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For this year, my project will focus on short stories such as “The Rain Child.”
The story (and a series of related ones) is set in Ghana during the approach of
independence in 1957. Writing in first-person narration, Laurence allows the narrator,
English teacher Violet Nedden, to observe the outside world and to rest in the interior
(narrative) space. Such a technique forms a dialogical narrative of questioning one’s
“place” of being inside while feeling outside.

2. RERBARF N

I will dwell on the the disjunction of “oppositional ideas of African/English,
home/away, stranger/indigene” (Macfarlane 228). The project will also re-evaluate
Michel de Certeau’s “imaginary landscape”; Simmel’s ideas might be conducive to
read Laurence’s portray of African landscape through her “Canadian” eyes and
perception: the colonial gaze and the colonized gaze. Finally, Michel de Certeau’s

“imaginary landscape” could help generate readings of historical or imaginary
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landscape, thus producing another dialectic between spectacle (landscape, vista) and
specter (memory, history).
3. RiFERER

The third year focuses on Canadian writer Margaret Laurence’s African stories
with the setting in Africa. For this part, | will try to connect the African links in the
Caribbean region and in Canadian literary landscape.
4. FEHp I E

(1) Offering lectures and seminars in the College of Liberal Arts.

(2) Facilitating cross-departmental cooperation and international exchange.

(3) Producing three papers after the end of the three-year execution.

S EER R LY SR Y L e
o 1% SEEEES I LRI TN 3
L3aP %

This study will investigate the trope of the island in nineteenth-century
imagination. The texts chosen include Harriet Martineau’s Dawn Island, Jule Verne’s
The Mysterious Island, and H. G. Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau. The starting
hypothesis is to see the relevance of the island trope to the core convergence of
nineteenth-century concerns of social reform and colonial expansion. | would argue
that the dialectical imagination between geographical islands and imaginary ones is
key to the production of social space in the nineteenth century.

2. RERBARF N

I will first of all study the important reference to Robinson Crusoe, focusing on
the rhetorical trope of the island and its efficacy. The semiotics of things in the trope
of the island are important, as things in their metonymic meanings play a fundamental
role in shaping realism of social engineering programs.

3. RiFERER
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By April 2015, a reading of the texts and their important criticism will be done.
Then, three more months (by August 2015) will be devoted to a synthesis of my
readings and discoveries to form a tangible argument, followed by paper writing.

4. FpPF»E
By this project | hope to contribute to the on-going discussion of how the novel

is shaping the history and social sensibility of the nineteenth century.

FEHFZAFA LB AR K
PREA FRARS R R s HARTEF
1 #3584

After having worked on representative London writers William Blake and
Charles Lamb, I am prepared to consider William Wordsworth’s complex relationship
to the city. Wordsworth is typically associated with the Lake District and thought of as
a poet antithetical to metropolitan experience. By juxtaposing these incongruent
textual moments, | will argue that Wordsworth holds far more ambivalent and
complex attitudes toward the city than critics have previously thought.
2. RERXBBERF N

(1) Focus on writing and revision, for both the Pl and graduate students.

(2) Integrate research project and teaching in specialized graduate seminars.

(3) Establish reading groups and hold peer-review publication workshops.

(4) Promote collaboration with research groups in other universities.
3. RFFPFRER

Spring 2015: Assemble materials; draft article; hold Romanticism seminar.

Summer 2015: Revise the article; attend lectures and international conference.

Fall 2015: Submit for publication; invite speakers to NTU; present at workshop.
4. FFH % F

| expect this year’s project to produce tangible results in the form of 1-2
international conference papers and one substantial article in reputable peer-reviewed

academic journals, apart from talks and graduate seminars.
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I will continue to reexamine and survey the landscape works of Edward Lear
and his contemporaries, focusing on Lear’s nonsense repertoire: A Book of Nonsense
(1846), A Book of Nonsense 3™ ed. (1861), Nonsense Songs, Stories, Botany and
Alphabets (1871), More Nonsense, Pictures, Rhymes, Botany, etc. (1872), Laughable
Lyrics: A Fourth Book of Nonsense Poems, Songs, Botany, Music, etc. (1877), Queery
Leary Nonsense (1911), and Teapots and Quails (1953). | will also account for Lear
letters through collections edited by Vivien Noakes and Lady Stratchey, as well as his
biographies by Noakes, Angus Davidson, and Ina Rae Hark.
2. FIFRE 23

I have divided the research into Landscape Theory (completed), Victorian
Landscape (completed), and Lear’s Nonsense Landscape. | will examine each section
and sketch out ideas and topics. Some of my target texts are not available in Taiwan,
so the funding will allow me to access interlibrary loans, request international
assistance, and conduct fieldwork at The British Library and The Bodleian Library.
3 i

I aim to review the related material in four months and extract all the visual
elements of individual works, hoping to present the results at an international
conference. | also hope to send the piece out for review before the end of the project.
4. FEHp I E

The aim of this extensive project is to produce a highly polished academic
article on the issues of Lear, landscape, and cultural exchange. | hope to publish the
article in a prestigious scholarly journal or a book chapter in an academic essay

collection from an established academic press.
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