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A Study of The Commentary of the
Zhengmeng’s Interpretations on Zhang
Zar’s Understanding of Human Nature

Chen, Cheng-yang’

Abstract

This article include three parts: (1) to clarify Wang Chuan-shan’s criticism
on the framework of “the nature of the universe (benran) v.s. the nature of
human (gizhi),” (2) to analyze the similarities and differences between Wang’s
and Zhang Zai’s viewpoints of “the nature of human,” and (3) to hypothesize
that if Wang originally denied that human owns “the nature of the heaven and
earth (tiandi),” how could he spontaneously understand the lines in The
Commentary of the Zhengmeng, and be consistent in annotation? Moreover, how
did he deal with the philosophical questions regarding “the nature of the heaven
and earth” that Zhang mentioned in his book in connection with philosophical
concepts? Based on Wang’s understanding of these concepts and definitions, this
article will examine The Commentary of the Zhengmeng’s new interpretations on
Zhang’s philosophy of the heaven and earth and the way how Wang received the
main idea “The nature of human is separated from the nature of the universe.”

Keywords: Nature of the heaven and earth, Unity of the heaven and man,
Transforming one's physical nature, Wang Fuzhi
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