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In Defense of the “No Principled
Difference Argument”

Hsiao, Ming-yuan "

Abstract

According to the Principle of Alternative Possibilities (PAP), an agent is
morally responsible for what she has done only if she could have done otherwise.
Harry G. Frankfurt (1969) presents the Frankfurt-style cases (FSCs) as
counterexamples to the PAP, and argues that PAP is therefore false. However,
Philip Swenson (2015, 2016) has recently proposed the “No Principled Difference
Argument” (NPDA) to defend PAP. Firstly, he claims that our intuitive reaction to
FSCs is that an agent may not be responsible for omitting to act, i.e. omission in
the Frankfurt-style cases (OCs). Then, he argues that there is no principled
distinction between FSCs and OCs. Thus, the agents in FSCs, likewise, may not be
responsible for their actions. In response to Swenson’s view, Florian Cova (2017)
rejects NPDA by appealing to two principles of responsibility ascription—the
performance condition and the explanation condition—and explicates the
significant differences of moral responsibility between FSCs and OCs. If the two
conditions proposed by Cova were true, Swenson’s NPDA would fail to defend
PAP. Nonetheless, this paper argues that the performance condition is confronted
with problems of applicability and legitimacy, as well as explanatory dilemma,
while the explanation condition lacks an appropriate theoretical foundation.
Therefore, Cova’s objections to NPDA remain untenable.

Keywords: the Principle of Alternative Possibilities, Frankfurt-style cases,
omission, responsibility ascription
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AR O E - HAAgEMEE R (principle of alternative possibilities,
PAP) BE 0 LA AR e tB70ZE S (Frankfurt-style cases, FSCs) HYEE ? —
en Ry » PAP BB E TR BIVFEA - T8 S HHER FAYTE) ©
FEEEE  (£% S oI @ (could have done otherwise ) < PAP #7& T Ik
I H &4 7E PN BRI P EE - R BT 60 SR AT K28
B EEIEE PAP 50T (25 Robb 2020) - N3 > Harry G. Frankfurt (1969 )
ang > AEHEEEZERIH S MA@ 5 S HZ R © A - ME&FRH PAPH
[ZBIFT LA BT © FSCs 513 T 24815 » SCRE -81¥ T FSCs 2 H/E PAP
HIEAR B ? | ~ 3¢ TPAP BERKIL ? | B ENME - BEMRE THEE
B YR ~ HEEPELOIE - EEE R SIME R - —EEEP FEAVEFTE
%E o

TEATAEHIAFE - Philip Swenson (2015, 2016)  FIJ I #&{EZ A4AY A E Fy
i FSCs (omissions in FSCs, OCs )7k 'L &8 57 258 +7F&( counterfactual interventions )
HEREEBZETT - WLAEATSS FSCs {E £ PAP SRR EEM: - FEMERE T
PAP - STk I AT ARANE B2k VA PAP BUST Al A & 2B RS - R4 -
Swenson HY gL HSHT R BV Bl 2 BRAERY ¢ f-RNME E5R OCs R{TEIE LA HT: -
i B E SRS OCs hTEh# IS A BAEHVEE » B FAE a7 7 = HIE T
FSCs » LA AmES FSCs FHYTTEN B EEEZ AT - Swenson Fift}HE PAP
Byt Ay R AIZER] ) %58 (“No Principled Difference Argument”) - F3247
DA =(EPER - 55—~ R B R PIRER - AN EE TTEEES » OCs
HITTERE AT > 55 > 5B OCs BLBLRIKY FSCs 1F BB E R B A HEHY
4ERE S 28218 imas FSCs 7353 ({9140 » Fischer and Ravizza 1991 Ei Sartorio 2005

