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On the Word “Qiu”
and Some Related Questions

Chang, Yu-wei-
Abstract

Centering on the word “¢ (Qiu),” this article seeks to illustrate how the
word was invented and draw a comparison of different scholarly interpretations
on it. Based on related textual studies and by reference to the illustration of textile,
this article argues that the word was related to wheels. The word may be used to
(1) describe the convergence of spokes at a hub; or (2) refer to the top of a
carriage, which also means convergence. This article then analyzes the evolution
of the word “Qiu” from its appearance on the bronze inscriptions to Chu slips. To
avoid confusion with the word “Lai” in Chu slips, the character of “Qiu” was
modified into a graphic symbol. This article also discusses some ancient words
related to “Qiu.” It argues that the oracle bone inscription “hﬁ ” referred to
“tundra swan,” and the bronze inscriptions “Qiu” and “Ji” primarily embodied a
subject’s relation to his monarch, that is, the subject must carry out his obligation.

Keywords: Qiu, ancient words, subject and monarch, Zao, tundra swan
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