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Toward an Aesthetic Genealogy of
The Dream of the Red Chamber and
Mid-Late Tang Poetry
Ou, Li-chuan

Abstract

Studies on the poetry dfhe Dream of the Red Chamber should carefully
distinguish between “poetics” and “poetry”: whilket novel claims high Tang
poetry, which emphasizegediao #% 34 as ideal models, in practice it adopts
themes of mid-late Tang poetry, which scarifiegatee for rich variations and
emphasizesingling 4% . This paper focuses on the poetic practiceTle
Dream of the Red Chamber, covering aesthetic paradigms through style send
and image formations, to adoption and transformadibprevious poetic works.
Through detailed analysis it is clear thdie Dream of the Red Chamber in
practice uses mid-late Tang poetry as its aspiradiod source. Lastly, | discuss
the psychological similarity between the poets oid-fate Tang and the
characters in the novel to further illuminate tlaerative background and the deep
motivation ofThe Dream of the Red Chamber.

Keywords. The Dream of the Red Chamber, mid-late Tang ppéir He,
Fragrant trousseau style, Orthodoxy-Variation Vieimp
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