1 Frankfurt (1969 ) #}H 445 4k R B 84 F %55 T principle of alternate possibilities | » {2
%8sy %28 M T principle of alternative possibilities | 35 #% PAP ( % A, Kane
2005; Widerker and McKenna 2006; Swenson 2015 iz Robb 2020 % ) » gk it 4% & %
ERAERFAMBEHEAN o A5 RIFFFHRM - AUAT oy T HAE ARG TE
BEAE,  mSAEZEARFENESE S RAERIERE (FlloffBR M) ik
HH % (%R Robb2020) - ik > &35 Frankfurt £ P89 K % 35254545 PAP F oy
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RS o B 0 EF/ 4 Cova [T Swenson Y T BRI o SEVUHT » ZEE AL
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DL EETH -
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HEWTaME ) 09 FFaH -
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5], ehEH o

4 Swenson (2019) 52k PAP #4385 A 3] A TiE 4838 &, |, (moral luck) 3484 5-#F
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HERO B ETEHEEFEOE T, A £OCs ¥ RET THELL
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TRy 478y 0 M BAL ey F 15456 T Black 49 % B8 > A7 vA Black 2
RFW > BAMAETE (4R Frankfurt 1969: 835-36) -

[3&#] John 724 BA B — BN 3ZH5 K - WIS % & ) Bp
TR 3% o John 2 A K % # 8k ik € X 4R RO BAL R T -
{2 John Fimid 042 » dn RICAAF B AR ZHRIDIZ - —BI=E iR
BB QIR E A — Pt ik dndE o) 3RO IZ e H57 8y (Swenson
2015:1282 ; % R, Cova (2017:428) - ¥A % Fischer and Ravizza (1991:
258-78) ) -

—fEEE Ry LRI EZERI T > RimsE Jones ¢ John HUEBEATEIAE > HE
FNTTR#E (Black ~ (CZEIZLE ) 115 > MME A I se REGA1TE) - #8152
TIED A HMTREN: - B - /ORI  (TEE A HM T4
YRR RHEATEIESE > PAP IR T KB « {508k B2 > Frankfurt DL R MY
TRFEATRHAY FSCs 2/ 0B AL TN R EEZ RS - 55— W FSCs 57 >
S FI DI @ gEASE S i @ AFRIAERM: > iEmFor T EEE LN
J&IAZRITEN R EAM 0T RENE: | B B A REEM SN E TS
A DA IR R R - B BRETE - A ARSI St g EE
B Z R ES (£ 5 Kane 2005 LUK Robb 2020) -

i EEFEA o Frankfurt By R AAZEH1 DL HAD FSCs #E PAP FYEZBT - {H
& FEAE PAP BT AYsRSI E AR S AN (B0 AR ) 0 VAR
GRS PAP BiE A [CIESRIS v LAY ERE © 5 — > ST S TEAIRERY
FSCs » Lifsgis =GN A2 EIER PAP [ : 55— » BB XFELE PAP 11y
g > 5% TPAP | LI TA FSCs HUHKER - Swenson (Y " IR AIZER | smagFTER
AR — RS > ER LT Ep
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B John ¥ 32 0/ 3% > 4 i 4 John j&@ # % chf 3 7
it & 7 (Swenson 2015: 1280 ; ¥ % Fischer and Ravizza 1998: 125) « °

i B A& T TEE SR @A T2 - i > 81 FSCs R[E Z EAER - ZE51Y John
EREADGARAUTE OZAER) » EFr [AfA] /& OCs - Swenson (2015:
1280) f5H > BEFHRMEFRE " John BEZE R/ NZAIPEC AT ? | B8R ],
98t [ ) yHIER L EEL—R5H FSCs R[a] : BI{E John S0 &R R T14EYE
SRAIRRUINZ ; (not trying to save the kid ) M » EHEATTHEESS » John
AR Ry T HRBU NI, (failing to save the kid) &3 -

Ky T S8R Swenson HYEwRS > FERRMISGMEEE T (&R ] HiY John R PR
INGHRBETR | BT BIIEE RS — BT E & N E R0 OCs -

[ emiR]) £ BEGF 12T 2 A g ety
FE#i [ 48] ME o i John R4nidey 2 > H — AR EHEE
F ARG WA NIZEG I o {835 John BhAK T o #0037 B AR

