie* (Joachim Koch).
There already exists quite some interesting literature on this topic, but it has rarely been linked to
education in this field [of Literature]and even less to the new social status of cultural activities
and Literature as such. It is a goal of this project to show developments that are presently going
on in society and that are relevant to our art-like or other-than-functional understanding of our
world. I should explain the status in which we currently find ourselves and how we should judge
those new developments that influence our vision of the world as well as anything that concerns
mankind.

Mr. Vassilis Vagios’ project intends to examine the possibility of advancing his plan to offer
students greater language awareness in order to interpret classical Greek texts with regard to its
didactic and pedagogical presentation by utilizing computer technology. In particular, he plans to
create a small database of suitably tagged proems of Classical Greek Oratory and to explore the
visual presentation of the features of each of these texts. It is further envisaged that the final
product will have interactive features that would allow the students to explore the effects of
alternative choices, choices that the author could have made but he did not.

= ~HFRE 2 HF3 N (Strategies and Methods)

The methods may vary for each sub-project.

1. Empirical research and statistical evaluation of the to-be-won data pool (qualitative and
quantitative)

2. Review and critical evaluation of the relevant literature about blended learning and its
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impact on teaching on tertiary level

3. Definition of parameters (based on lit review) in order to evaluate IT-platforms for teaching
purposes

4. Design of a general model (theory) for blended teaching and verification / falsification
process through experimental application

5. Interpretation of qualitative and quantitative data and critical comparison with other data
published in the relevant literature. (SPSS)

The proceeding of this joint research project includes monthly colloquia with the aim to
report about the progress of the different sub-projects. In the beginning phase a common
reference frame will be set. That reference frame includes defining and setting the terminology in
this field (which is currently more than ambiguous), the setting of a shared understanding of
learning theory (cognitive, constructive, behaviorist), and the design of the different empirical
studies. Afterwardss the meeting will serve as a forum for discussion and scholarly evaluation of
the different projects.

r ~ §{TPEAE R (Progress by Year)

1. Year: Setting a common theoretical framework for the consecutive empirical studies

2. Year: Preparation of empirical studies, conducting and evaluating several different empirical
studies based on the common theoretical approach First volume of research report
»Guidelines of Internet Based Blended Teaching at Tertiary Level. Research and Results« to
be internationally refereed and published at the end of the year (Print).

3. Year: Collection of data in the different blended learning classes. Evaluation and discussion
of the data received during the research process. Development of didactic-methodological
guidelines. Discussion and research how LSP (Language for Specific Purposes) can be
mainstreamed and implemented by blended learning approaches. At the end of the year a
collection of articles will be published which center around the topic of blended learning of
foreign languages in a Chinese heritage society.

4. Year: Application and further research into the matter of Blended Learning and Language
Acquisition. This includes more practical topics, like the creation of a data bank of classical
Greek poems; and the design, execution and evaluation of Blended Learning classes taught
across continents. This also includes more theoretical linguistic research, like mitigators in
oral speech, pedagogical theoretical research into the approach of blended learning tandem
teaching; and philosophical research on the aim and use of art and literature in a increasing
utilitarian world. By the end of the year, the members of the team will visited different
international conferences, given public lectures and published several papers about the topic
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at hand. At the end of the year volume 2 of the book about blended learning of foreign
languages in a Chinese heritage society will be published.

. Year: A new volume of research report »Guidelines of Internet Based Blended Teaching at
Tertiary Level. Research and Results« to be internationally refereed and published at the end
of the year (Print). Implementation of blended teaching classes (FL und Lit.) at NTU
according to guidelines/result form research project and their evaluation/scholarly

surveillance.
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Appendix 1

Individual Abstracts 4™ Year

Sean Michael David Allan: Teaching literature using web technology as tool

My project looks at the connection between the challenges of using media and literature in

an ESL classroom and the challenges of using web technology as an instructional tool.
A study of media ecology—how we interact with film, television, advertising, etc.—is a useful
way to explore how language works, and in an intermediate or advanced ESL context we can
usefully explore media composed both in the students’ first and second languages (e.g. we can
discuss in English media composed in the first language, and we can use English language media
to strengthen English comprehension). Literature is useful in an ESL setting when explored
from a “speech-act” perspective (c.f. the work of Mary-Louise Pratt, etc.), so the “literariness” of
media and traditional literature converge to form a corpus of texts from which the ESL student
can draw and learn strategies for mastering standard and vernacular English.

The media ecology approach, however, requires the instructor to invest a lot of time and
energy in the dynamics of the classroom. To use Paul Virno’s term, it requires a great deal of
“affective labor” for the instructor to “translate” and show the ways in which a consideration of
media ecology becomes a way to immerse oneself in a second language (for students need a
great deal of examples and dynamic forms of attention to be encouraged to undertake a focused
study of media ecology). The “affective” nature of this labor leads to a key question—viz., How
does the personality-driven instructor continue to inspire students outside of the classroom with
supplementary computer- and web-based programs?  This project will look at how formulating
a media ecology- and literature-driven approach to ESL instruction can utilize web-based
material and how a “teacher driven” (but not “teacher centered”) instruction method cannot just
function with computer- and web-based material but thrive with their inclusion.

Hooks, Bell. Teaching to Transqgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom. New
York: Routledge, 1994.
Levy, Mike and Glen Stockwell. Call Dimensions: Options and Issues in Computer

Assisted Language Learning. Lawrence Earlbaum Associates, 2006.

Pratt, Mary Louise. Towards a Speech Act Theory of Literary Discourse.

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1977.
Virno, Paolo. Multitude Between Innovation and Negation. Semiotext(e), 2008.
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Janet Yuvienco: Co-teaching and Peer-teaching in web enhanced languages classes

Learning about a foreign language may easily and simply be achieved through individual
efforts: attending a lecture, organizing learning notes, reading books. Yet, learning to
communicate one’s thoughts and ideas in the target foreign language goes beyond one’s own
personal endeavors—it requires real and continuous interactions with others. Courses aimed at
not only teaching, but also training students to use the target language to interact with others in
the workplace inevitably require a methodology that aligns with their goals. One viable method
is Tandem Teaching, which involves a close coordination between a Language Instructor (LI)
and a Teaching Assistant (TA), who acts as a Language Facilitator, enabling learners to be
involved in various real experiences of the use of the foreign language. Through close
collaboration between the two, learners are exposed to a learning environment that allows them
to able to know about the language, to acquire an experiential knowledge of the language, and to
form concepts about teaching the language.

