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Abstract:

The purpose of thisresearch isto
systematically identify the important
theories in information behavior research,
to assess their applications, and to evaluate
the strength and weakness. At thefirst
stage, the study clarifies the major
arguments in each theoretical model or
framework, and it relationships. At second
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stage, the study explores the implications
of the findings for developing a taxonomy
of the theoretical frameworksin user
studies.

The research methods include
literature analysis, content analysis and
citation analysis. The potential
contributionsinclude 1. A deeper
understanding of how theoriesin
information behavior research have been
developed. 2. Identifying important
theoretical frameworks and their
applicationsfor user studies. 3. Developing
ataxonomy that reflects theoretical
frameworks of information behavior
research as awhole.
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T.D. Wilson's General Information Behavior
Model, Dervin’ s Sense-making, Kuhlthau’ s
Information Search Process, Bandura’ s Social
Cognition, Erdelez' Information Encountering,
Lin" s Social Capital, Rioux’ s Information
Nahl’'s  Affective
Overload, Hybrid Information Seeking Web
Model, P. Wilson’ s Cognitive Authority,

Chatman’ s Information Poverty, Pettigrew’ s

Acquiring-and-Sharing,

Information Grounds
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