TR R R e BB A 4 #AE4TE (Swenson 2015: 12815 5 R,
Fischer and Ravizza 1998: 138) -

DR EBRIVEACE - Uaaiitii] 2 D] RAHEARE - AT
ZRAER o [&mii] Ty HraE P2 T HEEREEE - (S22
A E S John 0RA " RIHIRBUINZ S HIHMIFTRENE - L - BRI (&
fafiii ] AuRlEE e e ] —f  ARAE Cafa] o John &S " HRFUMZ
R BT HMAE [ i ] (LR LB & 51 - 55— (1 OCs

5 BEAXF o TR J RERETEMES -

6 Fischer and Ravizza (1998) 32 " #5444 | (triggering event) 8Y#EA R E R » ¥
"TREMATHREREL  ERBERETTRLIMGERN  EakEER" [RA]
P 44 John 24 F4£ > 12 [ & &AmAR] ey John H F4E | o i > FAMEehim &
SETEEEG B EREAOBAL SRANEREIVEIARRAAE TR
#}74 Fischer and Ravizza #4935 %5 » Swenson 32 1 TR 4T BB (4 R 2016:581-84) -
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[ Y@ EG P 5 A 2 & 1 i8Hh — 8 &3 John~ 7T xA#4E John
BAMBBRRE - £BMEEHF > John AR BFE2IE 0 K E
BN o 121825 John BB EF A EREBNZ - MEBBREH
@3k John LBp & 4 — At ikindE el ~ TR ES - S
G4 John REAHNIZ - 7il > REMBRRFALBEES T LA
#AE4TE (Swenson 2015: 1281 ; % R, Frankfurt 1994: 620-23)

FEIE(EZE BT - Ff John F&LHE B CHYSE Z&RA TBEEERBUINMZ » TTHRE/ M
e T o SEFRMTERILES John FTEE T RRUNZK, &F - Al

Swenson F5H{ > [HEE] B2 (MM wE—0YZ2RIER " KBTI
RFFERG )« 1E (& il & > F7EEFE John HUBARYAE Z & A R ¢ 1

£ [hiEgg]) o - T-FEAZEAE John A E 2 ATEEZE4E T © Swenson 5058 » Tk
HE T EIREE _ B R 0 B DR M R ZZ SIS AR BN E R
A Ry fitsm T TEE(E John I RE 2 RiEZ B IR - TTHEEPRELRSE John FRKL

NG e TRIE - PEERA A TR IR IR TS [HEE] i e
it ] R [EEHIET - MiEskon - QRAE [AAMHE] o John FEFEE T HRE0N

2R, AR 0 IME (B F Y John th[FIFEARRR Rt H AT -
BRI R —EZRA > wstE iy [FLmE] -

[3#] John 758 305 WA 2] — B XK > oA S BT & Br
A NG John B H K %+ Bakik @ X IR H N2 M ARk h T o
{e John Fwidi 6y @ Ju RUBAE B IR EREONIZ  —BI= A
MREGRM LI E A — AR EBFIRIEY BRI K EH
(Swenson 2015: 1282 ; % A Fischer and Ravizza 1991: 258-78 ) -

[35hE] BRI EZEFIRTARE 2 BEAER © John HERAUTE) » N ELHETES -
A - BN (k] SRR B EAAEERIASRE - st T E= 0P E RS
Prag e A HA AT BEME | Swenson (2015:1280) 58/ > ffEHiAYiELE
FEW A ERERA EAVEEZR  H > ARFEENEES > kg