Presently, most foreign language courses admit 40-50 students, whereas they hope to train
students to use the language communicatively. Such mismatch inevitably predicts low learners’
satisfaction. This study aims at arriving at an estimated knowledge of the components,
relations and interactions involved in co-teaching (that is, between a LI and a TA) of a course
designed within an ICT-supported learning environment. Results of the study may offer
recommendations on efficiently offering and evaluating Blended Learning courses offered at
Higher Education.

Objective

» Teaching: Design and delivery of a syllabus for Freshman English employing Blended
Learning: English Language and Peer-teaching

» Research: Design of a Learning Resources Taxonomy that guides the organization of
teachers’ syllabus and students’ portfolio.

» International academic activities: Participation in Conference abroad.

Vasilieios Vageios: Language awareness as a tool for teaching interpretation of literature
As Vagios (2006) has argued the material made available to university students of Classical

126



Greek is unsuccessful in allowing them to engage critically with a text. The shortcoming of the
traditional approaches lies essentially in two facts: firstly, a lack of appreciation that a piece of
literature is essential a linguistic artifact; secondly (and more fundamentally), in a practice of
language teaching that somehow manages to disassociate language from the production of
meaning.

Vagios (both 2006 and, more obliquely, 2007) proposes and demonstrates a framework for
overcoming these two problems. The first step of this framework is to approach language
teaching from the point of view of a functional grammar (Systemic Functional Linguistics is the
one chosen), because this kind of grammar explicitly relates the lexicogrammar of a language
with the meanings produced by (any instance) of this language. It further envisages that this
language awareness is subsequently brought into action in the discussion of particular pieces of
literature with a view to appreciate both the meanings constructed by the particular author and
the other meanings that could have been expressed but were suppressed.

The present project intends to examine the possibility of advancing this proposal with
regard to its didactic and pedagogical presentation by utilizing computer technology. In particular,
it plans to create a small database of suitably tagged proems of Classical Greek Oratory and to
explore the visual presentation of the features of each of these texts. It is further envisaged that
the final product will have interactive features that would allow the students to explore the
effects of alternative choices, choices that the author could have made but he did not.

It is hoped that successful completion of this project will considerably enhance the quality
of study aids available to students of both language and literature in general, and of Classical
Greek language and literature in particular. It is further expected, that this enhanced quality
will create a “virtuous circle” in which the linguistic awareness of the student will increase this
students literary awareness, which in its turn will increase the student’s linguistic awareness,
which in its turn...

The progress being made in this project will be submitted for presentation in the European
Systemic Functional Linguistics Conference and Workshop (Cardiff, U.K., 8-10 July 2009), and
upon completion a paper will be submitted to a suitable journal.

Vagios, Vassilis (2006) Oratorical Manipulation and Critical Reading: A Study of the proem of
Lysias’s Against Eratosthenes, Fu Jen Studies: Literature & Linguistics, 40, pp. 109-142

Vagios, Vassilis (2007) Language and Reality: A study of a Case of Frustrated Expectations,
Concentric, 33.1, pp. 113-135
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Pablo Deza Blanco: Mitigation in the oral discourse of Spaniards and Taiwanese learners
of Spanish as a Foreign Language

People working with a second language, whether learners, teachers, or researchers have to
face up with many difficulties: on the one hand, from the perspective of the speaker, they may be
about feeing silly, helpless, or rude; on the other hand, from the perspective of the listener, they
may be about feeling confused, insulted, or angry; that is, interaction may become problematic
and trigger some undesirable perlocative acts, even with foreign language learners with a good
command in Spanish. In sum, there is need to consider a study on the productions of speech acts
carried out by native and non-native speakers, and contrast them in order to provide insights, on
the one hand, into native and non-native pragmatic interlanguage, and on the other hand, for
facilitating language learning / teaching process both students and teachers.

The current study focuses on the pragmatic function and distribution of lexical and syntactic

mitigators in the oral discourse of Spaniards and Taiwanese in formal and informal situations.

The three speech acts analyzed are invitations, requests and suggestions. Our research tries to

provide answer to the following questions:

1- What mitigators are used by Spanish native speakers in the speech acts analyzed?

2- What mitigators are used by Taiwanese learners of Spanish as Foreign Language in the
speech acts analyzed?

3- What mitigators Spanish speakers and Taiwanese learners have in common in the speech acts
analyzed?

4- What mitigators Spanish speakers and Taiwanese learners of Spanish as a foreign language
differ on?

5- What are the perlocative acts trigged by the absence of some of these mitigators in
Taiwanese learners productions?

6- What are the perlocative acts trigged by different mitigators from Spanish speakers in
Taiwanese learners productions?

In order to carry this research, participants have to carry out six dramatizations (rejecting
two invitations, two requests and two suggestions with both an interlocutor with the same status
and with a higher status).  After recording the simulations and carried out the transcriptions, the
data will be analyzed using SPSS version 16, and will be used analysis of variance (ANOVA)
and paired sample t-test in order to contrast average mitigators uses among groups and formality
level. We will focus on lexical and syntactic mitigators.

Bravo, D. (2003): “La estrategia atenuadora en la conversacion cotidiana espafiola”, en Actas del
Primer coloquio EDICE, “La perspectiva no etnocentrista de la cortesia: identidad sociocultural
de las comunidades hispanohablantes”, Universidad de Estocolmo, pp.98-108.

128



Caffi, C. (1999): “On mitigation”, Journal of Pragmatics, 31, pp. 881-909.

Félix-Brasdefer, J. C. (2008). Perceptions of refusals to invitations: Exploring the minds of
foreign language learners. Language Awareness, 17(3), pp. 195-211.

