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On the Textual Structures and Word
Senses of the Character “Xii” in
Bronze Inscriptions from the Zhou
Dynasties

Chang, Yu-wei '

Abstract

This article adopts a syntactic analysis approach to the examination of
sentences involving the character “xiii,” which is commonly found in the Chinese
bronze inscriptions from the Zhou dynasties. The analysis identifies a total of six
word senses of this character based on its lexical categories and syntax. The first
one is the verb sense of “xili méi,” meaning “give/receive accolades.” The verb
mainly occurs in three sentence patterns: “S + xit + from + N (source),” “S + xii
+ to + N (target),” and “S + xiii,” which is a verb-object construction similar to
the expression of bestowing or remembering in Chinese. The second one is the
noun sense of “xill méi.” When “S + xili” is used as the object of a verb, the
nominalization of the character appears in the structures such as “(S1) + V + Sy +
xih,” or “(S1) + V + S, + xili + order/command.” The third one belongs to the
verb sense of “praise” or “rhapsodize” that assigns a putative effect. The verb can
be found in the sentence pattern “(S;) + xi@i + S, + VP.” The fourth one is the verb
sense that suggests “beautify” and can be primarily seen in the sentence pattern
“(S1) + xit + VP.” Here, “xiu (beautify)” and “VP” are parallel structures used to
describe the state of the subject. The fifth one pertains to a metonym for utensils.
Finally, the sixth one is seen in the adjective form that represents “virtuous.” The
meaning, accordingly, results from the Iexicalization of “xil ming”
(commendation-oriented order).

Keywords: xiil, sentence pattern, lexical category, rhapsodize, beautify
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