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Innovation and Variation: Modern
Changes of Chuci Studies During
1840-1919 in China

Li, Wen

Abstract

The internal and external difficulties in modern environment and the academic
trend of Western learning spreading eastward had pushed Chuci Studies to the
critical point of academic transformation. On the one hand, Chuci scholars who were
versed in both Chinese and Western learning, such as Wang Guowei and Lu Xun,
drew energy from western literary theories to examine Chuci, freeing Chuci
criticism from the shackles of poetic education and made it new. On the other hand,
traditional Chuci scholars who were dually influenced by social environment and
academic trend, including Wang Kaiyun and Ma Qizhang, devoted themselves to
carrying forward the sublime words with deep meanings in Chuci when noting it,
thus giving birth to unusual commentaries on the interpretation of Qu Yuan’s image
and the treatment of “monarch resenting” and “talents seeking” in Chuci. Therefore,
modern Chuci studies had been presenting the dual colors of innovation and
variation.
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