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Abstract: 

  The present study examines Buddhist doctrine of "neither increase nor decrease in the 

realm of sentient beings" in the An�natv�p�r�atva-nirde�a in terms of a doctrinal 
development focusing attention on keywords from the realm of sentient beings 

(sattva-dh�tu), dharma-dh�tu, dharma-k�ya, to tath�gata-garbha. 

  The Mah�y�na has sometimes been associated with the doctrine that there is neither 
increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient beings, a doctrine which is often linked to 

the Praj��p�ramit�-S�tras or the M�dhyamika school. In this paper, I look into just 
such a doctrine, as it is found in a Chinese traslation of the An�natv�p�r�atva-nirde�a, a 
Buddhist scripture translated by Bodhiruci in 525. Several passages of this scripture 

were cited in the Ratna-gotra-vibh�ga, a treatise still preserved in Sanskrit, Chinese and 
Tibetan, and give us textual sources for research into the Chinese translation of this 
scripture. 

  In the An�natv�p�r�atva-nirde�a, the very way in which the doctrine of neither 
increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient beings is defined and verified through the 

employment of the dharma-dh�tu thoery, a theory which, in turn, is verified by 
reference to theories of dharma-k�ya and tath�gata-garbha. So in order to understand 
this scripture's discursive construction of the doctrine of neither increase nor decrease in 
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the realm of sentient beings, we must explore its conception of such keywords as 

dharma-dh�tu, dharma-k�ya, and tath�gata-garbha. 

  It is my hope that an examination of such a scripture with the focus on the doctrine of 
neither increase nor decrease in the realm of sentient beings may contribute to the study 

of the various ways in which the contours of the Mah�y�na have been drawn from a 
doctrinal perspective. 

 

Keywords: 

Buddhist studies, An�natv�p�r�atva-nirde�a, neither increase nor decrease, realm of 
sentient beings, dharmadh�tu, dharmak�ya, tath�gatagarbha, philosophy of life 
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t� � ¼ /� �	õ � � B���B�CZ �ª �Ǣ ° �/º 8 � ß ) �2001cÈW�
t�Michael�Zimmermann��A�Buddha�Within � �The�Tath�gatagarbhas�traÇÇThe�Earliest�
Exposition�of�the�BuddhaÇNatura�Teaching�in�India ,�Tokyo � �The�International�
Research�Institute�for�Advanced�Buddhology��Soka�University��2002��
t� v ê $ � Æw x È�	 u E y � �½a z �½��B�½�
����Æ±¾�

¹BL ��2001cÈW�
Æ3È	
�·¸: ���g���½X � ÆParam�rthaÈ.�557�c��¹� Bl
$��ÆT��669��vol��16��pp��468aÇ477cÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	
�¢ A `���$��� �Æ: � ���25Ç220�cÈ�ÆT��688��vol��16��pp��
781aÇ782aÈW�
t�	8 � `���$��{½� � .�649�c��ÆT��689��vol��16��pp��782aÇ783bÈW�
Æ4È	¹/º ���g��� � ½� 2 ~ } � ÆGu�abhadraÈ.�435Ç443�c��
¹� BlÚ�ÆT��270��vol��9��pp��290bÇ300bÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	¹Á ¦ � � ì Q ����$��} ~ ½À � � �ÆBodhiruciÈ.�520�c��
¹� BlÚ�ÆT��272��vol��9��pp��317aÇ365cÈW�
Æ5È	� � ¹� ���g��{½, � � � ÆDiv�karaÈ.�680�c��¹� Bl
$��ÆT��674��vol��16��pp��653aÇ663cÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	¹� ø ¯ ���g�� � 8 � ½ � 2 � � ÆJ��naya�asÈ.�570�c��¹ �
Bl$��ÆT��673��vol��16��pp��640cÇ652cÈW�
Æ6È	¹� �  � ���÷��{½Ë � Ð } Æ�ik��nandaÈ.�700Ç704�c��
¹� Bl$��ÆT��672��vol��16��pp��587bÇ640cÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	 � � ~ Ý� � ���´��� � ½� 2 ~ } � ÆGu�abhadraÈ.�443�c��
¹� Bl$��ÆT��670��vol��16��pp��480aÇ514bÈW�
t�	� � ���$��} ~ ½À � � �ÆBodhiruciÈ.�513�c��¹� Bl$
��ÆT��671��vol��16��pp��514cÇ586bÈW�
t� � §8 � Æw � È�	� 8 � � ���Æ¾� �¹� ¹��1923cÈW�
t�� � , � Æ�È�	� 8 ±�½� � ��Æ¾� �/B� �1976cÈW�
t��� �� �	��a b Ælg�È�y� ¼ �  ¡�¢z
 
