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* Philosophy asks the question, what is it to be human? There are many other questions that
follow from this such as, “Who am 1?,” ""What am 1?,” “Is there life after death?,” “How should
we live?,” “What kind of world do we live in?,” “How is language possible?.”
Philosophical questions:
are open to examination, further questioning and enquiry;
can’t be answered by appealing only to scientific investigation or sense experience;
are questions about meaning, truth, value, knowledge and reality.
(2R ]
* David Bain, “Four philosophical Questions to Make Your Brain Hurt,” BBC, 20 November 2008.
(http://news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/7739493.stm) (1. Should We Kill Healthy People for Their Organs? 2. Are
You the Same Person Who Started Reading This Article? 3. Is That Really A Computer Screen in Front
of You? 4. Did You Really Choose To Read This Article?)
* George Dvorsky, “8 Great Philosophical Questions That We’ll Never Solve,” i0o9, September 2012.
(http://i09.com/5945801/8-philosophical-questions-that-well-never-solve) (1. Why is there something
rather than nothing? 2. Is our universe real? 3. Do we have free will? 4. Does God exist? 5. Is there life
after death? 6. Can you really experience anything objectively? 7. What is the best moral system? 8.
What are numbers?)
* Robert Fiengo, “1: Introduction: Ignorance and Incompleteness,” Asking Questions: Using Meaningful
Structures to Imply Ignorance, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, pp. 1-17.
* F. Heylighen and et al., “Eternal Philosophical Questions,” Principia Cybernetica, September, 2000.
(http://pespmcl.vub.ac.be/ETERQUES.html) (What is? Why is there something rather than nothing?
Why is the world the way it is? Where does it all come from? Where do we come from? Who are we?
Where are we going to? What is the purpose of it all? Is there a God? What is good and what is evil?
What is knowledge? What is truth? What is consciousness? Do we have a "free will"? How should we
act? How can we be happy? Why cannot we live forever? What is the meaning of life?)
* Matthew Lipman, “Philosophical Discussion Plans and Exercises,” Analytic Teaching 16/2 (April
1996): 64-77. (http://www.viterbo.edu/analytic/16%20n0%202/Philosophical%20discussion.pdf)
*  QOperation-Meditation,  “65  Deep  Philosophical  Questions,”  operationmeditation.
(http://operationmeditation.com/discover/65-deep-philosophical-questions/)
* Rick Wayne, “Top Ten Greatest Philosophical Questions of All Time.”
(http://rickwayne.com/top-10-greatest-philosophical-questions-of-all-time/)
#10) Does God exist? #9) What is the meaning of life? #8) What is the relationship between mind and
body? #7) What happens next? #6) Why is there something rather than nothing? #5) Why all of this stuff
and not some other stuff? #4) Who am I? #3) How do I know what is right or wrong? #2) How can we
know anything? #1) What am I supposed to do?
( What is a Philosophical Question? ZE{HHY APk )
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* Luciano Floridi, “What is a Philosophical Question?”” Metaphilosophy 44/3 (April 2013): 195-221.




* Nils Rauhut, Readings on Ultimate Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy, 3rd edition, New York:
Pearson, 2009.
* Douglas Soccio, Archetypes of Wisdom: An Introduction to Philosophy, 7" edition, Belmont:
Wadsworth, 2010.

( Comparative Philosophy ZE{HYZ2E ] )
* Jesse Fleming, “Comparative Philosophy: Its Aims And Methods,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy
30/2 (June 2003): 259-270.
* Robert Smid, Methodologies of Comparative Philosophy: The Pragmatist and Process Traditions,
Albany: State University of New York Press, 2009.
* Ralph Weber, “How to Compare?: On the Methodological State of Comparative Philosophy,”
Philosophy Compass 8/7 (July 2013): 593-603.

[ The Asian Sages ZE{HAYZ2FE R )
* Michael Brannigan, The Pulse of Wisdom: The Philosophies of India, China, and Japan, Belmont:
Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2000.
* Brian Carr, Indira Mahalingam (eds.), Companion Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy, London:
Routledge, 1997.
Douglas Soccio, “Chapter 2: The Asian Sages: Lao-tzu, Confucius, and Buddha,” Archetypes of Wisdom:
An Introduction to Philosophy, 7" edition, Belmont: Wadsworth, 2010, pp. 21-56, 547-548.

