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“That Balinese politics, like everyone else’s, including ours, was symbolic action
does not imply, therefore, that it was all in the mind or consisted entirely of dance
and incense. The aspects of that politics here reviewed—exemplary ceremonial,
model-and-copy hierarchy, expressive competition, and iconic kingship,
organizational pluralism, particulate loyalty, dispersive authority, and confederate
rule—configurated a reality as dense and immediate as the island itself. The
men(---) who made their way through this reality---building palaces, drafting
treaties, collecting rents, leasing trade, making marriages, dispatching rivals,
investing temples, erecting pyres, hosting feasts, and imaging gods—were
pursuing the ends they could conceive through the means they had. The dramas of
the theatre state, mimetic of themselves, were, in the end, neither illusions nor lies,
neither sleight of hand nor make-believe. They were what there was.”