Rose, K. R. and G. Kasper (eds.) (2001): Pragmatics in Language Teaching, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Suitbert Oberreiter: Literature and its Crisis of Survival (Book Project)
As the project of 2008 [3rd year] is about the many destructive moments in Germany’s
History of the last 90 years, the project of 2009 deals with the (global) Crisis of Survival of the

last 30 years and the ongoing struggle in society that has installed a kind of
»Megaphilosophie” (Joachim Koch). There already exists quite some interesting literature on this
topic, but it has rarely been linked to education in this field [of Literature]and even less to the
new social status of cultural activities and Literature as such. Here is much room for doing
research, indeed. Since the Crisis of Survival is developing on a fast pace on several, if not many
fronts, and our personal interests, often guided through the media or public persuasion, are seen
to be shifting away from what we have seen just a few decades ago. It is a goal of this project to
show developments that are presently going on in society and that are relevant to our art-like or
other-than-functional understanding of our world. | should explain the status in which we
currently find ourselves and how we should judge those new developments that influence our
vision of the world as well as anything that concerns mankind. Topics as such should also be
treated here: values as fundamental targets as well as streams of orientation; values as definition
bases of our deeds and actions; causes of change of values we are experiencing today; trends and
tendencies of change of values ; consequences of this change of values ; values and the sense our
life makes to us and to others. These topics which must be seen as key problems are all related to
the practice of Literature in life and this has to be shown on a wide range of examples.

Chris Merkelbach: Language for Specific Purposes (Medicine) and a virtual tool for lexic
acquisition

The discussion about what languages for specific purpose are has come to a pragmatic
change in the last decade (Hoffmann). This is in particularly true in regard to native speakers.
However, the lexical (Fleischer) and grammatical (Beier) features of LSP have been greatly
neglected recently. For non-native speakers all three levels of LSP (lexis, grammar and
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pragmatics) are evenly difficult to learn and furthermore, even more difficult to apply in the “real
life” context (Buhlmann; Fearns).

This year’s project will examine the different approaches to LSP and how they are / can be
applied to foreign language classes, esp. in regard to the medical and legal language, which seem
to be (at least at NTU) very interested in the reception of German scientific report.

At the end of the year I, will come up with guidelines how to implement LSP on an early stage of
language acquisition. Furthermore, a virtual tool in order to facilitate the learning of medical
terminology (independent of language) will be developed. This tool contains not only a list of
medical terms but give the learner the opportunity to learn according to the neuro- linguistic
functions oft the brain.

Beier, Rudolf (1979): Zur Syntax in Fachsprachen. In: Mentrup, Wolfgang (Hrsg.):
Fachsprachen und Gemeinsprache. S.276-301

Buhlmann, R./Fearns, A. (1991): Handbuch des Fachsprachenunterrichts. Unter besonderer
Berlicksichtigung naturwissenschaftlich-technischer Fachsprachen.

Fleischer, Wolfgang (1982): Wortbildung der deutschen Gegenwartssprache. Tlbingen.
Hoffmann, Lothar (1984): Vom Fachtext zur Fachtextsorte. In : Deutsch als Fremdsprache 1984,
S.356-363.
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3 A 42 5 ¢ Daoist Paradoxes on Language
ER RE RE T 3.F 3

- ~# 3% A4 : Daoist Paradoxes on Language
- N~z ‘;L" R 2 :

Based on my earlier work on the linguistic mechanism of Daoist paradoxes in general
(Philosophy East and West 2006:56, no.2), | now plan to research in more detail those
paradoxes that have language as their focus. These paradoxes include notonly % 3 2.3,
<33, 2% 25Fand 7 3 2 ¥, but also related expressions suchas 7 i 2. :g and I 5 &

fr

v
= .

I will approach these paradoxes with three questions in mind. First, what is the concrete
context of utterance in which these paradoxes are used, and what does that tell us about their
target and intended scope. Second, what kind of language function do these paradoxes express,
and how does this relate to broader concerns about appropriate action (%) and guiding (ig ).
Third, what is the underlying language view that contributed to the formulation of paradoxical
form in the first place, and how does that connect to broader language views in the pre-Qin
period.

These paradoxes have not been systematically studied in current scholarship. Their main
relevance is threefold. First, they tell us something about Daoist views on language-guiding.
Second, they corroborate the pragmatic function of language in early China. And third, they
serve as a case study in a broader theoretical study on the relation between form (here:
paradoxical form) and content (here: underlying language views). Their secondary relevance is
to be found in the embedded view on the concept of i ; as more something like an

action-guiding method than a description-defying entity.

NE

m

| plan to present my research to the academic community by way of a conference paper (first half
of 2009) and a paper in either a Taiwanese journal (- ‘) or an international A&HCI journal.
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I.  The objective of this project and the key ideas

The main objective of this research is to propose a systematic exposition of the interaction
between the development of formal logic and early analytic philosophy including works of Frege,
Russell, Wittgenstein and logicians including Tarski and Godel. At the core of the underlying
thought will be the well-known realism-antirealism debate in the theory of meaning. | shall
show that it is by no mean a coincidence that both formal logic and analytic philosophy have
their origins in common in Frege’s work. | shall argue that Frege’s logic has its root in his
realistic account of thoughts: the demand of a new logic has its root in the need of an
axiomatization of true thoughts. And such an axiomatization of true thoughts is no more and no
less than the construction of a logical system. This origin gives rise to the domination of
realism in the early development of formal logic and analytic philosophy, including Russell and
Wittgenstein’s philosophy of logical atomism, Tarski’s semantic conception of truth.

| further point out that this realism inclination reached its peak in Gddel’s works around the
1940’s.  And ironically, his incomplete theorems also open a door for anti-realism: the
inclination of anti-realism has its root in Godel’s incompleteness theorems. It can be shown
that it is a natural consequence of realism that there are truths which are not provable. But if
truths are exactly the subject matter of logic, that is to say, logic deals exclusively with truths,
then are there something more than logical truths? This obviously opens a door for anti-realism
to claim that there is no such kind of truths beyond logical truths. | hope this line of approach
may shed a light on a strong relation and interaction between the development of formal logic
and the realism-antirealism debate. And a more comprehensive exposition of this relation
would be very helpful for our understanding and re-evaluation of the interaction between formal
logic and philosophy of language, the centre of analytic philosophy.

I1. The backgrounds: Three characteristics of analytic philosophy in the 20th century

It is widely agreed that there are three characteristics of analytic philosophy in the 20th century,
that is, the linguistic turn, the logicality of philosophical investigation and the battles between
realism and anti-realism in a varieties of philosophical issues.