T hEEFBERE T TFEAMEER? HEAH TEER ? B o Clarke( 1994, 2011)
.5 H £ %) 0 12 Fischer and Ravizza (1998) 32474 K £ %] » % H Swenson m %) ¥ B
BX 7 Clarke 843525 » $Fob 3 4 fm i A FLAR G35 H 35 4 B ey 24F (2016: 584-90) -
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[ B St 5 John B EITTEIEN G A B « LA [FEE R E |+ THE

AT WP LAER "2 (3] o - John FEIRERETE & TIRRUINZ B
{l?ﬁbé\EJ S1E—2K - Swenson SERE T LAY " EEIRAIZER] ) wsd (DANE
T NPDA)

[NPDA]) (Swenson2015:1282)

(P1) [#&]) ey John 3 "B IZKM ) BA FIE -

(P2) 4ok [#.&]) oy John # "TIRBNFZK K ) BA T
AR [ % 2l ] o 64 John # T 3R #0 N3k B | b8 A FAE

(P3) 4w ® [ % &4miH]) ey John # MK &R AHF
42 AR [ 3k ] P o John #F TR KON IH K B ) LK AL -

(P4) 4R [H#] F0oy John # T3H#NFZ L | 4 H T
AR [ 3] & oy John # TR BN | LR A HAL -

(C) [3%#] F ey John #f "IREOFZRI | BH FIE -

WIFTF > (k) E—(E LRI FSCs » T HEF 2% AR B PAP - ZA( -
WIS NPDA BT > Alwterrs > (3] S HAYE PAP K21 - Swenson i/l
fiErRR s 75— JSAYEY PAP [ o

Swenson {5t » NPDA SIZE#oR  ERLE FSCs T8I E R A HATEI&

S G 4G FSCs ST —(HEEHkEL - AL FSCs fTHERRE A

%EU&%EE AT E AN (A R A S S RS IE L 2 BAZAMHT > FSCs SZHF
FVHRESE RRIMER I T Fyfol FSCs 2 EITE R (5B D AWI AR | » BAE
A FSCs Z A —E B (s - It Ak =E5E T 2124 —(# FSCs
FEHTEIE A A TR R A EITEIER ) > fEMPKEL I FSCs {F f PAP K BIIHY
GUAME - RE 2 AR FSCs STRFA A HIR AR Z R 2K & 7y Bt Ze 4] » Ak
TIEEEZE RIS FSCs FE4ERE LA BMMEME (LR A% PRI E] I -

8 Swenson (2015:1282) AH gB—ERHERL " Ftks  BHHEBEETAZT LR
TheM 2 TS | BHEREENRER L TAM - XK E Fischer and Ravizza
(1991) %R\ E > fh3p s T R#FMHE | (The Asymmetry Thesis) >
# % Sartorio (2005) L& T (M) R R HAMB I RG] | - (23352
#r#% Swenson (2016:590-92) R B3 o % 4b » Palmerand Liu (2021 ) o3 R #HbE 3
LR TRIFHRK -
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TSR - T IRBA TS (TakE] B8 > FMTAEEHE— 20 E5RATA FSCs
HITErE SR AL -

FEEEH NPDA BH NGRS * FrAdISR FSCs Y Fr Z 8 b B R4S
BT ARHYPRE - AL ecE 2 BB R » BE AR R e w5 - (B
B R R R T TR E R ) AR PRI A S APk
EREEARA - [N FSCs STRFEBRAG A Re BN AL E A2 - SUBK L - #1

(P2) ~ (P3) ~ (P4) AYHEHERA TR > A48 > Swenson (2015,2016)

AV SE R Bl - iy ELAAY S 2L [ et fil 3 ZERY R4 Cova (2017) Ak
o o R FER IR EIE = (EATIRAVIE 05452 > So5 e Cova ¥ NPDA {E
LR -

= ~ Cova 89 R 18z B

AEME B (3] F77 John FEE - & 7 RESA AR EREZOIES
LS EAYZER] > Cova M@ L FHfEZEE] (Cova 2017:429) -

[ —#&3%4) John 725835 0 A 2 — 8. N 3255 K 0 teafs e 5
J1 Bp T #4e0N3% o John I3 K % % 83k ik F AR KNI 0 M Bt
BT e

