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Two (Singular) Points and One (Abstract) Line:
The General Topology of Gilles Deleuze

Yang, Kai-lin"

Abstract

There is a particular relation, or we may say a non-relation (‘“non-rapport’),
between point, line and plane in Gilles Deleuze’s philosophy. As a philosophy of
difference, thinking signifies for Deleuze the search for and seizure of (singular)
points and the placement of plural singular points into an abnormal, aberrant and
chaotic communication. This essay attempts to explore the minimal unit of
thought in Gilles Deleuze’s philosophy: an abstract line between two singular
points. The abstract line is not defined by the two points; it is not a line linking
two points. On the contrary, the intervention of the abstract line characterizes
anew the two points. It is a topological relation between two points which is
folded and twisted by force from the outside. Thinking runs across two points,
but it must be the non-relation and the non-thinking between the two points. This
is exactly the general topology of thinking conceived by Gilles Deleuze.

Keywords: singularity, abstract line, becoming, topology, outside

* Assistant Professor, Institute of Philosophy, National Sun Yat-Sen University.
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