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The Power of Stories: On the Narrative
Intent and the Construction of

Historical Memory in Walis Nokan’s
Fiction of “Simulated Orality”
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Abstract

This essay analyzes the literary device of “a story within a story” in multiple
short stories by Walis Nokan. I classify these works as “the fiction of simulated
orality” due to the strong affinities that Nokan establishes between his narrative
techniques and the genre of oral literature. As Nokan’s embedded narratives are
rooted in the indigenous tradition of oral storytelling, this essay explores the
features of literary forms and thematic contents that embody the concept of care
in his fictions through a narratological approach. In terms of literary form,
Nokan’s use of orality allows the narratives to oscillate between multiple layers
and to blur the boundaries of storytelling, as the story-tellers and the listeners
engage in potential inter-subjective exchange. Nokan’s fictions partially rewrite
official history. Under Nokan’s postcolonial concern, they engage in dialogue
with dominant narratives and carry a constructive significance in shaping
indigenous collective memory.

Keywords: Walis Nokan, Indigenous Literature, Postcolonialism, Narratology,
Historical Memories
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