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Wang Fu-chih’s A Comprehensive

Commentary of the Chu Ci Revisited:

Its Significance in Chu Ci Studies and in Wang’s
Establishment of His Poetics

Wu, Min-min’

Abstract

A Comprehensive Commentary of the Chu Ci by Wang Fu-chih (Wang
Ch’uan-shan) has not received due emphasis from the perspective of Chu Ci
studies or from the development of Wang’s poetics. The traditional approach to
the book succeeded in revealing Wang’s sentiments toward the termination of the
Ming dynasty, but failed to provide a full understanding of the author together
with his work: either the book was reckoned to be a manifestation of the
sentiments from subjects of the Ming dynasty, or as a practice of typical Chu Ci
exegesis. Wang’s exegetical attempts were influenced by two sources, both of
which insisted on Qu Yuan’s patriotism and its disclosure: Chu Hsi’s A Great
Collection of Commentaries on the Chu Ci, and the post-Sung dynasty poetic
views (notably those of the commentators on Du Fu’s poetry). However, it is
Wang’s achievement that he kept at a distance past critiques of the Chu Ci, and
restored the close connection between Qu Yuan’s intents and verbal expressions.
Thus Wang proposed another two approaches to the Chu Ci: firstly, Qu Yuan’s
“intentional diversion,” a misleading yet provocative speculation for the studies
of intellectual history, referring to Qu Yuan’s practice of internal alchemy
(neidan); secondly, Qu Yuan’s “unintentional revelation,” a milestone toward
Wang’s establishment of the theory of “sentiments and scenic writings
incorporated,” was found in Qu Yuan’s detailed landscape description.

Keywords: Wang Fu-chih (Wang Ch'uan-shan), Chu Ci, leftover subjects,
internal alchemy (neidan), sentiments and scenic writings incorporated
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