 � 8 �  � �º	
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�£���Æ¾� �¤ ¥ ¹�« : h ���Q �1994cÈW�
t� ¦ § ¨ © ª Æ« � È�	� � � �x �Æ¾� �/B� �1993cÈW�
Æ7È	
�
, ���$��{½� � .�645�c��¹� Bl$��ÆT��680��
vol��16��pp��720bÇ723bÈW�
Æ8È	¹� A �½a z � k Ý l´$Ï��$gh�øl$$Ú��{½À � ×
�ÆBodhiruciÈ.�706Ç713�c��¹ � Bl$$�ÆT��310��vol��11��pp��
672cÇ678c�ÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	 a z � ì ¬ $ � ¹� ÷ � , ���Ú��� � ½ � 2 ~ } � ÆGu�abhadraÈ
.�436�c��¹� Bl$g�ÆT��353��vol��12��pp��217aÇ223bÈW�
t�The�Lion’s�Roar�of�Queen �r�m�l� � �A�Buddhist�Scripture�on�the�Tath�gatagarbha�

Theory��translated�by�Alex�Wayman�and�Hideko�Wayman��New�York � �Columbia�
University�Press��1974��
t� v ê $ � Æw x È�	 u E y � �½a z �½��B�½�
����Æ±¾�

¹BL ��2001cÈW�
t�Diana�Mary�Paul��“The�Teaching�of�Queen��r�m�l��who�had�the�Lion’s�Roar�”�
The�Buddhist�Feminine�Ideal � �Queen��r�m�l��and�the�Tath�gatagarbha��Missoula� �
Scholars�Press��pp��141Ç229��
Æ9È	u E y � ���´��� � ½� 2 ~ } � ÆGu�abhadraÈ.�435Ç443�c��
¹� Blg�ÆT��120��vol��2��pp��512bÇ544bÈW�
]ø �5 �̂ ��

t�	
� ­ E ® ���$�� 3 | ½ ¯ / ° ÆDharmarak�aÈ.�266Ç313�c��
¹� Blg�ÆT��118��vol��2��pp��508bÇ510bÈW�
t�	
� ­ ± ² ���$�� 3 | ½/ ³ ÆDharmarak�aÈ.�290Ç307�c��¹
� Blg�ÆT��119��vol��2��pp��510bÇ512bÈW�
t�	� � � �½l 1077 ���� � ½� 2 ~ } � ÆGu�abhadraÈ.�435Ç443�c
��¹� Blg�ÆT��99��vol��2��pp��280cÇ281cÈW�
t�	 0 � � � � �½l 16 ��� � ��¹ � Blg�ÆT��100��vol��2��pp��
378bÇ379a�ÈW�
t�	
 ´ � � �½ � Â lª$Ï½l����± | ½ µ ¶ · � � � ÆGautama�
Sa	ghadevaÈ.�385�®�397�c��¹ � Blg�ÆT��125��vol��2��pp��
719bÇ722cÈW�
t� v ê $ � Æw x È�	 u E y � �½a z �½��B�½�
����Æ±¾�

¹BL ��2001cÈW�
Æ10È	¹ f ¸ ¹ ���´$�� ° ö ½ ¶ · º ÆDharmak�emaÈ.�414Ç421�c
��¹� Bl$g�ÆT��374��vol��12��pp��365cÇ603c�ÈW�
�

