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Zhao Yi's Understanding of the
Guwen Shangshu

— A Case Study on the Han-Song
Learning Debate

Tsao, Mei-hsiu”
Abstract

This article examines Zhao Yi’s (# #) understanding of the Shangshu (%
Z) from the perspective of Han-Song Learning. Zhao Yi is generally accepted as
an Evidential Learning (kaoju, #%) historian of during the Qianjia (27 %) period
of the Qing dynasty. He, however, did not consider the Guwen Shangshu (& > %
Z) to be a forgery. His research was firmly entrenched in the kaoju circle, having
extensive experience with historical evidential scholarship without the standpoint
of Han-Song learning. He thus disagreed with lixue (3 £), especially the concept
that li (¥2) exists before gi (4); but unlike most scholars of that line he did not
support the theory of a forged Guwen Shangshu. He still focused on the problem
of Classical syudying although his research is not generally accepted as canonical.
Examining Zhao Yi’s position of Guwen Shangshu helps to reconsider the
common view that combines the studies of Han learning, kaoju, and wei guwen
(5% =0) together as being objective, in contrast to Song learning, yi li(z% #), and
in opposition to weiguwen, both of which are seen as subjective. In this way,
Zhou Yi’s evidential scholarship on the Guwen Shangshu with his examination of
historical reality as a historian can help us to better understand the important
issues of Guwen Shangshu, the history of the Shangshu study in the Qing
dynasty, and Chinese intellectual history.

Keywords: Zhao Yi, Guwen Shangshu, Han-Song Learning, kaoju
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