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The Philosophical Significance of “the Dharma of the Ten
Virtues”: from the perspective of “the Perfection of Morality” in

Mahaprajiaparamitopadesa

CHU, Li-Ya*

ABSTRACT

In Mahaprajiiaparamitopadesa (Da-zhi-du-lun, X & [z, hereafter abbreviated as MPPU)
the Dharma of the ten virtues (Dasa Kusala Kamma-patha), due to its holy characteristics, is
the main component for “the Perfection of Morality” , and includes: inclusiveness of every
precept of Buddhism; particular emphasis on the “mental action” (manaskarman);
consideration that the Dharma is the normativity of morality. Buddhists believe that the
Dharma of the ten virtues would have existed with or without the birth of Buddha, although it
is certain that Mahayana Buddhism is the successor of the Dharma of the ten virtues. This paper
will focus on the philosophical significance of the Dharma of the ten virtues from the Buddhist

perspective of “the Perfection of Morality” in MPPU.
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