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Views on the Sages of Han and
Song Learnings:CaiChen’s and Wang
Mingsheng’s Annotations on the
Yaodian Chapter of the Shangshu
Tsao, Mei-hsiu’

Abstract

Cai Chen # i (1167-1230) finished his Shujizhuan & £ & following the
wish of his teacher Zhu Xi %% (1130-1200). This book became a designated
textbook for the civil service examinations, and was very influential during the
Ming and Qing dynasties as a representative work of the so-called “Song
learning” (Song xue). In contrast to Cai’s, Wang Mingsheng’s T "& &
(1722-1797) Shangshuhou’an % & 4% %, written in order to illustrate
ZhengXuan’s #§ % (127-200) teachings, is a representation of “Han learning”
(Han xue). The opposition between the Han and Song learning was a critical issue
in the academia of the Qing dynasty, and has become a significant topic for
modern scholars. The Yaodian chapter from the Shangshu typically represents the
image of the sage (shengren Z A), and became an idol for later generations. In
this article, | discuss the difference of the Han and Song learning by comparing
Cai Chen’s and Wang Mingshen’s portrayals of the sages through their
annotations on Yaodian Z#f.Based on their works, | find that the difference
between the Han and Song learning involves the close definitions of concept and
methodology. The difference helps us to better understand the complex issue of
the Han-Song learning.

Keywords: Cai Chen, Wang Mingsheng, Shangshu, the sage, Qing dynasty
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