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2. The Buddha’s Religio-Philosophical Context

(1) Brahmins and non-Buddhist renunciants
a. Eternalists
b. Annihilationist

c. Eel-wrigglers(Safijaya Belal |[ thiputta—agnostic)

(2) Buddha:
a. Karma

! Selected in William Edelglass and Jay L. Garfield ed., Buddhist Philosophy, (Oxford University
Press, 2009), pp. 265-274.



b. stream of conditioned and changing state

¢. amiddle way
3. The Early Buddhist Approach to “Self”
(1) atta, atman: “self”, myself, herself, oneself, character
(2) an-atta, an-atman: not-self, not a Self, equivalent to sufifia, $tinya
(3) Early and Theravada Buddhism: “all dhammas are not-self’=everything is not-self
(4) “there is no self” ™ Eﬁ[’“‘ﬁlﬂ@

(5) Buddha indeed was asked “ Is there a Self” and “Is there no self?”

a. There is a self: eternalist, ZZE&F =" 5§ :i"’F"[

b. There is no self: annihilationist

c. The simplest response: Buddha accepted a changing empirical self that was not
destroyed at death, but flowed on into a future rebirth.

4. The five aggregates

(1) Five khandhas, skandhas(= 7Vi}) :

a. ripa: consists of the physical elements

b. vedana: the quality of experience, this is the same as emotion, though it
accompanies any emotion or sensory experience

c. sarjna: associative knowledge

d. sarskara(s): a range of mental responses to objects
vijfiana: discriminative consciousness, sensory discernment, awareness of sensory

and mental objects, object-processing intelligence

(2) Abhidhamma:
1. to change from moment to moment

2. at any one instant, there is only one kind of consciousness, perception, and feeling

5. Levels of Belief in a self

(1) Belief in a Self:

a. Self-identity view(satkaya-d i) = view something specific as “this am [”



b. Iam conceit(asmi-mana)

(2) Invalid question:
a. “Who feels?”
b. “Who craves?”

(3)What are the valid questions?

6. The Anatta-lakkhara Sutta: The “Discourse on the Characteristic

of Not-Self”

(1) One cannot control the aggregates at will, as one could with something that was
part of an essential self.
(2) The aggregates are impermanent, and hence induce pain(whether physical or

mental).

7. Extract from the Maha-nidana Sutta, the “Great Discourse on
Causal Links”

(1) Self is simply identical to feeling.

(2) Selfis not feeling, and lacks any experience.
(3) Self'is not feeling, but not without experience.
(4) Refutation:

a. Ref I: Feeling is not self:
(al)Three modes of feeling would be intermittent, not permanent.
(a2) something encompassed all three kinds of feeling— fluctuating mixture of

opposite
b. Ref2: The sense “I am” requires the presence of feeling of some kind.

c. Ref3: If feeling came to cease, how could there be the sense of a particular
I-identity, “this am I”*?

(5) Anything dependent on what is not-Self must izself be not-Self.
(6) The “I” that is Self would turn out to be not-Self.



(7) If there can only be a Self under conditions that would make it not-Self, then it is
clearly impossible for there to be such a thing as a Self: the concept itself is
self-contradictory.

(8) A sense of Self only arise with respect to the aggregates of bodily and mental
factors.

8. Extract from the Milindapafiha, “Milinda’s Questions”

a. The “person”, “being”, or “self” is not some mysterious essence.

b. When there is the functioning collection of five aggregates the term “a being” or
“a person” is applied.

c. There is no Self, no person-essence, just a collection of conditional interacting

Processes.
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