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Introspecting the Nature and Arguments of
Human Rights by Han Fei

Lin, Yu-ching "
Abstract

Since Han Fei emphasized the respect for the emperors and severe laws and
punishment, his thoughts could not be conceived as protection of human rights.
When exploring traditional Chinese political thoughts, scholars in human rights
tend to refer their arguments to Confucius and Mencius. This study, with the
western view of human rights, however, focuses on Han Fei’s thoughts of
Legalists. Upon the comprehension and definition of essence of human rights,
this article presents the value of Han Fei’s human rights and further reflects on
essential disputes of human rights brought up by Han Fei in terms of three aspects:
the recognition of gains and losses, severe laws and punishment, and restriction
against emperors.
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