1 The linguistic turn

Philosophy of language plays a central role in philosophical investigation in the 20th
century. Frege, in his pioneering work (a series of papers from 1892 to 1925 ), assumed that we
do have thoughts, which can be expressed by sentences of the language in use and can be
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grasped by the hearer (s) . Of course, when a thought is expressed by a sentence, it is to be
taken as the meaning of that sentence. Accordingly, what is required for a theory of thought is
no more and no less than a theory of meaning of a language in use; and conversely, an account of
the meaning of sentences is no more and no less than a philosophical account of thought.  Since
thoughts can only be expressed by sentences, in search for a philosophical account of thoughts,
all that we can do is to appeal to an account of language, so Frege suggested. As Dummett puts it,
‘a philosophical account of thought can be obtained through a philosophical account of language,
and ... that a comprehensive account can only be so obtained.” In particular, for Frege the
objectivity of thoughts is warranted by the use of language. This in turn warrants the functioning
of objective thought and also objective truths.

2. The logicality of philosophical investigation

Logical study, especially a further investigation into the semantic aspect of non-classical
logics has become a useful tool for philosophical investigation as the appeal to a further
investigation into the construction of some relevant and suitable (non-) logical systems may
pave the way for a further discussion of some related philosophical concepts and issues. From
a logical point of view, the search for a required theory of meaning is in essence the attempt to
establish an appropriate semantics for natural language. In particular, if a logical system is
merely an axiomatization of thoughts, and thoughts are meanings of sentences of a given
language in use, then it follows that the nature and structure of a logical system would underlie,
and hence play a crucial role in, the theory of meaning.

3 Battles between realism and anti-realism

Roughly speaking, the battles between realism and anti-realism is a label for a number of
disputes between those who affirm, and those who deny, the existence of what a certain
(philosophical ) term (or terms of a certain sort) for a given subject-matter is intended to
signify (to express or to describe ). More generally, given a subject matter signified by a term o,
the realist would hold the following views:

(1) What o signifies exists.

(2) The existence of the kind of things signified by o is independent of human beings'
minds and the language in use.

(3 )Statements about the given subject matter are not reducible to other kinds of statements
about some different subject matter.

(4) The statements about the given subject matter have truth-conditions, hinging
exclusively upon what things are in the world

(5) We are able to attain truths about the given subject matter; but the truths concerned
may be beyond our capability of recognition.

By contrast, any one who rejects one or another of these views can be called as an
anti-realist. It is somewhat interesting to notice that there are in literature a variety of
versions/titles of anti-realism with regard to different subject matters. For example, consider the
realism/ anti-realism dispute over the existence of the external world. Intuitively, it seems
beyond reasonable doubt that there is the external world, which is real and in which there are a
large number of concrete things, including you and me. But, is it true? Does the external world
really exist? In what sense could we say that the external world exists? According to a radical
version of realism, known as physicalism ( materialism) , the external world does exist, and is
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entirely composed of matters: The real world is nothing more than the physical world ( physical
things, events, and states ). By contrast, a moderate realism, known as phenomenalism (e.g. Mill,
Russell, and perhaps, Quine) maintains that to inhabit a world of independent, the external
object is to be the subject of actual and possible orderly experiences. In brief, the way the world
is is to be constructed out of our (possible) experiences. To be compared with realism, there is
an extreme version of anti-realism, known as idealism who denies the existence of independent
entities of any kind for a given subject-matter in question. For the idealist, whatever a term o for
a given subject matter signifies is fundamentally mental (orideas) in nature. Accordingly, the
idealist believes that there is no such a thing as the external world; the so-called reality is nothing
more than a collection of mental constructions. In particular, in the theory of meaning, the
realist claims that meanings are just some kind of entity in reality, such as Frege’s thought or
Russell’s propositions, which sentences of the language in use express. By contrast, the
anti-realist maintains that there is no such kind of entity in reality to serve as the meaning of a
sentence; yet sentences do have meaning when it is translatable or interpretable.

But so far no full explanation of how the three characteristics work together and the
interaction amongst them. 1 think the relation in question can be illustrated by virtue of an
exposition of the interaction between the development of formal logic and early analytic
philosophy.

111. Contents

The project is substantially designed for a book in form, which may include the following
content:

Introducction

Three characteristics of analytic philosophy in the twentieth century
The philosophical significance of the interaction between the development of formal logic
and early analytic philosophy

Chapter 1 Frege and the rise of formal logic

Chapter 2 Frege’s philosophy of language and its impact on his logic

Chapter 3 Russell’s contribution to the development of formal logic

Chapter 4 Wittgenstein

Chapter 5 Godel’s incompleteness theorems and its philosophical significance

Chapter 6 Tarski, formalized language, and formal semantics

Chapter 7 The change of theory of meaning in the 20th century

Chapter 8 The development of non-classical logic in the first-half of the 20th century
IV. Abstracts in details

(i) Abstract of Chapter One—*‘Frege and the rise of formal logic’
The main burden of Chapter One is to refine my 2006d paper ( ‘Frege and the rise of formal
logic’ ) , wherein | offer an exposition of Frege’s motivation, strategy, and aim for constructing a
new logic —formal logic, or modern logic. Frege’s purpose and his strategy —logicism and the
well-known linguistic turn— will be sketchily described. 1 show that the development of

non-Euclidean geometry at the turn of the 19th century led to the crisis of the collapse of the
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foundation of mathematics.  And it was the demand of a new and more solid foundation for
mathematics that motivated Frege to put mathematics on the basis of a certain well-constructed
logical system; and this motivation led to Frege’s logicism. | shall briefly outline the main
theses of logicism and its difficulties. In the meantime, the development of logic in the 19th
century and some of its main issues will be examined. | shall further point out Frege’s strategy
for the construction of a new logic and its achievement —the axiomatization of truths. Finally, |
shall touch on Frege’s another main contribution. In particular, I shall show on what grounds
Frege shifted to the study of language — linguistic turn, and its influence on the later development
of philosophy of language in the 20th century.

(ii) Abstract of Chapter Two— Frege’s philosophy of language and its impact on his logic.
Chapter two will be substantially an extension of my 2006c paper wherein | present an account
of the sense of names, which is essentially in a Fregean framework. Of course, by ‘a Fregean
framework’, I do not mean the alleged descriptive account of names. Rather, | simply want to
emphasize that my account will substantially follow Frege’s guidelines for his semantic theory in
general which he lays out at the very beginning of his The Foundations of Arithmetic. 1 shall
start with a brief analysis of how his guidelines would carry weight with an adequate account of
the sense of names. Then | propose that the sense of a name in a sentence should be construed
as a special type of quantification (in fact, a constant quantification) in character, which is
supposed to impinge upon the scope of application of the associated predicate (s) . A name
occurring in a sentence will therefore be treated as a constant quantifier. | shall further justify
the formal adequacy of this quantificational treatment of names by constructing a first order
language, in which the symbols ordinarily used as name letters or individual constants will be
treated as constant quantifiers, together with appropriate semantic rules for these constant
quantifiers. Finally, I show how this treatment could help us to deal with some persisting
problems that the use of names may give rise to. | shall argue that Frege always stick to his
guidelines for his semantic theory in general which he lays out at the very beginning of his The
Foundations of Arithmetic.

