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Living New Life, Being New Woman:
The Image-making of Modern Ideal
Woman by KMT Government in the

Nanjing Decade

Hsu, Hui-chi *

Abstract

Among the countries searching for political independence in modern times, women,
their bodies, characters and roles they played, were often bestowed with symbolic
implications serving for the goal of nation-building or state-making. In modem China, for
example, when the state power was hindered by either national or international factors, male
intellectuals claimed as theirs the responsibility of educating women; by 1928, when KMT
ostensibly united China and combined the power of the party with the government, it became
one of its policies to mobilize women and mold a new woman image for the new stage, in
which KMT determined to lead and educate Chinese people and build a modern nation.

The subject of this article, therefore, focuses on the attempts and endeavors by KMT
government in making a new image for contemporary women. By examining both the
related international and national environments and delineating the image-making process
both via constructive and deconstructive ways, this paper aims to explore the ideal type of
new woman and the way of realizing it as presumed by KMT government, and to analyze
the effects of this image-making process on Chinese state-making as well as on Chinese
women. Finally, this paper will reflect upon the relationships between KMT, the
government and women under the condition of state-making.

Keywords: Nationalist Government, New Life Movement, New Woman, Image-

making
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