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The Polyphony and Gender
Implications of the écriture en Virago
In Liaozhai zhiyi

Chen, Chui-ying"
Abstract

Liaozhai zhiyi (Strange Tales from a Rustic Studio) is a work that explores
not only the strangeness but also the ebb and flow of the mundane world. With
themes related to marriage and love stories taking up nearly one-third of the
book, Liaozhai zhiyi shows its specific concern for Viragoes. Either from the
traditional gender context or from an encounter that Pu Songlin himself had,
Viragoes are usually objects to be judged and blamed. However, if viewed from
a gender perspective, the Viragoes in Liaozhai zhiyi have in fact presented the
transgression and violation of patriarchalism. In addition to the intention of the
author, in Liaozhai zhiyi we can surely ‘hear’ the intricate voices and discourse
involved in the écriture en virago.

Therefore, this paper explores not only how Liaozhai zhiyi reveals
heterogeneous voices and conflicts from the feminine stance but also how these
voices form a dialectical dialogic interaction with traditional patriarchalism
under the strong suppression of patriarchal society. To approach these issues, |
focus on the écriture en virago in marital contexts with an eye on Mikhail M.
Bakhtin’s theory of fiction. Specific concerns of this paper lie in the following
aspects:

1. Conflicts and wavering between ethics for females in the patriarchal context
and virago performances.

2. Framing and avulsion of gender borders

3. Roots of virago performances vs. polygamy

4. Virtuous viragoes with ‘forceful’ love

5. Revival of the patriarchal tradition and the epilog of the virago voices.

Keywords: Liaozhai zhiyi, écriture en virago, polyphony, patriarchalism,
gender study
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