(iii) Abstract of Chapter Three —Russell’s contribution to the development of formal logic
Chapter three is devoted to a critical study of Russell’s philosophy of logical atomism and its
impact on his philosophy of mathematics. A critical survey of study of his theory of description
and his theory of propositions will be carried out in due course.

(iv) Abstract of Chapter Four—Wittgenstein’s philosophy of mathematics will be the primary
concern of this chapter, especially his remarks on Godel’s incompleteness theorems.

(v) Abstract of Chapter Five —Gddel’s incompleteness theorems and its philosophical
significance
The main concern of this chapter is to show that Godel’s incomplete theorems in fact open a
door for anti-realism. | show that it is a natural consequence of realism that there are truths
which are not provable, but if truths are exactly the subject matter of logic, that is to say, logic
deals with truths, then are there something more than logical truths? This obviously is exactly
what anti-realism intend to claim that there is no such kind of truths beyond logical truths.

(vi) Abstract of Chapter Six — Tarski, formalized language, and formal semantics

In this chapter, the motivation for Tarski to construct a formal language will be explained; his
semantic conception of truth in terms of the notion of satisfaction will be introduced. Special
attention will be paid to the notion of logical consequence. | present three distinct notions of
logical consequence, namely model-theoretic, proof-theoretic, and Gentzen’s sequent calculi
which take logical consequence as a primitive notion. And | shall show that at the core of this

distinction lies the debate between realism and anti-realism.
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(vii) Abstract of Chapter Seven—The change of theory of meaning in the 20th century
This chapter deals with the shift/change from realism to anti-realism in the theory of meaning in
the later 20th century of analytic philosophy. Special attention will be paid to Grice, Quine and
Davidson’s approaches. But | shall argue that the anti-realism in theory of meaning has its root
in Wittgenstein’s late philosophy, though Davidson and Quine would reject his use theory of
meaning.

(viii) Abstract of Chapter Eight—The development of non-classical logic in the second-half of
the 20th century
In this chapter, special attention will be paid to the development of non-classical logic in the
second half of the 20th century. In particular, 1 show the relationship between a variety of
non-classical logic and anti-realism in the related issue. It can be argued that whenever there is
room for certain anti-realism with regard to a given issue, there is a version of non-classical logic.
And | show that this is a natural consequence of the nature of logical truth in the view point of
anti-realism.

V. So far, | have done

Yang (2006d) is substantially a full version of Chapter One.
Yang (2006c) is the core part of Chapter two.
Yang (2006a) provides a general survey of Russell’s philosophy, especially his philosophy of
logical atomism and some basic idea of his philosophy of mathematics.
Yang (2006b) provides a general survey of Wittgenstein’s philosophy, including early and late
period.
Yang (2003d) deals with a formal account of the notion of logical consequence, which has
been playing a central role in Tarski’s formal language and formal semantics.
Yang (2005a) concentrates on the change of meaning in the twentieth century, special attention
is paid to the shift from the realist view to anti-realist account.
Yang (2003c) introduces the development of four important non-classical logic, including
three/many valued logic, free logic, intuitionistic logic and modal logic. This will pave a solid
foundation for a further investigation into the development of non-classical logic in the late 20th
century and its impact on the realism-antirealism dispute in a variety of issues.
V1. My recent works related to this project:

(2006a) T®%2,, (o Efr8@n) 4+ 57 <, 2006, 239-61.

(2006b) Tafadrym 5, (o ZEfEBR) 4 % IR 9 < 2006, 263-84.

(2006¢ ) Proper names as quantifiers: A neo-Fregean account of the sense of names

(submitted to EurAmerica ({®& # # % ) % 7]) , currently a revised version is in process of
review )

(2006d) T2 7422255  BE Az 5 (submittedto (K 75 £48))

(2005a) T enfge w3 2% 8—3 = (§+ 2 22L) | Taiwan Philosophical
Studies ({ -~ #fF&E# 7)) ,5 (2005) ,27-40.

(2003c) ‘Non-classical logic’, Logic, Information and Knowledge Workshop, Il: 63-80,
September 2, 2003, Taipei, Taiwan.

(2003d) ‘Logical consequence’, Logic, Information and Knowledge Workshop, 1l: 81-92,
September 2, 2003, Taipei, Taiwan.

At present, | have undertaken to present papers in two forthcoming events:
I have been invited to give a talk in a workshop for teaching in logic and critical thinking which
will be held on January 20-22, 2007, organized by the department of philosophy, Soochow
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University. The talk will be primarily concerned with the origins of Tarski’s formal languaage
and its semantics, and its impacts on the development of formal logic and philosophical
investigation in the second half of the 20th century.  This will be a first draft of Chatper 6.

I have also informally invited to contribute a paper to an international conference on early
analytic philosophy (which will be held on June 23-30, 2007, organized by the department of

philosophy, Soochow University) . | am going to talk about the impact of Godel’s realistic
inclination on the late development of theory of meaning. | hope that this can be taken as a first
draft of Chapter 5.

VII. The expected development and results

The first year will mainly deal with Chapters 1, 2 and 3;
The second year includes Chapters 4, 5 and 6;

The third year: Chapters 7 and 8;

And | hope the results will be published as a book.
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In this project | investigate a particular version of the debate between realism and antirealism in
the contemporary philosophy of mind. Many philosophers consider self-consciousness, the
subject’s consciousness of itself, as a kind of high-level cognitive capacity of thinking about
one’s self. So understood, self-consciousness is something that takes place only in thought. In
this project I intend to understand the reality of self-consciousness from another perspective. |
want to investigate: does self-consciousness also takes place in perception? | will define a
version of realism in this regard, according to which the nature of perception cannot be fully
understood without appealing to self-consciousness as one of its constituents. The realist’s
claim is that self-consciousness is constitutive of perceptual experience. The opposite position,
antirealism about self-consciousness in perception, is the view that self-consciousness is not a
constituent of perception. A subject can have perceptual experiences without having any sort of
self-consciousness. The goal of this project is to decide which position is correct.

