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Handball at NTU from a foreigner point of view...

Jérémy Catinot

| have been playing handball at NTU for two years and it is always a pleasure to
participate to the Wednesday games (I am too lazy to come on Monday practice). At
the beginning, | was surprised by the differences in the way of playing handball
compared to what | was used to in Europe. My first impression was “Why the hell are
they always running?” Fast break, no time break. The major skills of Taiwanese handball
players are the speed and the technique. They move faster than Europeans and they
use all the panoply of shoots. Both girls and boys teams definitely prefer attacking than
defending, making the score increasing rapidly. Usually, the amount of goals at a
half-time corresponds to the one observed in a final score in Europe. Foreigners focus
more on defense and play in a more aggressive manner... maybe because we consider
that two minutes exclusions are part of the game... and because we don’t like to play in
a “girly” way. | am also impressed by the progress made by the student teams in a short
period of time. Most of the students started from scratch and now they can accumulate
more than three passes without losing the ball. The mix of current and former students
is ideal to create a nice atmosphere and to acquire experience. People (including the
referees) are always kind to me even if | didn’t make any effort to learn a single word of
Chinese since these two years... To conclude, even if | start to be too slow and too old
to play, handball at NTU is fun and this is why | continue to join the teams. Last but not

least, thanks to coach Huang for letting me participate to the NTU Handball adventure.
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