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HONORING CIVIC PARTICIPATION AMONG OLDER"®
ADULTS FROM BLACK AND LATINE COMMUNITIES IN
THE U.S. AND LATIN AMERICA @ £5
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e Laurent Reyes Is an assistant professor in UC Berkeiey\
. School of Social Welfare. Dr. Reyes is committed to
developing research that challenges current systems of
Inequality that affect historically marginalized older
adults. As an activist scholar and storyteller, she leans on
qualitative and visual methods to Llisten and elevate
lifetime stories of resistance and solidarity among Latinx
and Black elders to re-imagine a new framework of civic
participation emerging from their lived experience. The
goal of this research is to shift socio—political focus and
resources towards the work and solutions that historically
oppressed communities have developed to survive and
thrive in the context of systemic oppression and
ethnoracial persecution
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have expressed reast
articipation in later life. However,
Ef civic participation fail to accurately measure and rep

the experiences Of civic participation among h|$tonii\l2;
marginalized older adults, parti.y.oiue to poor ri\ealisures et
present social and political actuvnt.ie.s as e.x.clus.lve y/vs\epWork
categories and focus on formal civic participation. 1My

re—defines civic participation from the lens of historically ‘ gL RE

ethnoracially marginalized older adults to avoid furt‘her erasuie ) Aol
of their experiences and contributions. | present six moments

of civic participation, by which we can unoierstanddB;r(\:i
measure the experiences and contnbutioi\s of Lat'f\X Sl .
older adults. These movements (suiVIval, healing, Jufs |cs,
liberation, joy and spirit) give irisigh’g into the contex’[ 0 \J/cvexi |
people act and consider the socppoiitical ai\d gultgra cfon o P::::l:;l::f:
of their participation. These findings have implications Tor o
development of  future

theoretical  frameworks and QL
2% measurements of civic participation that center the experiences
* of minority older adults.
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