When | speak of perception, it includes phenomenal consciousness and representational
content. For example, in a conscious and veridical visual perception of an apple, there is
something it is like for me to see the apple, and | am visually aware of the fact that there is an
apple in front of me. The main question that | want to investigate can be formulated as follows:
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Does perception necessarily contain or exhibit some sort of self-consciousness? To put it
differently: Is self-consciousness an essential feature of perception, in the sense that we cannot
fully understand perceptual consciousness without appealing to some sort of self-consciousness?
If we focus on phenomenal consciousness, we can ask: Can we explain the phenomenal
consciousness of perception without appealing to any notion of self-consciousness? To answer
these questions, | will investigate the relation between perceptual consciousness and
self-consciousness from three different perspectives, which will be explained later in this section.

What is self-consciousness?  Traditionally, there is a distinction since Kant between
consciousness of self-as-object and consciousness of self-as-subject ( Kant, 1781: A355;
Wittgenstein, 1969 ). The former is consciousness of one’s own body or bodily conditions, e.g.,
“My leg is bleeding.” The latter is consciousness of oneself as an agent or a subject that
possesses and experiences mental states.® To get a better grip on the notion of
self-consciousness, let me describe some other useful distinctions drawn by Uriah Kriegel

(2003b, 2004, forthcoming ) .°

(1) Creature self-consciousness: self-consciousness can be considered as a property of
subjects, for example, “l am self-conscious,” meaning that | am currently conscious of my self.
State self-consciousness: self-consciousness can also be considered as a property of some mental
states, for example, | can have a belief ('say, “someone is watching me”) that is self-conscious.

(2) Weak self-consciousness: this is consciousness of a mental state that occurs within
oneself, e.g., “I am self-conscious of my sadness.” As Kriegel (forthcoming) points out, this
form of self-consciousness need not involve consciousness of self. Strong self-consciousness:
this is consciousness of oneself (or one’s self) , e.g., “I am self-conscious of myself being sad.”

(3) Transitive self-consciousness: Kriegel explains that this is self-consciousness
construed as a relation between me and my mental state, e.g., “I am self-conscious of feeling a
sharp pain in my knee.” The transitive self-consciousness and the mental state, say, the feeling
of pain, are “treated as two numerically distinct mental states” ( Kriegel, forthcoming) .
Intransitive self-consciousness: this is self-consciousness construed as a modification of my
being in a mental state, e.g., “I am self-consciously feeling a sharp pain in my knee.” The
intransitive self-consciousness and the mental state, say, the feeling of pain, are not numerically
distinct; “self-consciously” is just the way that | feel the pain  ( Kriegel, forthcoming) .

Now we have preliminary understandings of perceptual consciousness and
self-consciousness. Why are we concerned with the relation between them? The importance
of this central issue is quite conspicuous in the history of philosophy. Descartes claimed to
prove the indubitability of my existence. According to him, the “I” in “I exist” refers to a
thinking self, i.e., | am a thinking thing, and the notion of thinking includes perceiving.*® When
Descartes asserted that “*I am, | exist’ is necessarily true every time | utter it or conceive it in my
mind” ( Second Meditation, 18) , part of his grounds is that self-consciousness is infallible.
However, in A Treatise of Human Nature, Hume argued that self-consciousness is not only far
from infallible, it is in fact impossible. Here is a famous passage:

For my part, when | enter most intimately into what I call myself, I always stumble on some
particular perception or other, of heat or cold, light or shade, love or hatred, pain or pleasure. |
never can catch myself at any time without a perception, and never can observe any thing but the
perception. (1978, 1, 1V, vi, 252)

This distinction is not without controversy, cf. Cassam, 1997; Bermudez, 1998.

These distinctions are ways of understanding the notion of self-consciousness from different angles. They
are not exclusive, and hence maybe partly overlap.
10 «Byt what then am 1? A thing that thinks. What is that? A thing that doubts, understands, affirms,
denies, wills, refuses, and that also imagines and senses.” (Descartes, Second Meditation, 1993, 20).
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This skeptical claim about self and self-consciousness has later been named the elusiveness
thesis.'*  One way to state it is that, if self is some sort of substance, then its existence can never
be proved by introspection. If introspection is the only way to be conscious of one’s self, then
self-consciousness is impossible.  The plausibility and significance of this thesis continue to be
controversial in contemporary discussions.  Suffice it to say that, given the above distinctions, it
is by no means obvious that Hume’s skepticism has wiped out all possible forms of
self-consciousness ( Bermudez, 2007; Kriegel, forthcoming) .*

Kant, in the transcendental deduction of his Critique of Pure Reason, has famously argued
that perceptual experience essentially involves self-consciousness (cf. the second edition,
§15-827) . According to Kant, the unity of experience is inseparable from a kind of abstract or
theoretical self-consciousness.”* Many continental philosophers, such as Brentano (1874) ,
Husserl (1900-1901) and Merleau-Ponty (1945) , also argued that perceptual experience
essentially involves self-consciousness. As a recent interpretation suggests, they differ from
Kant in that the sort of self-consciousness in perception is not an abstract “I think,” but a kind of
implicit, pre-reflective self-consciousness ( Zahavi, 2005) .

The conceptual and historical backgrounds provided above should be sufficient to show that
it is very important to ascertain the relation between perception, the consciousness of the external
world, on the one hand, and self-consciousness, the consciousness of what we are, on the other.
Are these two sorts of consciousness fundamentally independent of each other? Or are they
essentially connected in some special way? The answers to these questions will surely have
great impact on how we understand the world and ourselves. Distinct form Kant’s
transcendental philosophy, I intend to show in this research project that self-consciousness is not
just theoretically required by an account of perceptual experience; rather, it is part of what we
experience in perception. My approach will also be different from continental
phenomenologists. | will address the issues concerning the relation between perception and
self-consciousness from the perspective of analytic philosophy.

In the following, | present the specific issues that I intend to investigate in each year of the
project and my current thoughts about them.