�
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��F �G H I �

Æ$ÈU8 �

Æ1Èª «¬ �	
̄ ­p ��Ǣ ° �±¹² ³�1997cÈW�
Æ2È� 
 Å �	f g � � � Ýd �T ¼ � 
� �¬ R
 o P V �
d 23' 8 � �
Æ� � �� u L �Á�2001cÈW�
Æ3È» � ¼ ����B���v · ���B�³© � s T ½ p �Æ¸@�È�	

d ² ³� � � �l 10�11¡Æ1997cÈ�µ 32Ç52|l 12¡Æ1997cÈ�µ 37Ç63W�
Æ4È» � ¼ ��C � ��B��U VT ¤ � ��	
���U# �a �l 3¡Æ1998
cÈ�µ 243Ç280W�
Æ5È�§ � � @¾ ¿ À Á ����B½Ê ¦ ¸ ��� � .	¹ � ��^� ß ���
a ¹ Â Ã C« �Æ±¾�° Ä Å �1997cÈ�µ 304Ç322��
Æ6ÈÆ � Ç ��� �¹� � ��
̄ ' ¸�$� î ­��	
���U# �a �l

3¡Æ1998cÈ�µ 21Ç76��
Æ7Èª «¬ ���È É 
d �> ¿ ��	« É $ % ¹�½O �' &�l 24¡Æ2001
cÈ�µ 1Ç44��
�

ÆgÈ­ 8 �

Æ8ÈM��Anesaki��“Tath�gata�”�Encyclopaedia�of�Religion�and�Ethics��edited�by�
J��Hastings � �Edinburgh��1918��pp��202Ç204��
Æ9ÈPaul�J��Griffiths��On�Being�Buddha� �The�Classical�Doctrine�of�Buddhahood��
Albany� �State�University�of�New�York�Press��1994��
Æ10ÈBrian�Edward�Brown��The�Buddha�Nature� �A�Study�of�the�Tath�gatagarbha�
and�
layavij��na��Delhi � �Motilal�Banarsidass�Publishers��1991��
Æ 11È Susumu� Yamaguchi�� Mah�y�na� Way� to� Buddhahood � � Theology� of�
Enlightenment��Los�Angeles � �Buddhist�Books�International��1982��
Æ12ÈPaul�J��Griffiths��John�P��Keenan�Êeds�Ë��Buddha�Nature� �A�Festschrift�
in�Honor�of�Minoru�Kiyota��Buddhist�Books�International��1990��
Æ13ÈSallie�B��King��“The�Buddha�Nature� �True�Self�as�Action”�Religious�Studies�
20�2�ÊJune�1984Ë� �255Ç267��
Æ14ÈSallie�B��King��“Buddha�Nature�and�the�Concept�of�Person�”�Philosophy�
East�and�West�39�2�ÊApril�1989Ë� �151Ç170��
Æ15ÈSallie�B��King��Buddha�Nature��Albany� �State�University�of�New�York�Press��
1991��
Æ16ÈPhiroz�Mehta��Buddhahood��Longmead � �Element�Books��1988��
Æ17ÈD��Seyfort�Ruegg��“P�li�Gotta�Gotra�and�the�Term�Gotrabh��in�P�li�and�
Buddhist�Sanskrit�”�Buddhist�Studies�in�Honour�of�I� �B� �Horner��edited�by�L��
Cousins� and� et� al���Dordrecht � �D��Reidel�Publishing�Company��1974��pp��
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199Ç210��
Æ18ÈD��Seyfort�Ruegg��“The�Meanings�of�the�Term�Gotra�and�the�Textual�History�
of�the�Ratnagotravibh�ga�”�Bulletin�of�the�School�of�Oriental�and�African�Studies�

