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Skeleton and Inscription: A Study of
Ng Kimchew, Y u Dafu and Exile
Poetics
Ko, Chia-cian’

Abstract

This study aims to discuss how Ng Kim Chew, a Malaysian Chinese writer
in Taiwan who rewrites Y u Dafu’ s death in Nangyang, delineates the topol ogical
writing and dissemination of literature, displaying mobility and the transcendent
nature of Maaysian Chinese literature. Yu Dafu, a legendary writer from China
in the Malaysian Chinese literary tradition, went missing in Sumatra in 1945,
leaving his death an unresolved mystery. Severa decades later, Ng Kim Chew,
through metafictional practice, rewrites Yu Dafu's legend in Nanyang,
subverting the linear reading of Maaysian Chinese literature and reconstructing
an alternative literary scene. The discussion is conducted in order to address the
following questions: How do missing, death and skeleton form a unified signifier
to represent the history and literary context in which early exiles live? How does
Ng Kim Chew’s rewriting of Yu Dafu contribute to a new understanding of
Malaysian Chinese literature?

Keywords: Yu Dafu, Ng Kim Chew, Malaysian Chinese literature, skeleton,
exile poetics
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