( Chinese Philosophical Studies ZE{HAZE 41K} )
* Alan K.L. Chan, Yuet Keung Lo (eds.), Philosophy and Religion in Early Medieval China, Albany:
State University of New York Press, 2010.
* Wing-Tsit Chan, “Basic Problems in the Study of Chinese Philosophy,” Philosophy East and West 4/2
(July 1954): 157-166.
* Kim-chong Chong, Early Confucian Ethics: Concepts and Arguments, Chicago: Open Court, 2007.
* Bo Mou, Chinese Philosophy A-Z, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009.
* Bo Mou, “On Some Methodological Issues concerning Chinese Philosophy: An Introduction,” History
of Chinese philosophy, edited by Bo Mou, London: Routledge, 2009, pp. 1-39.
* Bo Mou, “Constructive Engagement of Chinese and Western Philosophy: A Contemporary Trend
toward World Philosophy,” History of Chinese philosophy, edited by Bo Mou, London: Routledge, 2009,
pp. 571-608.
* Jana Rosker, “Traditional Chinese Thought: Philosophy or Religion?” Asian Philosophy 19/3
(November 2009): 225-237.
* Kwong-loi Shun, David Wong (eds.), Confucian Ethics: A Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy, and
Community, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004.
* Robin Wang, Chinese Philosophy in an Era of Globalization, Albany: State University of New York
Press, 2004.
* Fenggang Yang, Joseph Tamney, Confucianism and Spiritual Traditions in Modern China and Beyond,
Leiden: Brill, 2012.

( Chinese Philosophy in Systematic Metaphysics ZE{HHYZZ L )
* Robert Neville, “Chinese Philosophy in Systematic Metaphysics,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy
40/S1 (December 2013): 59-75.

( Orientalism and Religion JE{fYZ2E 4 )
* Richard King, “Chapter 7: Orientalism and the Discovery of ‘Buddhism’,” Orientalism and Religion:
Postcolonial theory, India and ‘the Mystic East’, London: Routledge, 1999, pp. 143-160, 243-245.
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( Classic Asian Philosophies as Guides to Life ZEfHZZ 11 ]

* “Eastern philosophy,” Wikipedia.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern philosophy)

(Eastern philosophy includes the various philosophies of South and East Asia, including Indian
philosophy, Chinese philosophy, Japanese philosophy, and Korean philosophy. Sometimes

Iranian/Persian philosophy can be considered as eastern philosophy. Broadly speaking the term can also
sometimes include Babylonian philosophy, Jewish philosophy, and Islamic philosophy, though these may




4

also be considered Western philosophies.)

(1 Classification. 2 Supreme God and the demigods. 2.1 Comparative religion; 2.2 Syntheses of Eastern
and Western philosophy. 3 East Asian philosophies. 3.1 Confucianism; 3.2 Neo-Confucianism; 3.3
Taoism; 3.4 Shinto; 3.5 Legalism; 3.6 Maoism. 4 Indian philosophies. 4.1 Hindu philosophy; 4.2
Buddhist philosophy; 4.3 Sikh philosophy; 4.4 Jainism; 4.5 Carvaka. 5 Iranian philosophy. 5.1
Zoroastrianism; 5.2 Manichaeism; 5.3 Mazdakism; 5.4 Zurvanism; 5.5 Avicennism; 5.6 Iranian
[luminationism; 5.7 Transcendent Philosophy; 5.8 Baha'i Philosophy. 6 Babylonian philosophy. 7 Jewish
philosophy. 8 Islamic philosophy. 8.1 Sufi philosophy.)

* Ray Billington, Understanding Eastern Philosophy, London: Routledge, 2003.

* Diané Collinson and et al., Fifty Eastern Thinkers, London: Routledge, 2000.

* James Fieser, “Chapter 4: Classical Eastern Philosophy,” The History of Philosophy: A Short Survey,
2012. (http://www.utm.edu/staff/jfieser/class/110/4-eastern.htm) (A. Hindu philosophy. B. Buddhist
Philosophy. C. Confucian Philosophy. D. Daoist Philosophy.)

* Victoria Harrison, Eastern Philosophy: The Basics, London: Routledge, 2013.

* Joel Kupperman, “Chapter 9: Classic Asian Philosophies as Guides to Life,” Classic Asian Philosophy:
A Guide to the Essential Texts, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 149-159.

* Oliver Leaman, Key Concepts in Eastern Philosophy, London: Routledge, 1999.

* Oliver Leaman, Eastern Philosophy: Key Readings, London : Routledge, 2000.

* Diane Morgan, The Best Guide to Eastern Philosophy and Religion, Los Angeles: Renaissance, 2001.
* Chakravarthi Ram-Prasad, Eastern Philosophy, London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2005.

* Douglas Soccio, “Chapter 18: Philosophy As A Way of Life,” Archetypes of Wisdom: An Introduction
to Philosophy, 7 edition, Belmont: Wadsworth, 2010, pp. 523-546, 559.

* Mel Thompson, Understand Eastern Philosophy, London: Hodder Education, 2012.
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* David Naugle, Worldview: The History of a Concept, Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans, 2002.
* Jim Norwine, Jonathan Smith (eds.), Worldview Flux: Perplexed Values among Postmodern Peoples,
Lanham: Lexington, 2000.
* Anantanand Rambachan, The Advaita Worldview: God, World, and Humanity, Albany: State University
of New York Press, 2006.

