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The External Transcendence in Zhu Xi’s
Theory of Self-Cultivation of Probing
Principle

Chan, Ping-jui '

Abstract

Current scholarly discussions concerning whether Zhu Xi’s “principle” (3&)

can “move” or “act” largely remain within the framework of “being qua activity”
(BF 7% A BY 7% #)) established by Mou Zongsan. Hence, these discussions continue

to follow the same theoretical paradigm grounded in “immanent transcendence”
and its corresponding conception of the highest or the perfect good ([E ).
However, alternative interpretive approaches may offer different ways of
exploring the question of how the perfect good is possible. Scholars examining
Zhu Xi’s method of probing principle often overlook the transcendent foundation
of his discourse on “principle”—namely, Heaven (X). Yet it is crucial to note
that Zhu Xi inherited Cheng Yi’s theoretical position and reverently proposed that
“the sage takes Heaven as his foundation, while the Buddhist takes the mind as
his foundation.” This statement reveals that “Heaven” occupies a pivotal role in
Zhu Xi’s philosophical system and serves as the key to understanding his
Neo-Confucianism. In particular, according to Lu Xiangshan’s own account, the
divergent views on “Heaven” highlighted the significant discrepancy between his
philosophical ideas and the study of Zhu Xi. By presenting a comparative
analysis, this study suggests that Zhu Xi’s conception of “Heaven” substantially
embodies the implications of a transcendent reality. His vision of the perfect good
should be understood as the foundation and origin of the cognitive apprehension
of transcendent reality. Accordingly, his approach to the perfect good possesses
the dimension of external transcendence that should not be overlooked.

Keywords: Heavenly Mind, Empty Mind, Maintaining Reverence, Conversion,
External Transcendence

* Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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