In the second year (2009 ) , | will approach the relation between perception and
self-consciousness from another perspective. Even if proprioception is a form of perception
and exhibits some distinctive features of self-consciousness, an obvious worry is that
proprioception, although a significant case in its own right, is at most an exception. Given that
proprioceptive awareness exclusively concerns about one’s bodily self, yet the typical forms of
perception, e.g., seeing, hearing, touching, etc., provide sensory awareness of a much wider
external realty, one might think that the case of proprioception alone can hardly show that
perception essentially involves self-consciousness.

To address this worry, | plan to examine two influential considerations against the thesis
that perceptual consciousness is essentially connected with self-consciousness. If correct, they
seem to show that perceptual consciousness and self-consciousness are fundamentally different.
The first concerns Ned Block’s distinction between phenomenal consciousness and other kinds

11 cf. Shoemaker, 1996; Cassam, 1994, 1997; Bermudez et al., 1995; Bermidez, 1998.
12 For example, none of the above distinctions requires the notion of self be understood as a kind of substance,
nor do they suggest that introspection is the only access to self.

Here is a famous passage from Kant: “The | think must be able to accompany all my representations . . .
since it is that self-consciousness which, because it produces the representation I think, which must be able
to accompany all others and which in all consciousness is one and the same, cannot be accompanied by any
further representation. | also call its unity the transcendental unity of self-consciousness in order to
designate the possibility of a priori cognition from it.  For the manifold representations that are given in a
certain intuition would not all together be my representations if they did not all together belong to a
self-consciousness.” (8§16, B131/132).

13
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of consciousness. The second concerns the dispute between what we may call the High
Account and the Low Account of self-consciousness. To show that perception bears an
essential connection with self-consciousness, these two considerations must be addressed.  Let
me explain.

Block (1995, 2002) distinguishes four kinds of consciousness: phenomenal consciousness

( P-consciousness ) , access consciousness ( A-consciousness ) , self-consciousness, and
monitoring-consciousness. A mental state is P-conscious if and only if there is something it is
like to be in that state. A mental state is A-conscious just in case it has representational content
that is “broadcast” and can be used by the subject to conduct reasoning and rational action.™
When it comes to self-consciousness, Block says that it means “the possession of the concept of
the self and the ability to use this concept in thinking about oneself (Block, 2002, 213) .”
Finally, monitoring-consciousness, for Block, can take three different forms: inner perception,
internal scanning, or higher-order thought ( Block, 2002, 214) .

In drawing these distinctions, Block’s main concern is to argue that phenomenal
consciousness is fundamentally different from, hence cannot be reduced to, the other kinds of
consciousness. He argues that there can be A-consciousness without P-consciousness, e.g.,
blindsight and the possibility of “superblindsight” (Block, 2002, 211) . Also, there can be
P-consciousness without A-consciousness, e.g., perceiving a background noise all along but
paying attention on something else, say, having a conversation with someone. According to
Block, besides human adults, it is reasonable to think that, based on what psychologists call the
mirror tests, some higher primates possess self-consciousness.’> But he emphasizes that, for
many animals that fail the mirror tests, even though they do not have self-consciousness, “no one
should deny that they have P-conscious pains, or that there is something it is like for them to see
their reflections in the mirror (Block, 2002, 214) .” That is, there can be P-consciousness
without self-consciousness.*®

As | mentioned earlier, | take phenomenal consciousness as an essential component of
perceptual consciousness. Block’s view implies that perceptual consciousness and
self-consciousness are fundamentally different, hence that there is no essential connection
between the two kinds of consciousness. So for the purpose of this project, it is very important
to evaluate whether Block’s view is correct. This is what | plan to do in the second year.
Block’s view concerning different kinds of consciousness has stirred up many discussions. So
far, I am slightly inclined to argue against Block. | will examine it more deeply in the project.

The second consideration against the essential link between perception and
self-consciousness is related to the first. In Persons and Bodies (2000) , Lynne Baker argues
for what | call a High Account of self-consciousness. She says, “All sentient beings are
subjects of experience (i.e., are conscious) , but not all sentient beings have first-person
concepts of themselves. Only those who do—are fully self-conscious ( Baker, 2000, 60) .”
According to Baker, the threshold for there to be self-consciousness is high because it involves
sophisticated conceptual capacities.

Baker elucidates the threshold of self-consciousness by distinguishing between weak and

14 “A representation is A-conscious if it is broadcast for free use in reasoning and for direct “rational” control of

action (including reporting)” (Block, 2002, 208).
1> Block accepts the mirror tests for self-awareness. He mentions that “A number of higher primates show
signs of recognizing that that they see themselves in mirrors . . . By contrast, dogs treat their mirror images
as strangers at first, slowly habituating. In one experimental paradigm, experimenters painted colored spots
on the foreheads and ears of anesthetized primates, watching what happened. Chimps between 7 and 15
usually try to wipe the spot off (Povinelli, 1994; Gallup, 1982). Monkeys do not do this . . . (Block, 2002,
213-214).”

Block also argues against reducing P-consciousness to some form of monitoring-consciousness, especially
Rosenthal’s higher-order thought theory of consciousness (Block, 2002, 214-215). Rosenthal’s theory will
be discussed below.
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strong first-person phenomena. The weak first-person phenomena refer to behaviors that are
explicable in terms of propositional attitude. Sometimes it is natural to ascribe beliefs and
desires to animals. For example, a dog runs there because it sees a cat running in that direction
and it wants to chase the cat. Baker remarks that, although the dog experiences things from its
own “egocentric perspective”, it does not “think of himself as himself or of himself as anything
else” (Baker, 2000, 61) . This makes the dog below the threshold of self-consciousness.

Baker explains strong first-person phenomena in an important passage:
A conscious being who exhibits strong first-person phenomena not only is able to recognize
herself from a first-person point of view (as Gallup’s chimpanzees did ), but also is able to think
of herself as herself. For strong first-person phenomena, it is not enough to distinguish between
first person and third person; one must also be able to conceptualize the distinction, to conceive
of oneself as oneself.

To be able to conceive of oneself as oneself is to be able to conceive of oneself
independently of a name, or description, or third-person demonstrative. ( Baker, 2000, 64 )

What is it to conceptualize oneself as oneself?  She further explains:

It is to be able to conceptualize the distinction between itself and everything else there is.
It is not just to have thoughts expressible by means of “I,” but also to conceive of oneself as
the bearer of those thoughts. Nonhuman animals, which exhibit weak first-person
phenomena, have subjective points of view. But merely having a perspective, or a
subjective point of view, is not enough for strong first-person phenomena. One must also
be able to conceive of oneself as having a perspective, or a subjective point of view. ( Baker,

2000, 64 )

Baker’s view suggests that, although animals and infants have perceptions and subjective points
of view, they do not have self-consciousness, not even the higher primates that past the mirror
tests.’”  Again, this implies that perceptual consciousness and self-consciousness are separable
and do not have essential connection. | will look into it in the second year.