(24 #%4) John 725835 i A 2] — 8. N 32055 K 0 feafs e 5

9 3R 4% Swenson (2015:1283) - Frankfurt (1969 ) 3% i 464 £ | ¥ » [F] B4 4 3 s FSCs
—EAERFH ERBFAEH S TR ERCHR S M B TITE o) Aokt
WEZRE S BRAEIEE S e A THEHMBEHFTITH - 22250 4
FSCs ¥ » 11815 MBRF T LEFTZRAZER (ZEETRTHEMEZITHNG
B ) o ¥t #& AT vA A Fischer 44 " A-Factors/ B-Factors | [ 4-i& — ¥ %] £ FSCs
A R xERFEMHEELE > AR x & E ¢ A-Factor ; {2de R x 2 E4 E 5469
B-Factor » AR x £ R R E#4 ' x B2 (MEAH FHM4) REWBE AR TE G0

(% R, Fischer2010) ° Frankfurt 2F #*% = P304 FSCs Y1788 B 5 L 78 & & -
ERR L TEFTEHER M AN E L (FEHS) , %2 B-Factor» TR %
IR e BE 478 & by F 4% o Swenson 5 41 0 & OCs 4, 2 4137, 7 B-Factor » 3k » 4w
R FSCs o4 £ #H# B £F 1R ¥ P2~P4 R # NPDA » ARHAr 3ok &8 R #4382 FSCs
AR by Bt 0 B iE R & FSCs % 3545 44k A 09 Fnk o
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77 Bp <] A N3Z o John 2 A K % # B sk ik € X 4x 0N 3%0 R 48 John
EVONEZA OB e BT -

TREAZAM > TR & [EE [—fdilf ] Fy John ¥ T IRBUNMZ , HEME - H U2
HILNE] THY John JZHAEAE © Cova 585y > HERMAEHI T EREIHES (L
s AR A 1 AR Mk =T DU [ERAY 22 AR e oy [ e s 1B (e ]

B ATAEEL - £ (e ] 8 U 5] A — (SRR |
(—f%shfE] FHY John FHHRBUNMZ - B [UZAZEME] HHY John A2 A FREUIN
% - Cova 5t » BEZEAFUERMZATLIEE " U2FEIE] 1Y John J2H
B, AV—(HH il - TEEEARER LILARRATEIAE - it > Cova
(2017:430) f2th 7 —{ERH B EER BRI -

(RALMGH] 788 A HL7H © A4 §HMES A THRLER
#, 7 @ - (anagent A can be morally responsible for ®-ing if and only if
A actually ®-ed )

MR DEIRIRCEY > BT DAEHEMEREE T Ryl [95E]) Ay John HEATL, -
R MBS FPRRC T /N - BRERRTRERE © [ERRRM) mTLARE T Al (&
] Y John JEHET | 1§ ?

T35 Cova » ZRE[EE FAltRTRE » FMTZILEEE T X Jefl , (failing to X)
Bl TFEM X (not X-ing) ZRIHVZER - BTN EEENR

R Fg 4] sk John £F 0 NZAERRK - £EBEEFEY > ZAA
ﬁé;ﬁ'égﬁi& ) &‘x‘i%—/\igﬁ?k °

Bt D2H4] » Nohn ARV, EIHEMIEEKIL - (HEH
" John JRFUNZEM ) AIGEHS oy e - IEsBURT > T X Kl BT
HEM X, AR - Cova (2017:430) 585 » thEE A EMX, » T
X KM TEMEE SR - Hpey—(ERA R