* Eugene Webb, Worldview and Mind: Religious Thought and Psychological Development, Columbia:
University of Missouri Press, 2009.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Meditative Practices in the Context of Constructing and Understanding the Spatial

World,” Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences 11/4 (December 2018): 515-531.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Human Life from the Perspective of Buddhist Medicine: A Philosophical Inquiry
Based on the Vimalakirti-nirdesa-siitra,” in The Conception of the Human Person in Medicine: Exploring
Boundaries between Traditional Chinese and Western Medicine, edited by Lukas Kaelin, Yao-ming Tsai
and et al., Vienna: Verlag Osterreich, 2013, pp. 117-139.
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* Donald Blakeley, “Listening to the Animals: The Confucian View of Animal Welfare,” Journal of
Chinese Philosophy 30/2 (June 2003): 137-157.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Perspectives on the Person and the Self in Vasubandhu’s Abhidharmakosabhasya,”

Text, History, and Philosophy: Abhidharma across Buddhist Scholastic Traditions, edited by Bart

Dessein and Weijen Teng, Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2016, pp. 396-412.
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* Anna Peterson, “Chapter 4: The Relational Self: Asian Views of Nature and Human Nature,” Being

Human: Ethics, Environment, and Our Place in the World, Berkeley: University of California Press,

2001, pp. 77-99, 249-250.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Neither Bereavement nor Grief: Coping with the Death of a Cherished Person in the
Cunda-sutta,” Contemporary Buddhism: An Interdisciplinary Journal 17/2 (November 2016): 357-368.
* Yao-ming Tsai, “A Critique of the so-called ‘Dignity of Life’ and ‘Death with Dignity’ from the
Perspective of Temporality,” 2019.
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(EMHISE )
* Terry Eagleton, The Meaning of Life, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007.
* Alison Gopnik, The Philosophical Baby: What Children’s Minds Tell Us about Truth, Love, and the
Meaning of Life, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009.
* Yuval Lurie, Tracking the Meaning of Life: A Philosophical Journey, Columbia: University of Missouri
Press, 2006.
* Nancy Martin, Joseph Runzo, The Meaning of Life in the World Religions, Oxford: Oneworld, 2000.
* Paul Thagard, The Brain and the Meaning of Life, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010.
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(HEfRHIZER ]
* Robert Buswell, Jr., Robert Gimello (eds.), Paths to Liberation: The Marga and Its Transformations
in Buddhist Thought, Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1992.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “The Ineffable Reality of the World and the Turning of the Dharma Wheel:

An Exploration of Pedagogical Strategies in the Prajiiaparamita-sitras,” 2019.
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[ Knowledge, Ignorance, Wisdom, and Luminosity ZEffIRYZ2Z 1%} )
* Karl Brunnholzl (tr.), Straight from the Heart: Buddhist Pith Instructions, Ithaca: Snow Lion, 2007.
* Alexander Guerrero, “Don’t Know, Don’t Kill: Moral Ignorance, Culpability, and Caution,”
Philosophical Studies: An International Journal for Philosophy in the Analytic Tradition 136/1 (October
2007): 59-97.
* Richard Hayes, “What Makes Awakening Possible?”” 2009.
(http://www.unm.edu/~rhayes/Lecture05.pdf)
* Brian Hodgkinson, “Chapter 2: Knowledge and Ignorance,” The Essence of Vedanta, London: Arcturus,
2006, pp. 17-37.
* Anantanand Rambachan, “Chapter 4: The Source of Valid Knowledge,” The Advaita Worldview: God,
World, and Humanity, Albany: State University of New York Press, 2006, pp. 47-65, 123-125.
* Nicholas Rescher, “1: The Reach of Ignorance,” Ignorance: On the Wider Implications of Deficient
Knowledge, 2™ edition, Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009, pp. 1-27.
* Bill Vitek, Wes Jackson, “Introduction: Taking Ignorance Seriously,” The Virtues of Ignorance:
Complexity, Sustainability, and the Limits of Knowledge, edited by Bill Vitek and Wes Jackson,
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2008, pp. 1-17.
* Michael Zimmerman, Living with Uncertainty: The Moral Significance of Ignorance, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Language as an Instrument of Soteriological Transformation from the
Madhyamaka Perspective,” Asian Philosophy: An International Journal of the Philosophical
Traditions of the East 24/4 (November 2014): 330-345.
* Yao-ming Tsai, “The Ineffable Reality of the World and the Turning of the Dharma Wheel:
An Exploration of Pedagogical Strategies in the Prajiiaparamita-sitras,” 2019.
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* Yao-ming Tsai, “Emptiness and Soteriological Transformation in Mahayana Buddhism,”
International Journal of Buddhist Thought & Culture 27/1 (June 2017): 193-214.
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