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The Ming Loyalist, Hermit and Gentry:
A Study of Xiao Bo-Sheng’s
Approaches and Resolutions to the
Preservation of Family Reputation as a
Second-generation Ming Loyalist

You, Sheng-hui '

Abstract

The sociocultural disruption brought by the transition from Ming to Qing, such
as the decay of the gentry family and the destruction of the literati gardens, has always
been the focus of academic attention. However, the issues concerning how the second-
generation Ming loyalists deal with the vicissitudes of life also project a complicated
transitional aspect that is worth exploring. Based on the case study of Xiao Bo-Sheng
(#{E871), a well-known literatus from Taihe County in Jianxi province and the heir
of Ming loyalist Xiao Shi-Wei (g% 1-¥#%), this paper analyzes his edited publication of
the Xiao family collection and his practice of sponsoring charity and constructing
gardens in the early Qing dynasty, during which he attempted to conserve his family
reputation. As such, Xiao was able to form a balance between the acquiescence of his
elder generation and the domination of a new dynasty, as well as to ossillate among
the distinct roles of a Ming loyalist, a hermit, and a gentry. Xiao’s actions and writings
not only preserve his family tradition, but also reveal the complex struggle for second-
generation Ming loyalists. In addition, it is clear that the early Qing literati reflected
on the notions of collective identity on and writings related to family inheritance, local
order, and the literati garden were demonstrated through their depictions and
interpretations of Xiao’s approaches. While the Xiao family was eventually eradicated
due to political incrimination, and the family gardens doomed for desolation, Xiao’s
resistance against Qing oppression still remains admirable and symbolic.

Keywords: Xiao Bo-Sheng, Xiao Shi-Wei, The Second Generation of the Ming
Loyalists, The Transition of the Ming and Qing Dynasty, Literati Garden

* Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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