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Comparative Case Studies of the Historical

Commentaries in Shiji and Hanshu:
From “Wai Qi Shi Jia” to “Han Changru Lie Zhuan”

Lee, Wei-tai’

Abstract

The essence of Sima Qian’s and Ban Gu’s thoughts are concentrated in
their historical commentaries in Shiji and Hanshu, respectively. A comparison of
the content of and commentary on the historical events that are narrated in both
works will show their similarities and differences as influenced by the authors’
different environments, experiences, and thoughts.

Instead of earlier comparisons which focused on the superiority/inferiority
between the two, this paper will try to emphasize each author’s important and
valuable historical ideas without discrimination, i.e. despite their differences.
This can offer a new research perspective on the thoughts of Sima Qian and Ban
Gu, as well as on the Han Dynasty.

There are 13 cases that will be compared and analyzed in this paper,
ranging from “Wai Qi Shi Jia” (The Hereditary Houses of The Empresses) to
“Han Changru Lie Zhuan” (The Biography of Han Changru).

Keywords: Shiji, Hanshu, historical commentaries, Sima Qian, Ban Gu

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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