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The Formation of the Yun Jian

School of Poetry:
With the Analysis Centering on
Literary Societies

Hsieh, Ming-yang’

Abstract

The Yun Jian School of Poetry was a leading literary voice in the late Ming
and early Qing dynasties. It is commonly known that the representatives of the
Yun Jian School of Poetry—*“The Three Men of Yun Jian”—were Chen Zilong,
Li Wen and Song Zhengyu. However, in considering the history of the School, it
appears that its formation was the culmination of three major stages of
development that spanned over more than a decade. The first stage was in 1629,
when Chen Zilong along with Zhou Lixun, Xu Fuyuan and others founded the
“Ji Club.” The second stage could be said to be in 1632, when Chen Zilong
befriended Fang Yizhi, after which the poets from Yun Jian and those from
Long Mian started writing poems back and forth. The final stage was from 1640
to 1644, when the name “The Three Men of Yun Jian” came into existence. The
present paper attempts to verify the true meaning of the title “the Yun Jian
School of Poetry.” Moreover, it will discuss the aforementioned three stages of
the School’s development: the “Ji Club” period, the “Yun Long Union” period,
and “The Three Men of Yun Jian” period. It is hoped that the materials presented
herein will shed much needed light on this important school of poetry.

Keywords: the Yun Jian School of Poetry, Ji Club, Yun Long Union, the Three
Men of Yun Jian, Chen Zilong

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, National Dong Hwa University,
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