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Searching for the House of Taipei Bar
Association in Memory:

The Launch of Transitional Justice of Lawyers

L\

Tay-sheng Wang,” Wen-liang Tseng™" & Chun-ying Wu" A

Abstract

Established in 1900, Taihoku Bar Association, the predecessor of Taipei Bar
Association, had no legal capability until 1936. However, Taihoku Bar Association had
never brought real estate to be the house of the Association, and thus their General
Meetings of Members were always held in the meeting room of the High Court.
Established in 1934, Taihoku Legal Profession Association was allowed to use the ground
of the old building of the High Court for building a house of Taihoku Legal Profession
Association Club with the duration of ten years by the General-Government of Taiwan.
Because the overlap of members in the associations mentioned above, the Club’s house
was frequently the gathering place of Taihoku Bar Association. After World War II,
Taihoku Legal Profession Association moved the Club’s house to the newly-established
Taipei Bar Association. Nevertheless, the KMT government ordered Taipei Bar Association
to transfer the Club’s house to the Taiwan High Court, ignoring the facts that since 1934,
the Club’s house was the place for social activities of legal profession in Taipei and the
house of Taihoku Bar Association as well and that the ownership of the Club’s house
belonged to Taihoku Legal Profession Association. As a result, Taipei Bar Association, who
unfortunately lost its house acquiring in 1945, was located in a small room of the court
building for a long time. Taipei Bar Association tried to ask the Taiwan High Court to
return its house in 1958, and to allow the Association to build a new house in the ground of
the Club’s house in 1967. However, the Taiwan High Court rejected these claims,

disregarding that the properties of Taihoku Bar Association should be succeeded by Taipei
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Bar Association in the post-war era. It is controversial in law for the Taiwan High Court to
take over the Club’s house. More importantly, Taiwanese lawyers indeed suffered
disadvantages from the “recovery of Taiwan” of their own government in this case. In
accordance with the transition of justice, the current Taiwan’s government should make
proper compensations for its unfair confiscating the house of Taipei Bar Association in the

past.

Keywords: bar association, legal profession, Shoinchd, high court, take over,

Po-fen Tsai, Masaho Takano, legal history