Contrary to Baker’s High Account, José Bermudez argues for what | call a Low Account of

self-consciousness. In The Paradox of Self-Consciousness (1998 ), Bermuldez argues that it is
theoretically plausible to posit nonconceptual self-consciousness, which does not require
sophisticated conceptual capacities, and that this kind of self-consciousness is possessed by
infants and many lower animals.
Besides the case of proprioception mentioned above, Bermldez contends that there are at least
two forms of self-consciousness that are nonconceptual. First, as interpreted by Bermudez,
Gibson’s ecological theory of perception suggests that the contents of perception always contain
various types of information characterizing the self. The self-specifying information of
perception includes information about the boundary of the visual field, the movement of the
perceiver, and affordance, i.e., the possibilities for action and reaction that the environment
provides for the perceiver, etc. Bermudez contends that these sorts of information have
immediate impacts on animals’ behavior and can be regarded as a kind of first-person perceptual
contents.*®

Second, some animals’ navigational capacities suggest a kind of spatial awareness of the
self. As animals perceive and navigate through the environment, they exercise capacities such
as (in Bermudez’s terms) : the capacity to think about different routes to the same place, the
capacity to keep track of changes in spatial relations between objects, the capacity to think about

7" See Baker’s comments on Gallup’s experiments on chimpanzees in (2000, 62-64).

8 Bermidez (1998, 103-129); Gibson (1979).
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places independently of the objects or features located at those places.’® They reveal an
awareness of the self as distinct from the environment and as an object located in the
environment.

According to Bermudez, these forms of nonconceptual self-consciousness are primitive, and
serve as a theoretical and developmental basis for high-level, conceptual self-consciousness, i.e.,
the one described by Baker. It is obvious that both the ecological and spatial forms of
self-consciousness are perceptual and do not require the capacity of conceptualizing oneself as
oneself. If Bermudez’s view is plausible, they seem to support that perception essentially
involves self-consciousness in ecological perception and spatial navigation.

Now we have two competing accounts of self-consciousness, High and Low. My current
view is in line with my tentative position regarding Block’s view mentioned above. That is, |
think that Baker’s view sets the threshold of self-consciousness too high, and that Bermudez’s
view is more attractive. But Bermudez’s view also raises many issues that require examination.
First, he needs to argue for the indispensability of nonconceptual content. Second, there is an
issue of whether the primitive forms of self-consciousness described by Bermudez are genuine
self-consciousness. For the notion of self in Bermddez’s theory refers to bodily self, or
embodied self ( Bermuadez, 1998, 2007 ) , not self as subject, which goes against many
philosophers’ view that genuine self-consciousness must characterize the self as a subject, not as
an object. I will conduct a deeper investigation on both issues in the second year.
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The debate between realism and anti-realism is by no means new in the field of scientific
methodology. The Aristotelian cosmology presumes a realistic picture of the universe as a whole
has long been considered as a picture of naive realism and the positivistic and empiricist picture
of science has also been held as a paradigmatic example of anti-realism. From this impression,
we can immediately detect two points of crucial importance regarding the nature of the debate: 1.
It is a debate running through history; 2. It is a debate concerning what represents reality.

The problem we are facing right now is the traditional view which pays a lot of efforts to
uncover the nature of reality. History tells that there is no such reality, and reality can only be
represented by rather than correspondent with something portrayed not ‘one theory’ but by
‘theories’. Without taking the above-mentioned first point into account, there is no way to fully
capture the dynamic power of anti-realism which put in question any form of reality. Similarly,

19 Bermldez (1998, 193-221; 2007, 465-466).
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without taking into account the second point, then realists can always inquire what sense would
it be to claim knowledge. In fact, as these two points form a good clue to tackle the problem, we
will examine the issue both historically and realistically.

The second stage (2009 ) is actually a continuation of the first stage (2008) . What this
project is set to do in the first year will go on its course to the later development mainly
characterized by the ideas of W. V. Quine and P. Feyerabend with R. Carnap right in the middle
between the two. Carnap has long been considered by Quine as a mentor, whereas he was a
target for Feyerabend. The intriguing thing is the fact that while Quine got his ideas to be
initiated with that of Carnap who was deeply influenced by Wittgenstein, notably the part of
Tractatus, Feyerabend instead was profoundly influenced both by Wittgenstein and Popper. The
heritage left by both philosophers of the first stage of this project turned out to be again
something of anti-realistic nature first against all traditional views and again converted into a
debate between Quine representing realism, and Feyerabend that of anti-realism. The detail of
this debate is by no means that simple, but we will see it from the trend of naturalization taking
place within the realm of epistemology and philosophy of science.

From both theoretical and practical viewpoints, the purposes of this project are to argue for
a possibility of naturalizing Feyerabend’s pluralistic methodology. Theoretically, | intend to
argue from Quine’s “epistemology naturalized” that both Quine and Feyerabend, with their
claimed origin from the Vienna Circle, shared many ideas in their formulation of scientific
methodology. These shared points manifest explicitly that Feyerabend’s pluralistic methodology
contains not merely “normative significance” but also a full programme (including ideas such

as “metaphysical framework”, “theoretical reality”and “scientific progress”) comparable to
Quines naturalism. What we mean by “normative significance” refers mainly to the role the
theory-independent “empirical stimuli” play in theory change. This is exposed in the early papers
of Feyerabend who firmly held that the interpretative tenacity of a current theory would not be
able to put all empirical stimuli into total silence. Hence, the independent stimuli, even without
being interpreted by the dominant theory, can still confirm or negate the theoretical hypotheses.
The negative effect suggests the possible launch of a new theory. In practice, I will employ the
discovery of “the Brownian Movement” as an example, illustrating the “naturalized
methodology” of Feyerabend. | will fully demonstrate, through this example, the negative effect
of observations in the interpretative realm of the dominant theory. With this demonstration, we
prove that Feyerabend’s pluralistic methodology is truly a naturalistic methodology with
normative significance.
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