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The Characteristics of Confucian-
Shintoist Thinkers’ Interpretation of
Confucianism and Shintdoism in
Tokugawa Japan

Chang Kun-chiang *

Abstract

This essay intends first to analyze the features of Confucian-Shintdist thinkers’
interpretation of the Confucian Classics in the late Tokugawa Japan. The term
“Confucian- Shintoist believers” ( ﬁ{% F %% ) refer to those who were
Confucianist, but also had a strong belief in Japanese Shintdism ( The Way of Gods ) .
They included Chu-Tzu scholars, Hayashi Razan (FRg 1L 1583-1657), Yamazaki
Ansai (LLH]%@’;F‘ 1618-1882), Yangming school’s Kumazawa Banzan ( %/% .\
1619-1691 ) , Military School’s Yamaga Sokd ( Lh)%j\ﬁ* 1622-1685 ) , and the
Mikado scholars ( ﬁ %5’% ) . The second section essay explores the development
and evolution of the Japanese traditionalism first, and then analyses the way in which
these Confucian- Shintdist believers broke the connection of Japanese culture to
Chinese culture when defending their own cultural tradition. The third section
illustrates how these thinkers expanded their cultural subjectivity to find something in
common in the two cultures, explaining their two solutions for harmonization.
“Confucian-Shintoist believers”, on the surface, harmonized conflicting elements, but
in fact interpreted Shintdism in terms of Confucianism, while “Shintdist-Confucian

theorists” put Shintdism ahead of Confucianism. The fourth section expounds the

* Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Taipei Medical University.
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inevitable tensions that Chinese political ideas, “Yao-Shiin Shan Rang Rulership” (%
%ﬁ?’ﬁ{ ) and “Tang-Wu Revolution”, posed to these Confucian-Shintdist
believers. The concluding part explains the Japanese thinkers’ attitude toward how to
solve the conflicting elements between Confucianism and Shintdism. The afore-
mentioned thinkers habitually countered “human” thought with “divine” thought.
Showing that Chinese Confucianism and Japanese Shintdism had different ultimate

ends, they reinterpreted the ancient texts in terms of “subjective inflation”

Keywords: Shintd Confucian Tradition Shinto—Confucianists Tang-Wu

revolution Subjective Inflation
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