[Bewa] 78E AMX Rl % ATAMEHM X (anagent
fails to X only if A had the opportunity to X at some point )
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i (&) SEEAESEE » John RE[FEHRRUNZ - KA ECE it E =Bk
NKFRUNZG » BRENZ T BESEEIRRNZATEIRI - #1522 > [&
a1 HEy John G AEAHRRUNZIIHEE - EFor [&H] 16 John JA7H
B [HEiRiE]) > b D8R ERRBUING ) o AR T IRV INZERL ) -
sEEBESHT  H (A A]) 1Y John HESGH RV NG » R EEAVE
B b TIRRUINZRRL o FRDMIDSAE DR - BRI John SRR Ky TR
RUNZED | &8 (£H Cova2017:430-31) -

Bk [ERiRer) ik DS ieer] st DEReH (&) B (3] /£
FAEEB _LAVER] TS 0Pt e DA NPDA « R > ¥ S fEittaF - Swenson
HDAE]E - 7F OCs FETA RIVEERESERIN T1&E | (outcomes) HIE(EEF
J& > A ERIATTE) (actions) AYEA(TERE - BTN > £ [AA] &> Hb
John ;G HEIEIE R » FAFLLRIRE: H14E John BYTTEIPRSLAE MY (TEEE - i
T BRMESE T [&FA] 5169 John BEE R TRUNZER, &F 2 |
B - 1RIFEEHN - BRIFTEEAYE John RAEBMEE (MAEMATTE) © B
fiE5m John 2B ERUINZHI AR Gl TRRUINZRRL ) B E%S > Fr A58
Fy John J@EE(T - EEMEMIE [ FY OCs thiTBhEENSHETTE) - FMEHE
FOAETTEPR B H (LS -

FefMAE > Cova 1y HAEZLURAIMERY i iH DAY 8 [3508) 5
(TR EryzR - o EREHER > Cova WVEDUR AR =R IT A el [&fa]
tRfy John S A E(T ~ H (380 ] S John HE(E > A0BLA A FER B NPDA -
oA 0 [RERME] FrdiE 8IS st TR RIS - B " DTk B EE
R AUARRREZA T DGR EH [SEEE]  (EARA S R Al A1 1% AV I 15K
R E TR 0 ATl BRI AE] WAsERZREREH [&fa] 28 OCs V&L
ErE o RS [REfRAE] $ih OCs A A M:RE 1% > Cova (2017: 436)
—BAtaY e [REERRE] SOk bl AR

(A6 784 A EESF (RFE) EREETE §HE
FOEEHREEAE (k) "

10 @ Cova (2017:436) #4J& 35 T (Occurrence) An agent A can be morally responsible
for an event (or states of affairs) E if and only if E actually occurred (or obtained at some
point) ; -
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AEEEW - (BRG] EERTEI B (EREE B RT3 G > EE-L
AP T LAGREA OCs Ay (EERE (BIa - % "1&R ) R — R ESEM) -
{B7Z > Cova (2017: 436) HCOWA - JFNZAHHEGR " HREUNZRA

(80 "NMZIET ) £ L&A TavbEsRd T - fEEEEn T - R (34K
7] - TfMrEZZEAE (&5 iy John Zy TIRBUNZAR ) &F - (22

SRR TR T Cova HYEwIL H AT - ALl Cova S 1 (#4511
M0 DAL 5 K ECEf NPDA -

fRI% Cova » ZERHT [ ) B2 (04l ) £ (LR _ LAV > Ffn] LAfE
{8 [—fedehfe] 8 U] ZMAvZRES « 1E [—fdkiE] £
John ¥fj> T RBUINZ A EERRE BMEITENE T/ NZHHER ) (the child being
saved ) iEE&RAED ; MAE UZAZME] & > John ZFTLIE T HREUINZ 12
ARERRFMATTERE T INZHIRR BEERFIAEEY - #52 > £ [—
fi ] o John AUTTENEL /NZAER R B (R A AR - (B R
AHEE] B John AYTTENEL T/INZMEIR L, Z AN AAENERIRE M - [ E
875 > Cova (2017:436) f2itH T 55— ER(LERBHVA -
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