39�2�Ê1976Ë� �341Ç363��
Æ19ÈD��Seyfort�Ruegg��“The�Gotra��Ekay�na�and�Tath�gatagarbha�Theories�of�
the� Praj��p�ramit�� According� to� Dharmamitra� and� Abhay�karagupta�”�
Praj��p�ramit��and�Related�Systems � �Studies�in�Honor�of�Edward�Conze��edited�
by�Lewis�Lancaster��Berkeley� �University�of�California�Press��1977��pp��283Ç312��
Æ20ÈD��Seyfort�Ruegg�� “The�Buddhist�Notion�of� an� 'Immanent�Absolute'�
ÊTath�gatagarbhaË�as�a�Problem�in�Hermeneutics�”�The�Buddhist�Heritage��edited�
by�Tadeusz�Skorupski��Tring��U�K� � �The�Institute�of�Buddhist�Studies��1989��
pp��229Ç245��
Æ21ÈDavid�Seyfort�Ruegg��BuddhaÇnature��Mind�and�the�Problem�of�Gradualism�
in�a�Comparative�Perspective� �On�the�Transmission�and�Reception�of�Buddhism�
in�India�and�Tibet��New�Delhi � �Heritage�Publishers��1992��
Æ22ÈS��Hookham��“The�Practical�Implications�of�the�Doctrine�of�BuddhaÇnature�”�
The�Buddhist�Forum�2�Ê1992Ë� �149Ç161��
Æ23ÈS��K��Hookham��The�Buddha�Within � �Tath�gatagarbha�Doctrine�According�

to�the�Shentong�Interpretation�of�the�Ratnagotravibhaga��Albany� �State�University�
of�New�York��1991��Ìcf��David�Need��“Review�of�S��K��Hookham��The�Buddha�

Within�”�Philosophy�East�� �West�43�3�ÊJuly�1993Ë� �585Ç588�Í�
Æ24ÈJikido�Takasaki��“Tath�gatagarbha�and�the�Community�of�Bodhisattvas�”�
Kaly�na�Mitta � �Professor�Hajime�Nakamura�Felicitation�Volume��edited�by�V��N��
Jha��Delhi � �Sri�Satguru�Publications��1991��pp��247Ç255��
Æ25ÈJamie�Hubbard�and�Paul�L��Swanson�Êeds�Ë��Pruning�the�Bodhi�Tree� �The�

Storm�over�Critical�Buddhism��Honolulu � �University�of�Hawai’i�Press��1997��
Æ26ÈJamie�Hubbard��Absolute�Delusion � �Perfect�Buddahood � �The�Rise�and�Fall�

of�a�Chinese�Heresy��Honolulu � �University�of�Hawai’i�Press��2001��
Æ27ÈGishin�Tokiwa��“On�the�Tath�gataÇGarbhaÇDharmaÇPary�ya�”	Î ��

d ����l 28�l 1�Æ1979c 12�È�µ 21Ç26��
Æ28ÈJikido�Takasaki���The�Tath�gat�tpattisambhavaÇnirde�a�of�the�Avata�saka�
and�the�Ratnagotravibh�ga� �with�special�reference�to�the�term 'Tath�gata�gotra�

sa�bhava�Ê��̄ £ Ë'��	Î ��
d ����l 7�l 1�Æ1958c 12�È�
µ 48Ç53��
Æ29ÈGishin�Tokiwa��“The�Tath�gataÇgarbha�as�the�Fundamental�Subject�of�the�
Four�Satyas�”	Î ��
d ����l 33�l 1�Æ1984c 12�È�µ 13Ç18��
Æ30ÈKoshiro�Tamaki���The�Development�of�the�Thought�of�Tath�gatagarbha�from�
India�to�China��	Î ��
d ����l 9�l 1�Æ1961c 12�È�µ 25Ç33��
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Æ31ÈNicholas�Groves��“ImageÇlikeness�and�Tath�gathagarbha � �A�Reading�of�
William�of�St��Thierry's�Golden�Epistle�and�the�Ratnagotravibh�ga�”�Buddhist�

Christian�Studies�10�Ê1990Ë� �97Ç117��
Æ32ÈDiana�Paul��“The�Concept�of�Tath�gatagarbha�in�the��r�m�l�deva�S�tra�

�Sheng�Man�Ching	 ,”�Journal�of�the�American�Oriental�Society�99�2�Ê1979Ë� �
191Ç203��
Æ33ÈDiana�Mary�Paul��The�Buddhist�Feminine�Ideal � �Queen��r�m�l��and�the�

Tath�gatagarbha��Missoula� �Scholars�Press��1980��
Æ34È	¹� 
��12���B� ����ö ¹ I V ��Æ±¾�Uu � ' Á�1975
cÈW�

