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Types and Connotations of Christian

Discussion on Bushido in the Melji
Period

Chang, Kun-Chiang®

Abstract

Focusing on the theme “Christian discussion on Bushido,” this article
analyzes types and strategies of integration between the targets of Christianity
and Bushido. The analysis specifically addresses the Christians Ebina Danjo,
Uemura Masahisa, Nitobe Inazod and Uchimura Kanzo, the symbolic figures of a
generation spanning the two eras of Late Tokugawa Shogunate and the Meiji
Restoration. The second portion of this study discusses their background,
showing that, they are undoubtedly sincere believers in Christianity and its
universalism in the early Meiji period, while being samurais from older domains
who opposed the new Meiji government. In the third section, the author
classifies the Christians’ discussion of Bushido into four types—evolutional,
jointed, assimilative, and parental—based on their different viewpoints and
characteristics. Conclusively, these Christians intentionally overlooked historical
context in their discussion on Bushido ethics and the problem that Christians
may involve too much personal emotion in religion. At the same time, they were
often torn by the tension between nationalism and internationalism.

Keywords: Christianity, Bushido, Ebina Danjo, Uemura Masahisa, Nitobe Inazo,
Uchimura Kanzo

* Professor, Department of East Asian Studies, National Taiwan Normal University.



	1. 民族相應說
	2. 耶穌具有武士氣質說
	3. 忠孝素養說
	明治時期上述有名的基督教徒，在發表基督教與武士道關係的時間點上，多數集中在1890年到日俄戰爭（1904-1905）期間，而這個時間點也正值頒佈〈大日本帝國憲法〉（1889）、〈教育敕語〉（1890），基於天皇至上，大力宣揚日本國體論之際。在這樣的時代背景下，他們一方面作為明治初期的基督教信仰者，與舊薩摩、長州藩士掌控的維新政府遠遠對峙，另一方面他們也須與國體論者、天皇崇拜者周旋，尤其討論到傳統武士道課題之時。即使在這些基督教徒本身，當我們一一仔細檢視他們的武士道論時，發現頗有諸多歧異性。以下依明...
	丸山真男曾用「第一開國」來形容日本戰國時代基督教與諸西方科技、貿易傳到日本的盛況與挫折，用「第二開國」來形容幕末維新後與西方文明的各種互動。而這兩個開國之間存在著「非連續性」的關係，這種「非連續關係」不只是中間經過德川時代徹底的禁教政策，還存在二者面臨外來文化刺激的反應，一是閉關保守，一是文明開化。只是，十七世紀初期日本閉關政策以前，無論是豐臣秀吉或是德川家康禁教的理由，雖抬出所謂「日本是神國」，其實這只是表面理由，豐臣或德川政權的目標其實也不在於對外，真正禁教的理由在於這些宗教者存有超越王法所導...