Æ35È	u E y � �½a z �½��B�½�
�����v ê $� w x �+ « �
¹B����BÏ Ê ¦ ¸ �l 1��Æ±¾�¹BL ��2001cÈW�
Æ36Èö ¹ I V ��¹� $/�º��B����� .	
d ­p ' Ð �Ñ Ò Ó Ô
Æ � " v �� Ñ Ò Ó Ô Æ � " v ' 8 � Õ Ú Ý « �Æ±¾� Ö × Ø 
³ Ù �1972
cÈ�µ 131Ç153��
Æ37Èö ¹ I V �	��B­p ºßX�» ¼ ½ ¹� 
d ­p ���Æ±¾�¿ À
Á�1974cÈW�
Æ38Èö ¹ I V ����B­p D Ú ½��8 9 © � ���� .	��B­p ºß
X�» ¼ ½ ¹� 
d ­p ���Æ±¾�¿ À Á�1974cÈ�µ 75Ç106��
Æ39È	6 Û ½¹� 
 d �6���B­p ��è ê Ê @ÜÖ � $@ö ¹ I V « �Æ±
¾�¿ À Á�1982cÈW�
Æ40Èö ¹ I V �	��B­p ÆÝÈ�Æ¾� �/B� �1988cÈW�
Æ41Èö ¹ I V �	��B­p ÆÞÈ�Æ¾� �/B� �1989cÈW�
Æ42Èö ¹ I V �	» ¼ ½ Æ �Ð ³�� ¯ ' �Æ±¾�6 ¶ Á�1989cÈW�
Æ43Èö ¹ I V Æw x È�	� � $� � ¯ ' ½¹� /?·4 0 ' �Æ±¾�¹B
L ��1999cÈW�
Æ44È�� ¹� �	
̄ º���Æ±¾�« ³Õ Ú Ý �1971cÈW�
Æ45Èß à �á �	
̄ ' ���Æ¾� �â ¤ ã �1977cÈW�
Æ46È¾ ¿ À Á ��u E y � �¡ò¢
� ª̂ /º� þ ��	Î ��
d ����

l 48�l 1�Æ1999c 12�È�µ 133Ç137��
Æ47Èä �· å �	$ £ £^���B­p È É �Æ±¾�¹BL ��1989 cÈW
Ìä �· å �	$ £ T ^��æ è @ç é è ��Æè é ��� 8 � L ��2002cÈWÍ�
Æ48Èê� ë ì �	�% ­p È É �Æ±¾�¹BL ��1989cÈW�
Æ49Èê� ë ì �	È É 
d �Æ±¾�¹BL ��1990cÈW�
Æ50Èö ¹ I V ��» ¼ d �T ��B­p ��̄ £ �­p R Î ��U V����

.	» ¼ ­p ��Uí } « �î ï ð ��Ǣ ° �/ñ L �Á�1989cÈ�µ 299Ç360��
Æ51Èé ì ò � ��
¯ Ð òº$ò ¡ó ô õ ¢j ¯ � º1̀ ��	± ö ¹�±ö

���Q ½±ö ����l 33�Æ1996cÈ�µ 1Ç29��
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Æ52È÷ ø � À P ��y¹Á ¦ � � ì �zºo X����B¡ù ú û ���	Î ��

d ����l 47�l 2�Æ1999c 3�È�µ 146Ç148��
Æ53Èç � ü � ��Bºª�¡ù ú û ��	Î ��
d ����l 15�l 2�Æ1957
c 3�È�µ 166Ç167��
Æ54È�ê ý þ "��buddhatva�£�buddhaÇdhatu��	Î ��
d ����l 35
�l 2�Æ1987c 3�È�µ 86Ç88��
Æ55Èº § G ���À � × �� L �' ¡� � ¢��Bºu v ��	Î ��
d �

���l 41�l 2�Æ1993c 3�È�µ 32Ç39��
Æ56È� ý � ì ����B­p ¡� � ¢ buddhatva¡ù ú û �y� ¯ ' z�ò�

5 î ��	±ö ¹�±ö ���Q ½±ö ����l 27�Æ1990cÈ�µ 171Ç188��
Æ57È� § � X��
̄ £� ºK C��	Î ��
d ����l 11�l 1�Æ1963
c 12�È�µ 223Ç226��
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